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‘ People  in  the  Streets 9 


Northampton:  A  Little  Rain,  A  Lot  of  Pride 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

NORTHAMPTON,  MA— An 
estimated  2400  people  marched  in 
the  rain  here  on  Saturday,  May  12 
in  support  of  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation,  just  five  weeks  after  a 
Hampshire  County  Superior 
Court  judge  blocked  an  attempt  by 
the  city  to  reschedule  the  march 
for  Sunday. 

The  marchers  gathered  at  noon 
and  huddled  under  umbrellas  in 
front  of  the  Bridge  Street  School. 
A  large  contingent  of  trained 
“peace-keepers”  in  red  t-shirts 
helped  guide  the  crowd  down 
Main  Street  to  a  rally  site  at 
Pulaski  Park,  while  uniformed 
police  and  at  least  one  plainclothes 
detective  looked  on. 


At  the  rally  following  the 
march,  Kim  Christensen,  a 
member  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ac¬ 
tivists  (GALA),  described  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  event,  the  third  annual 
march  organized  by  GALA  in  the 
western  Massachusetts  city. 

“We  cannot  be  safe  if  we  are 
silent,  if  we  stay  in  our  safe  lesbian 
and  safe  gay  male  communities,” 
Christensen  declared.  “We  must 
be  willing  to  name  ourselves 
publicly  and  we  must  be  willing  to 
organize.” 

Earlier  this  year,  Northampton 
Police  Chief  Daniel  Labato  re¬ 
jected  GALA’S  application  for  a 
permit  to  hold  the  march  on  Satur- 


‘ Barbaric  Behavior , 
Unprovoked  Attack 9 


day,  claiming  that  demonstrators 
would  disrupt  traffic  and  commer¬ 
cial  activity  along  the  route.  In¬ 
stead,  Labato  offered  the  group  a 
permit  to  march  on  Sunday,  a  day 
on  which  most  of  the  city’s 
businesses  are  closed  and  the 
streets  are  empty.  With  the  help  of 
local  attorneys,  Boston’s  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD)  and  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  GALA  members 
successfully  obtained  a  Superior 
Court  injunction  granting  them 
permission  to  march  on  Saturday. 

“Any  time  establishing  a  good 
business  climate  becomes  more  im¬ 
portant  than  freedom  of  expres¬ 
sion,  freedom  of  association  and 
freedom  of  assembly,  everybody 
in  this  town  loses,”  Christensen 
told  the  rally. 

Susan  Ritter,  a  local  attorney 
who  helped  obtain  the  injunction 
for  GALA,  expressed  her  pleasure 
at  the  success  of  the  lawsuit,  but 
added  a  cautionary  note  about  the 
legal  process. 

“When  we  go  to  the  law  for 
what  we  need,  sometimes  they  give 
it  to  us,  but  anything  they  give  to 
us,  they  can  always  take  away,” 
Ritter  said.  “What  we  achieve 
through  taking  what  is  ours  by 
political  and  social  action  is  ours 
for  good.  ...  It  wasn’t  the  law 
which  sparked  the  lesbian  and  gay 


District  Gaybashers 
Given  Light  Sentences 


By  Jim  Ryan 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  On 
Monday,  May  14,  D.C.  Superior 
Court  Judge  Nicholas  S.  Nunzio 
gave  sentences  of  probation  to  two 
high  school  students  who  had 
pleaded  guilty  last  year  to 
assaulting  a  gay  man. 

Sentencing  had  been  postponed 
for  several  months  to  allow  Mat¬ 
thew  P.  Warring,  18,  and  Kevin 
M.  Kinnahan,  17,  an  opportunity 
to  finish  their  studies  at  St.  John’s 
College  High  School,  a  military 
academy  run  by  the  Christian 
Brothers  and  attended  primarily 
by  boys  from  wealthy,  white 
Washington  families.  The  light 
sentences  immediately  sparked  an 
outcry  from  representatives  of 
Washington’s  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  who  said  that  they 
amounted  to  no  more  than  a  slap 
on  the  wrist. 

The  incident,  which  police  have 
characterized  as  one  of  the  most 
brutal  homophobic  attacks  in  this 
city  in  memory,  began  on  Nov.  1 1 , 
1983  when  Warring  and  Kinnahan 
were  drinking  at  Cy’s,  a  local  gay 
bar.  They  had  presented  to  the 
bartender  what  later  turned  out  to 
be  tampered  identification.  While 
at  the  bar,  they  chatted  with 
William  Edgar  Hassell,  a  gay  com¬ 
puter  consultant. 

As  Hassell  was  leaving  the  bar, 
they  ran  after  him,  inviting  him  to 
join  them  at  a  party.  Instead  they 
drove  Hassell  to  Battery  Kimble 
Park,  a  secluded  area  near 
American  University. 

At  the  park,  Kinnahan  pulled  a 
knife  on  Hassell  and  the  two 
assaulted  him.  They  forced  Hassell 


to  empty  his  pockets  and  remove 
his  clothes.  They  stabbed  him 
several  times  in  the  hand;  cut  his 
forehead;  urinated  on  him;  kicked 
him  repeatedly  in  the  head, 
stomach  and  groin;  and  held  the 
knife  to  his  scrotum,  threatening 
to  “cut  it  off  and  make  you  a  real 
woman.” 

Hassell  managed  to  break  away 
from  his  attackers  and  ran  naked, 
covered  with  mud  and  blood,  to 
nearest  house.  The  owner  took 
Hassell  in  and  phoned  police. 
Warring  and  Kinnahan  sped  off  in 
their  truck,  but  were  apprehended 
a  short  time  later  by  police,  with 
Hassell’s  clothing  and  belongings 
still  in  their  possession. 

Hassell  was  taken  to  the  hospital 
where  he  required  50  stitches  for 
his  hand  and  forehead  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  treated  for  a  concus¬ 
sion,  and  damage  to  his  liver, 
kidney  and  testicles.  To  this  day, 
Hassell,  who  makes  his  living 
working  at  a  computer  keyboard, 
has  limited  use  of  some  fingers 
because  of  damage  to  tendons  in 
his  hand. 

On  December  9,  Warring  and 
Kinnahan  entered  guilty  pleas  to 
felony  charges.  Judge  Fred  B. 
Ugamp  heard  the  pleas,  but  later 
disqualified  himself  from  impos¬ 
ing  sentences  because  three  of  his 
sons  had  attended  St.  John’s.  The 
case  was  handed  over  to  Nunzio, 
who  granted  the  liberal  release 
conditions  pending  sentencing, 
allowing  the  defendants  to  con¬ 
tinue  attending  classes.  On  March 
23,  Nunzio  postponed  sentencing. 


allowing  the  pair  to  complete  their 
senior  years. 

On  May  14,  he  placed  the  two 
on  probation  until  they  reach  the 
age  of  21,  saying,  “I  am  satisfied 
that  the  case  is  one  of  excessive 
alcohol  use  on  the  part  of  two 
young  men,  of  a  sexual  advance  on 
the  part  of  the  complaining 
witness,  and  of  excessive  force  in 
defense  of  that  sexual  advance.” 

U.S.  Attorney  Joseph  diGenova 
expressed  shock  and  surprise  over 
the  sentences:  “The  behavior  by 
these  kids  was  barbaric.  .  .  .  The 
sentences  are  not  comensurate 
with  the  gross  nature  of  their  con¬ 
duct.” 

Steve  Smith,  president  of  the 
Gay  Activist  Alliance,  likened  the 
Hassell  case  to  “the  worst  kind  of 
rape  trial  where  the  victim  of  the 
crime  is  put  on  trial.  The  real 
outrage  is  the  remarks  by  the  judge 
indicating  the  criminals  were  ac¬ 
ting  in  self-defense.'  There  is  no 
evidence  to  suggest  that.  It  was  an 
unprovoked  attack.”  Smith  said 
that  he  and  others  are  investigating 
what  action  can  be  taken  against 
Nunzio.  William  Edgar  Hassell’s 
only  recourse  is  a  civil  suit,  an  op¬ 
tion  he  is  still  weighing. 

Warring  and  Kinnahan,  who 
could  have  been  sentenced  to  ten 
years  in  prison,  have  completed 
their  Catholic  and  junior  ROTC 
training  at  St.  John’s,  and  need 
only  perform  400  hours  service  in  a 
soup  kitchen  and  abstain  from 
alcohol  until  they  are  21,  when 
their  records  will  be  purged.  Then, 
according  to  Nunzio,  justice  will 
be  served. 


liberation  movement.  Our  struggle 
for  freedom  was  given  life  by  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  streets,” 

Armando  Gaitan,  an  Hispanic 
gay  activist  from  Boston,  also 
recalled  the  history  of  lesbian  and 
gay  street  protest.  “It  was  the  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  fringes  of  society,  it  was 
those  drag  queens,  those  bull 
dykes,  that  started  Stonewall.” 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  in¬ 
cluded  Dolita  Cathcart  of  Women 
of  Color  Organizing  for  Action,  a 
Boston  organization,  and  Ben 
Schatz,  lobbyist  for  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus.  Judith  the  Clown  and  les¬ 
bian  musician  Debbie  Fier  provid¬ 
ed  entertainment. 

At  least  two  separate  con¬ 
tingents  of  counterdemonstrators 
appeared  along  the  march  route. 
One,  a  group  of  religious  fun¬ 
damentalists,  carried  the  same 
scripture-quoting  signs  and 
leaflets  featured  at  last  year’s 
march.  But  another,  comprising 
at  least  three  teenaged  boys  and 
two  older  men,  identified 
themselves  as  members  of  the 
Northampton  Organization 
Against  Homosexuality  (NOAH). 
The  latter  group  carried  signs 
reading  “Lez  Not  Be  Friends,” 


“Hamp  (Northampton)  Can’t 
Flood  .  .  .  Too  Many  Dikes!,” 
“Got  AIDES  [sic]  Yet?”  and 
“Gay  Blades  Have  Deadly  AIDS. 
Gay  Dolls  Have  Little  Balls.”  The 
Peacekeepers  kept  the 
counterdemonstrators  at  a 
distance  from  the  marchers, 
however,  and  police  reported  no 
incidents. 

Throughout  the  march  and  ral¬ 
ly,  a  man  dressed  in  street  clothes 
and  carrying  a  camera  with  a 
telephoto  lens  took  photographs 
of  the  crowd  and  individuals  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  event.  Asked  by 
this  reporter  who  he  was  taking 
pictures  for,  the  man  snapped  a 
curt  “None  of  your  business!” 
Asked  on  the  scene  if  the  man  was 
a  police  officer,  Northampton 
Acting  Police  Chief  Eugene 
LaFrance  was  similarly  unrespon¬ 
sive.  “I  wouldn’t  worry  about  it,” 
LaFrance  said,  and  quickly  walked 
away. 

Asked  later  if  a  police 
photographer  had  been  assigned 
to  the  march,  LaFrance  refused 
comment.  “1  am  not  at  liberty  to 
discuss  any  security  measures  that 
we  may  or  may  not  have  institut¬ 
ed,”  he  told  GCN.  “It’s  counter- 
Continued  on  page  16 
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Uniformed  cops  watch  a  plainclothes  detective  (on  bridge,  upper  left) 
photograph  marchers. 


Bulletin 


BOSTON — As  GCN  goes  to 
press,  a  mayoral  aide  has  con¬ 
firmed  that  Boston  Mayor  Ray 
Flynn  has  chosen  Ann  Maguire 
as  his  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Jay  LaCroix, 
Flynn’s  Director  of  Special 
Projects  and  chairperson  of  the 
committee  that  screened  ap¬ 
plicants  and  made  recommen¬ 
dations  to  the  mayor,  told 
GCN  that  Flynn  will  formally 


announce  the  appointment  on 
May  18. 

Maguire  is  a  former  vice¬ 
chairperson  of  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
and  the  former  manager  of 
Somewhere,  a  women’s  bar. 
She  also  served  as  campaign 
manager  for  Chris  Hayes,  an 
unsuccessful  1983  candidate 
for  District  2  City  Council. 

— Larry  Goldsmith 
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quote  of  the  week 

“We  are  too  nice  as  gay  and  lesbian  people.  We 
always  say,  ‘We  just  want  you  to  understand  us.’  I 
don’t  care  if  they  understand  me  or  not.  I  want  them  to 
move  out  of  my  way.” 

—  Lesbian  comic  Robin  Tyler,  from  The  Front 
Page. 


bracelets  in  bondage 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Cambridge  residents  can 
rest  more  easily  at  night,  free  from  the  threat  of 
menacing  bracelets.  On  May  10,  police  raided  three 
Cambridge  stores  and  seized  more  than  400  metal- 
studded  leather  bracelets  and  gloves,  according  to 
the  Boston  Globe.  Claiming  the  retail  items  were 
“dangerous  weapons,”  Capt.  Henry  Gallagher,  chief 
of  detectives,  said,  “It’s  a  serious  crime  under 
Chapter  269-10.  They  could  be  classified  as  dan¬ 
gerous  weapons  and  their  possession  could  result  in 
a  felony  charge.  We’d  like  to  get  the  message  across 
that  those  are  prohibited.” 

The  stores  raided  were  Newbury  Comics, 
Weather  Report  and  Hubba-Hubba.  Det.  Francis 
Burns,  one  of  the  officers  making  the  raid,  said  no  ar¬ 
rests  were  made,  but  that  complaints  accusing  the 
stores  of  selling  dangerous  weapons  would  be 
sought  in  court. 

And  you  were  worried  about  Euromissiles! 


hart  co-sponsors  gay  rights  bill 

WASHINGTON  —  Just  in  time  for  the  California 
primary,  U.S.  Senator  Gary  Hart  (D-Colo.)  has  signed 
on  as  the  ninth  co-sponsor  of  S.430,  the  pending 
Senate  measure  that  would  prohibit  job  discrimina¬ 
tion  because  of  sexual  orientation,  according  to 
Gay  Life.  Noting  that  "...even  the  strongest  pro¬ 
ponents  of  this  measure  recognize  that  floor  action  in 
the  Congress  is  unlikely  any  time  soon,”  Hart  added 
that  his  sponsorship  reflects  his  support  of  federal 
legislation  banning  employment  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

Jerry  Weller  of  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL)  said  that  Hart’s  decision  showed  “great 
cooperation  with  GRNL  and  the  National  Association 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic  Clubs  and  speaks 
highly  of  the  national  gay  and  lesbian  community.” 
Hart’s  move  comes  at  a  time  when  his  campaign  is 
stalled  behind  that  of  Walter  Mondale,  who  maintains 
the  lead  despite  recent  primary  setbacks  suffered  at 
Hart’s  hands. 


oh,  come  on,  now 

HOLLYWOOD  —  The  National  Organization  for 
Women  will  confer  their  highest  tribute  on  Barbra 
Streisand  at  a  banquet  in  her  honor  on  June  6  in 
Beverly  Hills,  according  to  a  UPI  dispatch.  Streisand 
will  be  given  the  “Woman  of  Courage”  award  in 
recognition  of  her  15  years  of  haggling  in  Hollywood 
to  produce,  direct,  and  star  in  her  own  film  projects. 
NOW  presents  the  award  to  individuals  who  have 
demonstrated  “unique  and  unusual  courage  in  the 
face  of  nearly  insurmountable  odds.”  Other  “women” 
who  have  received  the  award  are  Betty  Ford,  Alan 
Alda  and  Eleanor  Smeal.  Jane  Fonda  will  deliver  a 
tribute  to  Streisand  at  the  banquet. 


services  for  battered  lesbians 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Coalition  Against 
Domestic  Violence  (NCADV),  a  coalition  of 
community-based  battered  women’s  programs  and 
state  groups,  announces  that  lesbians  who  are  bat¬ 
tered  may  now  call  the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
Crisis  Line  at  1-800-221-7044.  Within  New  York  state, 
call  (212)  807-6016  for  referral  to  local  services.  All 
calls  will  be  confidential,  and  callers  will  be  put  in 
contact  with  members  of  the  Lesbian  Caucus  of 
NCADV. 

NCADV  is  also  issuing  a  national  call  for  papers 
on  lesbian  battering.  They  seek  personal  experiences 
of  battered  lesbians,  as  well  as  discussion  papers  on: 
services  for  battered  lesbians  (support  groups, 
therapeutic  issues  and  individual  counseling,  integra¬ 
tion  of  heterosexual  and  lesbian  women  in  shelters); 
self-defense  in  battering  situations;  power  dynamics 
in  interracial  relationships;  the  situation  of  the  bat¬ 
terer;  police  and  court  involvement;  political  analysis 
of  battering  among  lesbians;  community  response; 
and  issues  of  confidentiality. 

Papers  should  be  typed  on  8 V*  x  1 1 '  paper,  dou¬ 
ble  spaced,  10  pages  maximum.  Submit  by  August  31, 
to:  Arkansas  Women's  Project,  1601  Dennison,  Little 
Rock,  AR  72202. 


boston  pride 

BOSTON  —  Volunteers  are  needed  to  help  with 
Boston's  gay  and  lesbian  pride  day  festivities.  This 
year's  plans  differ  from  previous  pride  days,  in  that 
the  extended  rally  will  be  replaced  by  a  festival  which 
will  feature  a  five-story,  hot  air  balloon.  The  pride 
committee  looks  to  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
and  individuals  to  help  create  a  feeling  of  celebration 
at  this  year’s  festival.  Information  tables,  booths, 
food  concessions,  clowns,  and  jugglers  are  needed. 
Meetings  are  held  each  Thursday  at  Hill  House,  74 
Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill  at  7:00  p.m.  from  now  until  the 
festival  on  June  16.  For  more  information,  call  Greg  at 
628-0273  or  Marsha  at  889-4777. 


Nancy  Shaw 


favorable  ruling  for  California  professor 

SANTA  CRUZ,  CA  —  The  Equal  Employment  Op¬ 
portunity  Commission  (EEOC)  recently  handed  down 
a  major  ruling  in  favor  of  University  of  California/San¬ 
ta  Cruz  (UCSC)  Professor  Nancy  Shaw,  finding 
“reasonable  cause  to  believe  [Shaw]  was  denied  a 
promotion  and  tenure  based  on  her  sex. . .” 

The  finding  of  sex  discrimination  by  the  EEOC  is 
a  significant  victory  for  Shaw  in  her  tenure  fight.  The 
EEOC  has  invited  both  parties  to  participate  in  con¬ 
ciliation  efforts.  If  these  are  not  successful,  Shaw 
may  pursue  her  case  in  court. 

Shaw’s  struggle  began  two  years  ago  when,  de¬ 
spite  overwhelming  academic  support  from  her  de¬ 
partment,  division,  outside  reviewers  and  two  per¬ 
sonnel  committees,  she  was  denied  tenure  by  UCSC 
Chancellor  Robert  Sinsheimer.  Her  work,  which  has 
utilized  a  feminist  and  sociological  approach  to  the 
study  of  women's  health,  prison  conditions  and 
social  change,  was  criticized  by  the  UCSC  adminis¬ 
tration  as  journalistic  and  overly  affected  by  her 
values. 

.  A  year  after  the  initial  denial,  a  university  com¬ 
mittee  of  senior  faculty  ruled  that  the  Chancellor's  fir¬ 
ing  of  Shaw  was  invalid  on  account  of  procedural  er¬ 
ror  and  political  bias.  But  the  committee’s  findings 
were  themselves  rejected  in  June,  1983  by  UC  Presi¬ 
dent  David  Saxon  in  one  of  his  last  decisions  before 
leaving  his  position.  Shaw  pressed  her  case  further  by 
appealing  to  the  EEOC  and  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  Office  of  Civil  Rights. 

The  Nancy  Shaw  Legal  Defense  Fund  is  a  com¬ 
munity  organization  which  has  been  actively  seeking 
financial  support  both  locally  and  nationally  for 
Shaw's  legal  expenses.  Donations  can  be  sent  to: 
NSLDF,  347  Plateau  Ave.,  Santa  Cruz  CA  95060. 


no  marriages,  no  divorces 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  Pennsylvania  appeals  court 
ruled  on  May  14  that  same  sex  couples  cannot  con¬ 
tract  a  common  law  marriage,  and  so  aren’t  eligible 
for  divorce.  Writing  the  unanimous  decision  for  the 
State  Superior  Court,  President  Judge  Edmund 
Spaeth,  Jr.  refused  to  expand  common  law  marriage 
to  include  either  two  women  or  two  men,  according  to 
the  Boston  Globe.  Spaeth’s  decision  dismissed  an 
appeal  by  John  De  Santo,  who  had  sought  since  1981 
to  file  a  divorce  action  against  William  Barnslay, 
whom  he  claimed  to  have  married  in  a  common  law 
ceremony  before  their  friends  in  1970. 


no  more  no  more  cages ? 

BROOKLYN,  NY  —  No  More  Cages,  a  publica¬ 
tion  of  letters,  poetry,  graphics  and  articles  by  and 
about  women  in  prison  or  in  psychiatric  institutions  is 
desperately  in  need  of  volunteers  and  money  in  order 
to  survive,  according  to  Womanews.  No  More  Cages 
was  founded  nine  years  ago  by  Women  Free  Women 
in  Prison,  a  feminist  group,  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
posing  the  unjust  and  inhumane  treatment  women  ex¬ 
perience  while  incarcerated.  It  is  the  only  public  voice 
women  prisoners  have  on  the  East  Coast  that  links 
women  inside  with  women  outside  and  with  each 
other. 

Women  Ffee  Women  in  Prison  has  formed  a  coa¬ 
lition  with  Salsa  Soul  Sisters,  Third  World  Women, 
Inc.,  Asian  Lesbians  of  the  East  Coast,  De  Yiddish 
Shvestern,  Third  World  Women  Archives,  and  Dykes 
Against  Racism  Everywhere  to  help  raise  funds  for  No 
More  Cages.  Those  wishing  to  donate  money  or 
organize  a  fundraising  event  should  contact  No  More 
Cages,  PO  Box  90,  Brooklyn,  NY  11215. 


truth  in  labelling 

COLUMBIA,  SC  —  Attorneys  for  a  female  basket¬ 
ball  coach  said  that  Sports  Illustrated  magazine  ruin¬ 
ed  her  career  by  inaccurately  reporting  a  lesbian  af¬ 
fair  she  was  supposed  to  have  had  with  a  player, 
according  to  the  Boston  Herald.  Pam  Parsons  re¬ 
signed  from  the  University  of  South  Carolina  shortly 
after  the  story  was  printed  in  the  magazine  in  1982. 
Parsons  is  seeking  $25  million  in  actual  damages  and 
$50  million  in  punitive  damages  from  Time,  Inc.,  the 
magazine’s  owner. 


the  law  and  our  lawyers 

NEW  YORK  —  The  first  major  treatise  on  the 
legal  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Sexual  Orienta¬ 
tion  and  the  Law,  will  be  published  in  fall,  1984.  Draw¬ 
ing  on  the  expertise  of  over  15  contributing  attorneys 
with  specialized  practices  in  relevant  areas  of  law, 
the  manual  suggests  lines  of  constitutional  attack  or 
alternative  means  of  anticipation  and  avoidance 
through  planning  and  contractural  arrangement  for 
surmounting  laws  hostile  to  the  lesbian  or  gay 
clients’  interests.  Topics  covered  include:  family  law 
matters;  property  rights  and  personal  finances; 
defense  of  victimless  sex  crimes  and  entrapment 
cases;  civil  rights  and  discrimination;  and  representa¬ 
tion  in  special  status  situations.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  write  Clark  Boardman  Co.,  435  Hudson  St.,  New 
York,  NY  10014. 


loose  lips 

TORONTO  —  The  International  Gay  Association 
is  planning  a  “Lips  Across  the  Border”  demonstration 
to  protest  anti-gay  immigration  laws  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  according  to  GayLife.  Date  and 
location  for  the  “Kissathon”  have  yet  to  be  announc¬ 
ed.  The  demonstration  is  part  of  the  IGA’s  1984  Inter¬ 
national  Year  of  Lesbian/Gay  Action.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write  Sharon  Stone,  IGA,  105  Carlton  St.,  4th 
floor,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5B  1M2  Canada. 


substance  abuse  course 

CHESTERTOWN,  MD  —  “Counseling  Gay  Men 
and  Lesbians,”  a  30-hour,  skill-builder  course  for 
counselors  and  other  care-givers  treating  gay  men 
and  lesbians  with  alcohol  and  other  drug  problems,  is 
being  offered  during  the  Institute  of  Alcoholism  and 
Drug  Abuse  Studies  June  3-15  session  at  Washington 
College  in  Chestertown. 

Established  in  1970,  the  Institute  is  a  national 
center  which  trains  4000  persons  annually  in  over  200 
courses,  workshops  and  seminars.  It  is  a  service  of 
the  Maryland  Department  of  Health  and  Mental 
Hygiene. 

The  June  seminar  will  focus  on  stages  of 
recovery,  geography  of  the  gay  world,  the  whole  per¬ 
son,  defocusing  from  sexual  concerns,  fulfilling  in¬ 
timacy  needs,  plus  later  recovery  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  anger.  In  addition  to  courses  on  individual 
and  group  treatment,  clinical  supervision,  and  pro¬ 
posal  preparation,  special  courses  are  designed  for 
experienced  counselors,  nurses,  prevention  workers, 
criminal  justice  personnel  and  employee  personnel 
specialists.  The  Institute  provides,  without  additional 
charge,  qualified  sign  language  interpreters  for  deaf 
participants.  For  more  information,  contact  Ludwig 
Lankford,  Institute  of  Alcoholism  and  Drug  Abuse 
Studies,  Fourth  Floor,  201  W.  Preston  St.,  Baltimore, 
MD  21201,  or  phone  (301)  383-3690  (voice  or  TTY). 
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A  Token  Gesture? 


Gay  Community  News,  May  26,  1984  •  Page  3 


New  York’s  Order:  Six  Months  Later 


By  Donna  Turley 

ALBANY,  NY— Six  months 
after  issuance,  New  York  State’s 
executive  order  prohibiting 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  in  state  employ¬ 
ment  and  in  the  provision  of  state 
services  and  benefits  has  yet  to  be 
fully  implemented.  Procrastina¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  New  York 
Governor  Mario  Cuomo ’s  office 
and  the  implementation  structure 
of  the  policy  itself  can  be  blamed. 
But  the  largest  question  is  whether 
the  order  was  intended  as  an  inef¬ 
fective  paper  transaction  and 
therefore  only  a  token  gesture  to 
appease  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  meantime,  the  State 
Division  of  Human  Rights  is  ac¬ 
cepting  discrimination  complaints, 
despite  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
authorized  to  do  so  by  the  order. 

Executive  Order  #28,  signed  by 
Gov.  Cuomo  on  November  28, 
1983,  contains  a  lengthy  preamble 
about  freedom  under  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  a  review  of  Cuomo’s 
role  in  promoting  freedom.  A 
comparatively  brief  four-part 
statement  of  policy  follows  the  in¬ 
troduction.  It  provides  that  the 
governor  set  up  a  20-member  task 
force  comprised  of  13  directors  of 
specified  state  agencies  and  seven 
private  citizens. 

The  task  force  is  instructed  to 
“submit  such  reports  and  recom¬ 
mendations  as  it  sees  fit,  dealing 
with  individuals’  rights  to  the 
benefit  of  government  services  and 
opportunity  for  government  ser¬ 
vice  regardless  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.”  The  purpose  is  “to  assure 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  With  less 
than  eight  weeks  to  go,  organizing 
efforts  for  the  “National  March 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  -  San 
Francisco  1984”  are  in  full  swing. 
The  march,  scheduled  for  Sunday, 
July  15,  will  take  place  the  day 
before  the  opening  of  the 
Democratic  National  Convention. 
The  march  will  focus  on  twelve 
demands  addressed  to  the  major 
political  parties  and  to  the  federal 
government  and  will  take  place 
just  two  days  after  “Family  Forum 
III,”  a  major  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Moral  Majority  to  ad¬ 
dress  “the  threat  of  homosexuali¬ 
ty.” 

The  Democrats’  platform  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  include  a  gay  rights 
plank  and  it  is  partially  because  of 
this  that  the  Moral  Majority 
scheduled  a  meeting  of  its  own  in 
San  Francisco. 

Although  the  Democratic  Con¬ 
vention  does  not  go  to  full  session 
until  Monday  July  16,  march 
organizers  believe  that  the  Sunday 
afternoon  starting  time  will  afford 
a  greater  number  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  the  opportunity  to  par¬ 
ticipate,  and  will  enable  them  to 
rally  in  front  of  the  convention 
site.  The  march  may  also  benefit 
from  the  heavy  concentration  of 
media  workers  in  San  Francisco 
for  the  convention.  According  to 
Paul  Boneberg,  a  co-chair  of  the 
march,  there  will  be  20,000  jour¬ 
nalists  in  the  city  and  the  straight 
media  has  already  spotlighted  the 
impending  march. 

The  march  may  attract  up  to 
100,000  participants  and  makes 
twelve  demands  around  which 
each  speaker  will  be  asked  to  focus 
his/her  remarks.  No  endorsements 
of  presidential  candidates  will  be 
allowed. 

The  demands,  which  are  being 
finalized  as  GCN  goes  to  press, 
are:  increased  AIDS  funding;  an 


that  we  understand  fully  the  extent 
and  nature  of  any  discrimination 
that  exists.”  The  policy,  however, 
does  not  provide  for  enforcement 
of  the  prohibition  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  instances  where  it  is  found. 

The  task  force  has  not  yet  been 
convened.  Peter  Drago,  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  reports  that  the  task 
force  is  in  its  final  formative  stages 
with  resumes  and  biographies  be¬ 
ing  received  from  the  14  nominees 
for  the  seven  seats  not  reserved  for 
heads  of  government  agencies.  He 
expects  appointments  to  be  made 
“in  a  matter  of  weeks.”  Although 
reluctant  to  give  GCN  names, 
Drago  revealed  that  the  nominees 
geographically  represent  the  entire 
state.  He  also  disclosed  that  H. 
Carl  McCall,  commissioner  of  the 
state’s  liberal  Division  of  Human 
Rights,  will  be  the  vice  chairperson 
of  the  committee  and  that  the 
chairperson  will  not  be  one  of  the 
thirteen  commissioners  appointed 
to  the  Task  Force  by  the  order  nor 
will  the  chair  be  a  state  employee. 

The  powers  of  the  task  force  as 
enumerated  in  the  order  "were 
“specifically  left  to  be  open- 
ended,”  according  to  Drago.  He 
speculated  that  the  group  “will 
have  the  flexibility  to  do  pretty 
much  what  it  wishes.”  Drago  said 
that  “it  will  not  be  confined  to  ex¬ 
amining  instances  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  only  in  state  agencies”  and 
will  look  at  the  conduct  of  the 
private  sector  to  document  the 
need  for  a  formal  amendment  to 
the  state’s  general  anti¬ 


executive  order  to  end  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  the  federal  government  and 
the  military;  passage  of  a  national 
gay  civil  rights  bill;  enforcement  of 
all  civil  rights  legislation;  passage 
of  the  ERA;  guarantee  of 
reproductive  rights;  end  to  queer¬ 
bashing  and  police  entrapment; 
elimination  of  immigration  and 
naturalization  restrictions  and 
other  human  rights  violations; 
repeal  of  sodomy  and  solicitation 
laws;  legal  recognition  of  lesbian 
and  gay  relationships;  elimination 
of  discrimination  of  lesbians  and 
gays  in  child  custody,  adoption 
and  visitation  agreements;  provi¬ 
sion  of  services  to  lesbian  and  gay 
youth,  seniors,  disabled,  prisoners 
and  low  income  persons  and  an  in¬ 
crease  in  funding  to  social  service 
programs. 

Boneberg  emphasized  that  the 
demands  are  being  made  to  the 
federal  government,  not  just  to  the 
Democratic  Party.  The  timing  of 
the  march  will  allow  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  delegates  to  participate  in 
both  the  march  and  the  conven¬ 
tion. 

Although  speakers  have  been  in¬ 
vited,  only  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF)  Executive  Director 
Virginia  Apuzzo  has  confirmed. 
According  to  Boneberg,  names  of 
other  invitees  will  not  be  released 
unless  and  until  they  accept. 
“However,”  added  Boneberg,  “I 
can  tell  you  this,  it  will  be  co- 
sexual,  [and]  third  world  inclusive. 
[Invitations  went  out  to]  activists, 
congresspeople,  mayors  and 
authors.  [It  will  be]  geographically 
diverse.” 

Unlike  1979’s  national  march  on 
Washington,  this  march  thus  far 
seems  to  be  devoid  of  conflicts. 
Boneberg, who  was  a  member  of 
the  organizing  committee  for  the 
1979  march,  said,  “We’re  getting 
political  support  from  all  the 
political  organizations  that  we’re 


discrimination  law,  Drago  ex¬ 
plained.  However,  the  language  of 
the  executive  order  does  not  give 
the  council  that  power. 

The  statement  of  policy  also 
directs  the  state’s  Office  of 
Employee  Relations  (OER)  to 
issue  and  distribute  regulations 
prohibiting  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  in  state  employment 
and  grants  OER  jurisdiction  to  in¬ 
vestigate  and  resolve  complaints 
concerning  discrimination. 
However,  some  dispute  the  viabili¬ 
ty  of  a  policy  which  splits  jurisdic¬ 
tion  for  implementation  between 
OER  and  an  appointed  task  force 
and  about  whether  OER  is  even 
the  appropriate  agency  to  handle 
discrimination  complaints. 

Nancy  Langer,  the  public  infor¬ 
mation  director  for  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund  in 
New  York,  said,  “We  feel  very 
strongly  that  Executive  Order  #28 
didn’t  go  far  enough  to  protect  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights.  We  would 
very  much  like  to  see  an  indepen¬ 
dent  regulatory  agency,  such  as  the 
state  Division  of  Human  Rights, 
handle  the  complaints.” 

In  fact,  according  to  Liz  Abzug, 
deputy  commissioner  to  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Human  Rights,  Commis¬ 
sioner  McCall  approached  Gover¬ 
nor  Cuomo  with  both  written  and 
verbal  requests  to  assume  jurisdic¬ 
tion  but  his  requests  were  turned 
down.  She  did  not  speculate  as  to 
the  reason  for  the  denial.  A 
spokesman  for  OER  would  not 
comment  as  to  why  they  were 
chosen  rather  than  the  Division  of 


approaching,  that’s  the  difference 
between  this  and  the  1979  march.” 

Howard  Wallace,  a  Bay  Area 
activist  involved  in  the  Coors 
boycott  and  a  co-chair  of  the 
march’s  media  committee,  said 
that  he  also  is  satisfied  that  the 
march  is  being  organized  to  in¬ 
clude  diverse  groups.  He  also 
agreed  that  this  march  has  a 
grassroots  flavor  and  that  the 
speakers  will  present  a  range  of 
concerns  and  opinions  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Wallace  said,  “I’ve  work¬ 
ed  on  a  lot  of  marches  over  the 
years  and  I’m  very  much  for  ac¬ 
tions  like  this.  I  myself  represent 
some  divesity.  I’m  not  a 
Democrat.  We  want  it  to  be  more 
serious  than  just  a  celebration.  But 
we’re  not  trying  to  say  what  it 
must  be  and  must  not  be.  We’re 
trying  to  set  the  tone  in  terms  of 
demands  and  reaching  out  in  all 
directions.” 

Jack  Fertig,  a  local  activist  and 
member  of  the  nun-drag  group, 
the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  In¬ 
dulgence,  told  GCN  that  some  of 
the  sisters  are  active  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  organizing  the  march  and 
the  group  has  endorsed  the  march. 

Other  endorsers  of  the  march 
are  NGTF,  the  National  Coalition 
of  Black  Gays,  Arizona  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Task  Force,  the  four  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  Democratic  clubs  of 
San  Francisco,  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Independent  Democratic 
Clubs  of  New  York  City,  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Labor  Alliance,  the 
Louisiana  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
and  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  -  International. 

When  asked  if  Mayor  Dianne 
Feinstein  supported  the  march, 
Bill  Strawn,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  mayor  told  GCN  “I  have  not 
heard  her  say  a  word  about  it.  I 
don’t  know  if  anybody  has 
brought  her  up  to  speed  on  what 
Continued  on  page  6 


Human  Rights  which  is  charged 
with  investigating  all  other 
discrimination  complaints,  even 
within  state  employment. 

Peter  Drago  at  the  governor’s 
office  said  that  “there  was  no 
specific  reason  why  the  Division  of 
Human  Rights  was  not  given 
jurisdiction,”  but  emphasized  that 
“it  was  not  a  negative  decision.” 
He  explained  that  OER  was  the 
“appropriate  and  logical  place  to 
go”  since  the  order’s  mandate  is 
restricted  to  state  employees  and  it 
is  under  state  law  that  the  Division 
of  Human  Rights  investigates  ra¬ 
cial  and  sexual  discrimination  in 
both  the  public  and  private  sec¬ 
tors.  He  said  that  the  Division  of 
Human  Rights,  OER  and  the  task 
force  will  work  together  very  close¬ 
ly  to  see  the  executive  order  im¬ 
plemented  and  to  enact  a  state  law 
prohibiting  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  final  version  of  OER’s  anti- 
discrimination  regulations  were 
issued  on  May  10  and  distributed 
to  all  state  agencies  and  to  depart¬ 
ment  heads.  Walter  Pellegrini,  of  the 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

PORTSMOUTH,  NH  —  Of¬ 
ficers  from  the  Portsmouth  Police 
Department  and  the  Rockingham 
County  Sheriff’s  Department  have 
arrested  18  men  in  a  seven-day 
undercover  operation  on  Pierce 
Island,  a  local  outdoor  gay  cruis¬ 
ing  area. 

At  a  May  14  press  conference 
held  to  announce  the  arrests, 
police  also  said  they  would  clear 
the  area  of  trees  and  bushes  in 
order  to  prevent  gay  men  from 
qontinuing  to  meet  on  the  island. 

Jhe  18  men,  who  were  charged 
with  lewdness  and  sexual  assault, 
have  been  released  on  bail  pending 
hearings.  The  Manchester  Union 
Leader,  well-known  as  a  conser¬ 
vative,  homophobic  paper, 
published  a  front-page  story  under 
the  headline,  “18  Men  Face  Sex 
Charges”  along  with  the  name  and 
hometown  of  each  man  arrested. 
Both  the  Boston  Herald  and  the 
Boston  Globe  also  featured  promi¬ 
nent  articles,  although  neither 
Boston  paper  printed  the  names  of 
the  men  arrested. 

“For  some  time  ij’s  been  a  cruis¬ 
ing  area  for  gays,”  Rockingham 
County  Deputy  Sheriff  Joseph 


Office  of  Employee  Relations  and 
one  of  the  drafters  of  the  regula¬ 
tions,  explained  that  OER's  func¬ 
tion  under  the  policy  is  to  process 
only  those  complaints  of  discrimi¬ 
nation  based  on  sexual  orientation 
and  only  those  in  state  employ¬ 
ment.  Instances  of  discrimination 
against  homosexuals  by  com¬ 
panies  holding  state  contracts  are 
not  covered  by  OER  regulations 
since  the  executive  order  does  not 
include  contract  language  similar 
to  the  anti-discrimination  policy  in 
New  York  City. 

Steve  Miller,  an  attorney  on 
Lambda’s  board  of  directors, 
charged  that  “regulations  have 
been  promulgated  which  affect  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  but 
which  the  community  had  no 
knowledge  of  or  had  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  respond  to  before  the 
final  regulations  were  issued.” 
When  asked  if  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  was  given  a  chance  to 
see  and  comment  on  the  regula¬ 
tions  before  finalization, 
Pellegrini  told  GCN  that  four  un- 
Continued  on  page  6 


Akerley  told  GCN,  “but  it  hasn’t 
got  the  notoriety,  there  haven’t 
been  a  tremendous  amount  of 
complaints  until  recently.  .  .  .  It’s 
a  problem  that  started  down  there, 
not  solely  on  the  part  of  the  gays, 
but  by  some  other  people  that  were 
out  there  to  give  them  a  bad  time 
and  I’m  sure  you  know  know  what 
1  mean.” 

Akerley,  who  personally  made 
some  of  the  arrests  and  told  the 
Boston  Globe  he  was  one  of  those 
“assaulted,”  said  that  police  had 
previously  arrested  some  of  those 
out  to  give  the  gay  men  “a  bad 
time.”  And  Akerley  claimed  he 
would  not  distinguish  between 
homosexuals  and  heterosexuals 
violating  the  law.  “Unfortunately, 
when  we  went  in  there,  there  were 
no  girls  and  guys  in  there  or  they’d 
have  gone  too,”  he  said. 

Portsmouth  police  Captain 
William  Mortimer  told  GCN  the 
arrests  were  made  in  response  to 
complaints  from  nearby  residents. 
Mortimer  said  the  cruising  and 
complaints  had  increased  after  the 
island  was  mentioned  in  Bob 
Damron’s  Address  Book,  a  na¬ 
tional  guidebook  for  gay  men. 


BOSTON  —  Eric  Rofes  (I.)  and  U.S.  Rep.  Barney  Frank  confer  at  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  (BL/GPA)  annual  fundrais¬ 
ing  auction  held  at  the  Hotel  Lenox  on  Friday,  May  11.  Rofes,  the 
BL/GPA  chairperson,  reported  that  the  Alliance  netted  $8500  from  the 
auction.  The  funds  will  be  used  to  finance  BL/GPA’s  programs 
throughout  the  coming  year,  including  a  voter  registration  drive,  a  lob¬ 
bying  effort  for  a  city-wide  human  rights  ordinance,  a  public  safety 
forum,  and  a  June  rally  at  Faneuil  Hall  featuring  National  Gay  Task 
Force  executive  director  Virginia  Apuzzo.  Also  in  attendance  at  the  auc¬ 
tion  were  James  Shannon,  U.S.  Senate  candidate;  District  8  City  Coun¬ 
cillor  David  Scondras;  District  8  School  Committeemember  Abby 
Browne;  and  District  2  City  Councillor  James  Kelly. 


Visibility  and  Diversity 

National  March  Will  Make 
Demands  of  Democrats 


Eighteen  Arrested 
At  Cruising  Area 
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Editorial - 

501  (c)  3:  One  Small  Step 


The  struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  occurs  on  many 
fronts,  in  many  forms.  GCN  has  recently  won  a  small  but  signifi¬ 
cant  battle  that  will  have  a  major  impact  on  our  financial  situation. 
After  years  of  filing  endless  forms,  reorganizing  our  accounting 
structure,  and  explaining  how  we  work  in  the  minutely  defined 
jargon  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation,  Inc.  (the  membership  corporation  made 
up  of  volunteers,  staff  and  former  staff,  and  board  and  former 
board  members  that  publishes  Gay  Community  News),  has  been 
granted  501  (c)  3  tax-exempt  status. 

The  importance  of  tax-exempt  status  to  GCN  after  so  many 
years  cannot  be  over-emphasized.  GCN  has  always  relied  on  you 
—  our  readers  and  supporters  —  to  help  keep  us  financially  sol¬ 
vent.  You  have  always  recognized  the  benefits  implicit  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  paper:  expanded  news  and  feature  coverage,  a 
stronger  impact  on  the  community  at  large,  and  modest  raises  for 
the  staff.  Now  you  will  benefit  financially  as  well  by  being  able  to 
deduct  your  contribution  from  your  taxes. 

As  part  of  our  on-going  effort  to  keep  GCN  readers  abreast  of 
how  the  paper  operates  and  what  role  our  readers  play,  we  have 
provided  below  in  modified  form  the  information  we  provided  to 
the  IRS  about  Gay  Community  News  and  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation’s  history,  structure,  and  purpose. 


501  (c)  3:  U’hat  is  it? 

Basically,  the  IRS  exempts  certain  types  of  corporations  from 
certain  taxes,  based  on  their  purpose,  method  of  operating,  and 
type  of  financial  support.  You  must  demonstrate  that  you  are 
fulfilling  your  exempt  purpose,  and  that  you  have  broad,  public 
support  financially  and  organizationally.  There  are  over  two 
dozen  specific  determinations  of  tax  exemption  available,  with 
sub-categories  in  these  groups.  The  specific  laws  concerning  tax 
exempt  organizations  are  constantly  in  flux,  depending  on  whether 
the  federal  administration  is  socially  conservative  or  liberal. 

How  do  you  get  it? 

In  order  to  be  recognized  as  a  tax-exempt  organization  you 
must  file  a  lengthy  and  complicated  form.  If  you  file  within  15 
months  of  the  date  of  incorporation,  as  we  did,  your  determina¬ 
tion  is  retroactive  to  the  date  of  incorporation.  (This  means  that 
donations  made  since  July  1,  1982  are  deductible  —  donors  may 
file  an  amended  return  for  those  contributions.)  When  an 
organization  files  for  tax  exemption,  it  must  submit  future  budgets 
for  an  advance  ruling  of  up  to  five  years.  At  that  time  you  are 
reviewed  for  a  final  determination.  Tax  exempt  organizations  file  a 
different  tax  return  than  non-exempt  corporations. 

Organizational  Test 

You  must  undergo  a  test  of  the  organization’s  purpose,  which 
in  our  case  meant  we  had  to  demonstrate  that  we  are  operating  in 
order  to  educate  the  public  and  our  community  about  the  issues  af¬ 
fecting  lesbians  and  gay  men.  In  order  to  do  this,  we  explained  the 
history  of  GCN,  and  described  the  many  things  our  organization 
does. 


The  Gay  Community  News 

The  Gay  Community  News  (GCN)  was  first  published  in 
June,  1973,  just  prior  to  Boston’s  annual  lesbian  and  gay  pride 
march,  and  has  published  weekly  since  then.  Initially  a 
mimeographed  newsletter  and  calendar  of  events,  GCN  was 
started  by  an  ad  hoc  group  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists  who  need¬ 
ed  a  better  way  to  communicate  with  each  other  and  their  com¬ 
munity.  The  newsletter  served  a  vital  and  growing  need,  and  soon 
moved  from  the  Charles  Street  Meeting  House  (then  the  home  of 
many  of  Boston’s  fledgling  lesbian  and  gay  organizations)  into  its 
own  offices  on  22  Bromfield  Street.  Ignited  by  the  riots  at  New 
York’s  Stonewall  Bar  in  summer,  1969,  the  Boston  lesbian  and 
gay  community  was  eagerly  and  vociferously  engaged  in  organiz¬ 
ing  itself.  The  Gay  Community  News  provided  a  forum  for  this 
evolving  consciousness,  and  grew  to  a  16-page  tabloid  in  its  first 
year.  In  the  summer  of  1978,  the  membership  of  GCN  committed 
itself  to  covering  national  news,  while  maintaining  a  special  focus 
on  and  commitment  to  the  local  Boston  community.  GCN  has 
always  seen  its  main  purpose  as  providing  a  forum  for  discussion 
of  the  many  issues  important  to  our  diverse  community,  as  well  as 
providing  the  news  and  features  essential  to  supporting  an  in¬ 
formed  and  politically  active  lesbian  and  gay  movement. 

The  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  History 

The  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  was  incor¬ 
porated  on  July  1,  1982,  and  superceded  National  Gay  News,  Inc. 
The  purpose  of  BSEF,  Inc.  is  to  educate  society  about  the  pro¬ 
blems  and  contributions  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  While  much  of 
our  effort  is  directed  toward  researching,  recording,  and 
disseminating  information  within  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
a  substantial  portion  of  our  work  is  directed  toward  educating 
public  officials,  organizations  that  are  involved  in  other  areas  of 
social  and  political  change,  and  the  non-gay  public  at  large. 

A  major  educational  tool  for  the  Bromfield  Street  Educa¬ 
tional  Foundation  is  the  weekly  newspaper  we  publish.  The  Gay 
Community  News.  This  periodical  is  available  at  a  low  cost 
subscription,  on  newsstands,  in  bookstores,  and  by  bulk  on  re¬ 
quest  nationally  and  internationally.  Something  over  half  of  our 
distribution  is  within  the  Greater  Boston  area,  the  rest  in  urban 
and  rural  U.S.,  Canada,  and  about  18  foreign  countries. 

Ultimately,  the  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  ex¬ 


ists  to  further  the  movement  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation,  whose 
goals,  we  believe  are  intertwined  with  the  goals  of  the  feminist 
movement:  gay  people  and  women  both  experience  oppression 
because  sex  roles  and  sexuality  are  restricted  and  manipulated 
under  capitalist  patriarchy. 

The  slogan,  “We  are  everywhere,”  popular  at  lesbian  and 
gay  rallies  and  marches,  expresses  the  fact  that  lesbians  and  gay 
men  come  from  all  racial,  ethnic,  and  class  backgrounds,  and  in 
all  ages,  shapes,  degrees  of  able-bodiedness,  regions,  religions, 
and  political  ilks.  We  are,  consequently,  part  of  the  movements 
and  struggles  of  all  oppressed  people.  Therefore,  BSEF  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  exploring  the  connections  between  the  lesbian  and  gay 
experience,  and  the  experience  of  other  minorities. 

Other  Educational  Projects 

In  addition  to  publishing  Gay  Community  News  each  week, 
the  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  sponsors  a  lesbian 
and  gay  prisoner  project,  which  works  to  get  GCN  and  other 
publications  and  books  into  prisons;  fights  prison  censorhip; 
makes  connections  between  the  inside  and  outside  through  ar¬ 
ticles  and  notices  by  and  about  prisoners  and  the  unique  oppres¬ 
sion  they  face  in  the  racist,  sexist,  classist,  homophobic  prison  in¬ 
dustry;  and  helps  provide  prisoners  with  legal  information  and 
referrals. 

We  also  maintain  resource  materials  for  people  reseaching 
lesbian  and  gay  history  and  current  events.  Although  we  lost 
much  of  our  collection  of  left,  feminist,  and  gay  periodicals  and 
books  in  our  fire  of  1982,  we  make  our  own  back  issues  and  titles 
index,  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  and  selected  issues  of  more  re¬ 
cent  progressive  publications  available  to  the  public. 

Other  educational  activities  have  included  sponsoring  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  film  festival;  providing  speakers  for  forums  and 
workshops;  teaching  layout  techniques  to  interested  community 
volunteers;  providing  technical  assistance  for  community 
organizations  who  wish  to  create  print  materials;  and  operating  as 
a  de  facto  hot  line  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  all  over  the  country 
who  call  us  because  they  “figure  you  folks  would  know.” 

Structure 

Although  somewhat  unorthodox  and  complicated,  the 
Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation’s  structure  has  evolved 
over  the  years  to  meet  our  continuing  needs  to  expand  our  educa¬ 
tional  programs  within  the  context  of  a  democratic,  and 
community-inclusive,  decision-making  process.  Gay  Community 
News,  Inc.,  the  mother  of  the  current  organization,  began  as  a 
strict  collective,  with  everyone  doing  a  little  of  everything,  and 
participating  in  every  decision.  As  more  people  joined  the 
organization,  and  the  nature  of  the  news  coverage,  design,  and 
additional  projects  became  more  sophisticated,  weekly  pressures 
made  that  structure  unworkable.  The  group  began  to  experiment 
with  various  ways  of  dividing  up  responsibility  and  power. 
Several  generations  later,  the  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foun¬ 
dation  operates  with  three  decisionmaking  bodies:  the  Board  of 
Directors,  the  paid  Staff,  and  the  Membership  (members  of  the 
Board  and  Staff,  plus  some  130  volunteer  writers,  envelope  stuf- 
fers,  photographers,  artists,  proofreaders,  office  workers,  and 
former  board  and  staff  members). 

The  Membership  meets  once  a  month  and  makes  decisions 
about  the  general  political  direction  and  policies  of  the  paper,  and 
has  input  into  all  other  major  decisions.  At  each  membership 
meeting,  the  previous  issues  of  GCN  are  reviewed,  project  coor¬ 
dinators  and  committee  chairs  report,  and  a  major  discussion 
about  some  aspect  of  the  organization  is  discussed. 

A  ten-member  Board  of  Directors  is  elected  semi-annually  (5 
seats  each  election)  by  the  membership.  The  Board  meets  at  least 
monthly  to  set  financial  policy,  oversee  hiring  and  firing,  and 
engage  in  fundraising. 

Paid  staff  members  are  hired  by  a  committee  composed 
roughly  equally  of  board  members,  staff  members,  and 
volunteers.  There  are  currently  ten  full-time  and  one  half-time 
staff  members.  Base  salary  for  full-time  staff  is  currently  SI 50 
gross  per  week.  Staff  members  meet  a  least  once  a  week  to  make 
decisions  about  the  day-to-day  operations  of  the  paper.  The  staff 
makes  collective  decisions  by  vote  and  by  consensus.  Reception 
work  is  done  on  rotation  by  staff  members,  and  each  staff 
member  is  hired  to  do  a  particular  function.  Staffers  have  a  great 
deal  of  control  over  their  own  departments,  but  they  are  expected 
to  execute  the  mandates  of  the  membership  and  staff. 

BSEF  utilizes  many  volunteers  in  every  aspect  of  the 
organization.  There  are  standing  volunteer  positions,  such  as  Pro¬ 
ofreader,  Calendar  Editor,  Microfilm  Coordinator,  Art  Assis¬ 
tant,  but  also  many  changing  volunteer  functions.  Our  Friday 
night  mailing  of  GCN  is  a  community  event,  and  has  been  a  place 
where  people  feel  comfortable  meeting  new  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Obtaining  the  501  (c)  3  tax-exempt  status  has  been  a  long, 
difficult,  and  tedious  process,  but  we  feel  it  is  a  significant  vic¬ 
tory.  Not  only  will  it  enable  us  to  receive  grants  that  were 
previously  unavailable,  but  the  IRS  has  had  to  acknowledge  the 
unique  role  of  the  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  and 
Gay  Community  News  in  our  community.  We’ve  always  known 
that  we  weren’t  just  another  newspaper,  that  we  were  out  to 
spread  the  word  about  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  not  just  out  to 
turn  a  buck.  Getting  this  status  means  another  step  toward  insur¬ 
ing  that  our  community’s  voice  is  heard  in  Boston,  across  the 
country,  and  around  the  world. 
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Speaking  Out — - 

On  Anti-Porn  Efforts  and  Gay  Male  Separatism 

By  Robert  Halfhill 


Although  GCN  covered  the  controversy  over  the  proposed  anti-pornography 
ordinance  in  Minneapolis  to  some  degree,  few  of  the  reasons  motivating  the  many  people 
who  opposed  it  appeared  in  your  paper.  Unfortunately,  it  was  mostly  that  section  of  the 
feminist  movement  who  supported  the  ordinance  and  who  smeared  opponents  as  “anti¬ 
women”  whose  views  received  mention  in  your  coverage.  There  is  a  need  for  a  more 
thoughtful,  in-depth  analysis  of  the  issues. 

During  the  last  few  months,  Gays  from  widely  disparate  factions  within  the 
Minneapolis  Gay  community  have  come  out  against  the  ordinance.  In  addition  to  myself 
and  Tim  Campbell,  who  is  editor  of  the  GLC  Voice ,  one  of  our  community’s  local 
newspapers,  these  opponents  include  Rick  Osborne,  an  open  Gay  who  sits  on  the 
Minneapolis  Commission  on  Civil  Rights;  Steve  Broin,  who  has  been  active  in  the  Gay 
Christian  organizations;  and  Gay  alderman  Brian  Coyle.  This  almost  unanimous  opposition 
in  the  Gay  male  community  is  no  accident.  There  are  at  least  six  connections  between  the 
campaign  against  pornography  and  anti  Gay  bigotry. 

First,  the  neighborhood  anti-porn  movement  and  those  majority  sections  of  the 
feminist  and  Lesbian  movements  that  have  campaigned  against  pornography  have 
provoked  the  arrest  of  nearly  3500  Gays  in  adult  bookstores  and  elsewhere  in  the  last  three 
and  a  half  years.  Those  of  us  who  had  meetings  with  Minneapolis  Police  Chief  Anthony 
Bouza  to  protest  these  arrests  remember  that  he  would  often  say  that  he  was  getting  it  from 
“the  other  side.”  This  is  documented  in  an  article  by  Eric  Lindbom,  “Fraser,  Bouza  Meet 
With  Gays  To  Discuss  Arrests,”  on  page  1  of  the  July  21,  1980  Minnesota  Daily,  the 
University  of  Minnesota  student  newspaper.  Bouza  made  the  same  argument  when  he 
appeared  before  the  Fifth  Congressional  District  Democratic  Farmer  Labor  Party  Central 
Committee  on  Thursday,  October  13,  1980.  (In  Minnesota,  the  Democratic  Party  goes  by 
the  name  of  the  Democratic  Farmer  Labor  Party.) 

The  fact  that  the  number  of  Gays  arrested  by  the  Minneapolis  police  vice  squad  is 
approaching  3500  can  be  documented  also.  An  article  by  Dick  Dahl  in  the  April  27,  1983 
City  Pages,  “The  High  Price  of  Vice,”  states  that  the  vice  squad  has  made  nearly  7000 
arrests  in  the  first  three  years  of  the  Bouza  administration  and  that  about  one  third  of  those 
arrested  were  Gays.  This  gives  us  an  average  of  2. 1  arrests  of  Gays  per  day.  The  December 
14,  1979  issue  of  the  MCGLR  Lesbian/Gay  Newsbriefs  states  that  the  arrests  began  on 
October  15,  1979,  nearly  three  months  before  Bouza  took  office.  Multiplying  the  number  of 
days  from  the  date  to  the  present  by  2.1  gives  us  over  3450  arrests  and  the  figure  will  have 
probably  passed  3500  by  the  time  this  article  appears. 

Secondly,  there  is  no  way  to  mount  a  campaign  against  the  bookstores,  whether 
through  the  proposed  anti-pornography  ordinance,  or  through  a  recent  proposal  to  amend 
Minnesota’s  nuisance  abatement  statute,  or  by  any  other  means  that  will  not  create  public 
pressure  that  will  lead  to  an  increased  number  of  arrests  of  Gays  in  adult  bookstores. 

Third,  the  anti-Gay  bigots  are  using  this  campaign  against  pornography  to  attack  Gays. 
For  example,  Robert  L.  Grindale,  who  refers  to  himself  as  having  “worked  in  law 
enforcement,”  says  in  a  letter  to  the  February  4,  1984  Minneapolis  Star  and  Tribune:  “Let’s 
pass  an  ‘abatement’  law  so,  after  three  violations,  we  can  close  down  any  bookstore, 
homosexual  bar,  bathhouse,  massage  parlor  or  whatever.” 

Fourth,  since  most  Gays  are  still  closeted,  the  bookstores,,  along  with  the  bars,  parks, 
beaches  and  bathhouses,  are  among  the  few  places  we  can  meet.  Breeders  have  the  entire 
society  in  which  they  can  meet  each  other — work,  school,  neighborhood,  church,  etc.  Thus 
any  closing  down  of  the  bookstores,  even  if  it  could  be  done  without  the  arrest  of  a  single 
Gay,  would  mean  a  general  dimunition  of  the  quality  of  life  for  many  members  of  our 
community. 

Fifth,  there  is  a  covert  anti-Gay  tinge  to  this  campaign  against  pornography.  This  can 
best  be  brought  out  by  discussing  the  slide  show  on  pornography  that  NOW  showed  at  a 
recent  forum  on  pornography  in  Minneapolis.  Mixed  in  with  pictures  of  battered  women  in 
the  NOW  presentation,  there  are  many  off-the-wall  interpretations  of  main  stream  ads  and 
pornography.  For  example,  there  is  a  perfume  ad  with  a  picture  of  a  woman  holding  the 
perfume  bottle  against  her  throat  in  a  sensuous  manner.  In  no  way  can  this  ad  be  taken  to 
convey  anything  more  than  a  woman  projecting  sensuality.  The  NOW  interpretation  is  that 
she  is  about  to  stab  herself  in  the  throat.  In  another  perfume  ad,  there  is  a  handsome  young 
man  in  a  tie  and  striped  shirt  looking  at  a  woman  sitting  at  a  dressing  table.  The  NOW 
interpretation  was  that  there  was  going  to  be  violence.  The  only  message  I  picked  up  was 
that  there  was  going  to  be  some  exciting,  consensual  sex. 

In  the  one  instance  of  Gay  pornography  in  the  slide  show,  there  is  a  picture  of  a  man’s 
groin  and  his  erect  penis  above  an  adolescent,  who  appeared  to  be  about  fourteen,  lying  face 
down  on  a  locker  room  bench  to  receive  him.  The  lecturer  who  accompanied  the  slide  show 
went  on  about  men  penetrating  women  and  boys  and  “sodomy.”  Well,  what  the  fuck  is 
wrong  with  that?  I  picked  up  no  message  from  the  slide  that  the  relationship  was  not 
consensual;  in  fact,  quite  the  contrary. 

The  “feminist”  anti-pornographers  recently  held  a  picket  against  the  movie,  Saolo 
when  it  was  shown  on  the  University  of  Minnesota  campus  in  Minneapolis.  One  of  their 
spokespersons,  Therese  Stanton,  was  interviewed  afterwards  on  WCCO,  a  local  TV  station. 
She  complained  about  the  “sodomy”  in  the  movie.  Since  Gay  men  don’t  have  vaginas,  the 
only  way  we  can  have  sex,  beside  mutual  masturbation  or  rubbing  penises  together  or  fist 
tucking,  is  oral  or  anal  sodomy.  The  covert  anti-Gayness  in  this  anti-pornography  campaign 
is  revealed  when  its  spokespersons  use  sodomy  as  an  epithet. 

Sixth,  Gays  can  never  be  free  of  homophobic  attacks  until  our  society’s  erotophobia  is 
eliminated.  Why,  if  there  is  not  a  puritanical  gut  reaction  against  sex  on  the  part  of  the 
supporters  of  this  anti-pornography  movement,  do  they  not  attack  with  equal  fervor  other 
aspects  of  our  society  that  are  sexist?  As  Richard  Turits  says  in  his  review  of  Powers  of 
Desire:  The  Politics  of  Sexuality  ( GCN  2/18/84):  “Certainly  the  pornography  industry  is 
grossly  sexist  but  so  are  the  film  and  television  industries— yet  we  don’t  see  an  anti-film  or 


Big  doin’s  on  tap  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Pride  Day  in  your 
town?  Tell  the  world!  Send  us 
your  b/w  photos  and  a  brief 
summary  of  Pride  events.  You 
and  your  friends  will  become  a 
part  of  the  gay  liberation 
movement’s  history  by  being 
included  in  GCA’s  annual  na¬ 
tional  Pride  summary.  Don’t 
be  shy,  show  us  your  pride! 
Deadline  is  June  25.  Please  in¬ 
clude  a  contact  name  and 
phone  number.  Mail  to:  Pride 
Editor,  GCA,  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  02111. 


Typesetter/Features  Staffer 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
full-time  typesetter/features  staffer. 
Responsibilities  include:  coordinating 
the  typesetting  of,  and  typesetting 
GCN;  coordinating,  along  with  a 
freelance  typesetter,  GCN’s  outside 
typesetting  business;  working  with  the 
features  editor  on  an  array  of  projects 
which  could  include:  the  calendar,  art, 
lay-out,  writing  articles  or  reviews. 

Typesetting  experience  helpful,  good 
touch-typing  skills  essential.  Commit¬ 
ment  to  feminism  and  social  change 
and  a  willingness  to  work  in  a  collective 
setting.  People  of  color  especially  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  $  150/week,  three 
weeks  paid  vacation,  health  insurance. 
Send  applications  to  Gordon  Gottlieb, 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111,  or  call  (617) 
426-4469  for  more  information. 


anti-TV  movement  within  feminism.” 

As  long  as  the  majority  of  people  in  our  society  are  inculcated  with  the  gut  feeling  that 
there  is  something  wrong  with  sex,  Gays  will  always  be  in  danger  of  homophobic  attacks. 
Society  cannot  ban  sex  entirely  if  it  is  going  to  last  for  more  than  one  generation.  But  people 
with  such  attitudes  towards  sex  will  always  be  amenable  to  banning  the  non-reproductive 
forms  of  sex,  which,  of  course,  include  Gay  sex. 

Although  there  are  many  straight  women  active  in  this  anti-pornography  campaign, 
Lesbians  have  a  weight  in  this  movement,  in  terms  of  percentages  of  members,  proportion 
of  leadership  positions  and  source  of  the  movement’s  energy,  far  out  of  proportion  to  their 
percentage  of  the  population.  Pat  Bond  expressed  the  attitude  towards  Gays  that  many 
Lesbians  apparently  have  in  her  one-woman  show  on  Gertrude  Stein.  She  had  Stein  tell 
Ernest  Hemingway  that,  unlike  men,  when  two  women  get  together,  they  don’t  do 
disgusting  things. 

The  conflict  between  Gays  and  Lesbians  locally,  in  the  Twin  Cities,  actually  goes  back 
to  1970.  At  that  time,  a  conference  put  on  by  FREE  (Fight  Repression  of  Erotic  Expression), 
the  first  Gay  and  Lesbian  Liberation  group  in  the  area,  was  disrupted  by  a  group  of  pseudo¬ 
radicals.  That  is  to  say,  the  disrupters  were  not  real  radicals  but  the  kind  of  imitation  radicals 
who  do  nothing  but  sit  around  in  a  consciousness  raising  circle  and  give  themselves  a 
pretentious  sense  of  self-importance  by  tearing  each  other  down  for  allegedly  being  sexist, 
racist  and  classist.  As  part  of  the  general  absurdity,  the  Lesbians  walked  out.  When  they 
came  back  to  read  their  prepared  statement,  one  man,  who  apparently  knew  her,  referred  to 
their  spokesperson,  Renee  Hanover,  by  her  name.  “I  resent  the  personal  reference,” 
Hanover  replied.  “I’m  part  of  this  group  and  you’re  just  another  man  to  me.”  Later  it  was 
arranged  for  the  Lesbians  to  give  a  presentation  a)  a  FREE  meeting.  Naive  as  I  was,  1 
thought  we  would  learn  exactly  what  they  were  so  angry  about.  The  women  gathered  in  a 
threatening  knot  outside  the  door  of  the  meeting  room,  talking  in  hostile  voices.  They  then 
marched  into  the  room  in  a  militant  manner  and  stood  glowering  at  the  group  while  one  of 
their  number  thrust  out  her  mammary  glands  towards  us  in  an  aggressive  fashion  and 
proceeded  to  read  an  article  from  Ebony  about  why  white  women  are  attracted  to  third 
world  men.  It  was  never  explained  what  this  had  to  do  with  why  they  were  so  angry  at  the 
men.  As  one  Gay  later  punned:  “Those  women  were  revolting.” 

I  first  realized  that  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Communities  were  two  separate  communities 
in  1977,  during  the  turmoil  in  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  around  Dade  County  and  Anita 
Bryant’s  visit  to  the  Twin  Cities.  I  am  sure  that  people  in  other  cities  will  be  able  to  think  of 
similar  local  examples.  The  state  Lesbian-Gay  rights  Bill  had  just  gone  down  to  defeat  under 
a  massive  fundamentalist  phone-in  to  the  Legislature,  and  Rick  Huskey  had  been  barred 
from  the  ministry  by  the  United  Methodists  for  being  Gay.  When  we  had  a  meeting  of  about 
400  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  the  Hennepin  County  Government  Center,  the  majority  of  the 
Lesbians  raised  a  cacaphony  about  a  drag  poster  for  the  Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show.  Ted 
Herbert  had  put  out  a  leaflet  under  the  name  of  a  group  called  The  Harness  attacking  the 
“Liberated  Woman”  for  “castrating”  men  and  causing  more  and  more  “top  quality  men” 
to  turn  Gay  as  a  result.  Unlike  the  drag  poster,  the  Herbert  leaflet  was  sexist.  However,  the 
Lesbians  blamed  the  entire  Gay  Community.  “Clean  it  up!”  one  of  them  shrieked,  “It’s  in 
your  community!”  This  is  exactly  the  same  fallacy  that  racists  use  to  attack  minorities. 
When  one  member  of  a  minority  commits  a  crime,  racists  say  that  all  members  of  the 
minority  are  like  that.  A  slightly  more  sophisticated  version  of  this  argument  is  to  tell  the 
minorities  that  it  is  in  their  community  and  they  shouldn’t  expect  to  have  any  rights  until 
they  clean  it  up. 

One  man  at  the  meeting,  apparently  attending  his  first  meeting,  said  “1  don’t  know  any 
girls.”  and  was  booed.  Of  course,  he  shouldn’t  have  used  this  term  for  women,  but  you 
can’t  expect  people  to  know  these  things  intuitively  at  their  first  meeting  without  political 
education.  I  have  never  seen  him  at  any  function  of  the  Gay  Community  since  that  night.  All 
this  was  going  on  while  the  ERA  was  going  down  to  defeat,  abortion  rights  were  being 
restricted,  Phyllis  Schlafly  and  Anita  Bryant  were  on  the  rampage,  and  the  Lesbian-Gay 
Rights  Bill  was  going  down  to  defeat.  Clearly,  the  majority  of  the  Lesbians  at  that  meeting 
had  their  priorities  in  order. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  I  realized  that  Gays  and  Lesbians  were  two  separate 
communities.  The  most  minimal  criterion  for  a  community,  in  the  absence  of  a  common 
geographical  location  or  established  institutions,  is  a  set  of  overlapping  social  networks. 
Since  most  Gays  and  Lesbians  do  not  socialize  with  each  other,  even  this  minimum  criterion 
for  being  one  community  is  lacking. 

At  the  NOLAG  conference  in  Los  Angeles  in  1981,  most  of  the  Lesbians  continually 
threatened  to  walk  out  of  the  conference  if  the  Sexual  Freedom  Resolution,  which  defended 
the  rights  of  people  involved  in  S  and  M,  transvestitism  and  transsexualism,  and  cross- 
generational  sex,  passed.  At  that  point,  I  realized  that  not  only  were  we  two  separate 
communities,  but  that  we  would  have  to  establish  two  separate  rights  movements  if  the 
Lesbians  were  always  going  to  threaten  to  walk  out  if  they  didn’t  get  their  way. 

After  contemplating  this  near  fourteen-year  record  of  acrimony  from  the  majority  of 
the  Lesbians,  I  for  one  am  tired  of  fucking  with  those  women.  Gays  don’t  fuck  with  women 
literally;  it  is  time  we  stop  fucking  with  them  metaphorically  if  potentially  productive  joint 
meetings  are  going  to  be  disrupted  in  this  manner.  And  I  am  not  concerned  with  the 
objection  that  we  would  be  a  much  smaller  movement  if  Gays  go  off  separately  and  organize 
on  our  own.  One  30-horsepower  engine  pulling  in  one  direction  can  accomplish  far  more, 
than  two  30-horsepower  engines  linked  but  pulling  in  opposite  directions. 

Two  separate  communities  needn’t  be  hostile.  If  things  were  different,  we  could  still 
cooperate  on  matters  of  common  interest  such  as  Lesbian-Gay  rights  legislation,  although 
Gays  would  need  to  organize  their  own  institutions  such  as  newspapers,  etc.  If  the  Lesbians 
can  be  separatists,  Gays  can  too.  However,  this  kind  of  friendly  alliance  will  not  be  possible 
as  long  as  joint  meetings  are  going  to  be  paralysed  by  the  type  of  acrimony  described  above. 
In  that  situation,  the  only  course  is  for  Gays  to  ignore  the  Lesbians  and  organize  on  our 
own.  But  even  this  is  not  good  enough  if  the  majority  of  Lesbians  are  going  to  persist  in  a 
course  which,  in  the  Twin  Cities,  has  led  to  the  arrest  of  nearly  3500  Gays.  Our  relations  will 
have  to  be  hostile  if  this  continues.  In  the  Twin  Cities,  Gays  should  picket  the  Lesbian 
Survival  Center  and  Catherine  MacKinnon’s  anti-pornography  dass  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota  and  demonstrate  when  Susan  Brownmiller  and  Andrea  Dworkin  come  to  town. 
If,  as  police  chief  Bouza  says,  he  is  getting  it  from  the  other  side,  we  should  move  against  the 
source  of  the  pressure  in  the  feminist,  Lesbian  and  neighborhood  movements. 

There  are,  of  course,  non-separatist  Lesbians  who  work  very  well  with  Gays.  We  should 
continue  to  work  with  them. 

The  ERA  went  down  to  defeat  and  more  and  more  restrictions  are  being  placed  on 
reproductive  freedom.  No  progress  has  been  made  on  comparable  pay  over  the  last  20  years 
—  women  still  make  59  cents  on  the  dollar.  And  yet,  most  of  the  Lesbians  are  worrying 
about  what  people  read.  When  I  view  this  situation,  I  am  tempted  to  repeat  the  words  of  Dell 
Martin  when  she  announced  the  Lesbians’  split  from  the  Gay  movement  because  she  felt 
there  was  too  much  emphasis  on  defending  Gays  arrested  in  restrooms:  “Is  that  all  there 
is?”  Is  that  all  there  is? 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 

for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver- 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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AWESOME! 


"If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you'll  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

"Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!" 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Zs 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z. 


THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 


1180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street. 
Telephone  332-7800 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section, 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  District  ot  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W.  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIOE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world:  does  not  include  USA  a 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  lor  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  US  A  In  Canada ,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4  Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Rodio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  i  T  V  i  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE1  Outside  antenna  mstallo 
•on  o  specialty  Moss  Tech  Lie  981 
Old  foshioned  service  ot  an  honest  price1 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVER!  ST.,  BEACON  MILL 
Botton  Tel.  523-2117 


Mexican  Gay  Groups 
Denounce  Police  Sweeps 

By  John  Kyper 


MEXICO  CITY— In  a  joint 
press  bulletin  issued  late  in  March, 
representatives  of  Mexico’s  gay 
and  lesbian  groups  have  attacked 
as  unconstitutional  widespread 
police  raids  directed  against  per¬ 
sons  on  the  streets  late  at  night. 
They  also  announced  their  plans 
for  political  action  in  conjunction 
with  worldwide  activities  sched¬ 
uled  as  part  of  International  Gay 
Year  1984. 

In  one  spectacular  raid  on 
March  9-10,  more  than  50  patrol 
cars  and  10  busloads  of  police 'of¬ 
ficers  swooped  down  on  the  Zona 
Rosa  and  the  adjacent  Colonia 
Roma,  arresting  over  a  thousand 
people,  particularly  youths,  pro¬ 
stitutes  and  gay  people.  The  opera¬ 
tion,  authorized  by  the  new 
secretary  of  the  police  authority, 
was  officially  named  “Operation 
Civic  Protection.”  Similar  though 
smaller  police  actions  have 
become  increasingly  com¬ 
monplace  within  the  past  year,  in 
Mexico  City  and  in  other  cities 
throughout  Mexico  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  11,  No.  18). 

The  press  gave  the  roundup 
heavy  and  sensationalist  coverage 
the  following  day:  Sol  de  Mexico 
referred  to  those  arrested  a§  “sluts 
and  lowlife,”  while  Cuestidn 
dismissed  them  as  “drug  addicts, 
muggers,  homosexuals  and 

New  York 
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drunks.”  But  a  more  thoughtful 
analysis  appearing  three  weeks 
later  in  El  Universal  challenged  the 
efficacy  of  this  purported  cam¬ 
paign  against  delinquency:  “Is  the 
public  protected?  The  answer  is 
clear:  No.”  It  laid  the  increase  in 
street  crime  to  the  country’s 
economic  crisis,  adding  that  such 
drastic  measures  as  those 
employed  by  the  police  would  con¬ 
tribute  little  to  solving  the  prob¬ 
lem. 

The  gay  organization’s  press 
bulletin  went  farther,  charging 
that  “these  roundups  have  created 
in  many  localities  a  virtual  state  of 
siege  or  curfew  because  the  police 
patrolling  of  the  cities  has  as  its 
purpose  to  detain,  without  any 
legal  justification  whatsoever,  any 
individual  who  may  pass  in  the 
street.  We  demand  of  the 
authorities  an  end  to  the  police 
violence  and  absolute  respect  for 
the  individual  guarantees  con¬ 
secrated  by  our  Constitution.” 

In  addition  to  such  police 
repression,  the  gay  groups  de¬ 
nounced  “social  marginalization 
and  every  type  of  violence  and 
discrimination  that  is  exercised 
against  us  by  the  state,  the  church 
or  by  any  other  institution  or  per¬ 
son.” 

As  part  of  International  Gay 
Year  1984,  the  groups  signing  the 


bulletin  seek  to  bring  attention  to 
these  charges,  both  nationally  and 
abroad.  To  that  end,  several  ac¬ 
tions  are  planned:  A  campaign  has 
been  launched  to  collect  41,000 
signatures  on  a  petition  protesting 
anti-gay  repression  to  Mexican 
President  Miguel  de  la  Madrid, 
which  will  be  delivered  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Human  Rights  Day  in 
December.  One  demand  is  for  a 
meeting  with  the  President  to 
discuss  the  situation. 

On  the  night  of  May  18,  there  is 
to  be  a  symbolic  taking  of  the 
Zona  Rosa  to  protest  the  raids, 
and  at  an  unnamed  date  there  will 
be  an  Act  of  Pilgrimage  to  the 
Basilica  of  Guadalupe  to  protest 
the  negative  attitude  of  the 
Catholic  Church  hierarchy  and  to 
demonstrate  the  presence  of  gay 
Christian  groups.  Also  planned 
are  several  national  gay  con¬ 
ferences,  Gay  Rights  Week  in 
Guadalajara  during  the  first  week 
in  June,  and  the  sixth  Gay  Pride 
March  in  Mexico  City  on  June  30. 

Organizations  endorsing  the 
press  release  include  Grupo  Lamb¬ 
da  de  Liberation  Homosexual, 
Nueva  Batalla  de  Mexico,  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Grupo  Orgullo  Homosexual  de 
Liberation  of  Guadalajara,  and 
Fidelidad,  a  group  of  gay 
Catholics. 
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2  WEEK  CHINA  TOUR 

Peking-Xian-Suzhou-Shanghai 
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named  sources,  three  from  New 
York  City  and  another  from 
Albany,  were  consulted  and,  on 
their  advice,  some  wording  in  the 
regulations  was  changed. 

The  procedure  for  filing  a  com¬ 
plaint  is  that  it  be  sent  to  OER  at 
P.O.  Box  2133,  Albany,  New 
York  12223.  This  procedure 
preserves  the  confidentiality  of  the 
complainant. 

Pellegrini  knew  of  only  one 
complaint  received  by  the  OER  of¬ 
fice  since  the  policy  went  into  ef¬ 
fect. 

The  State  Division  of  Human 
Rights,  however,  the  agency  that 
has  the  power  to  investigate  other 
instances  of  discrimination,  has 
received  several  inquiries  at  all  1 1 
of  its  regional  offices  and  has 
resolved  or  is  in  the  process  of 
resolving  several  of  these  cases,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Deputy  Commissioner 
Abzug.  Although  the  Division’s 
only  role  under  the  executive  order 
is  as  a  member  of  the  Task  Force, 
Commissioner  McCall  has  made  a 
policy  decision  to  pursue  com- 

March 

Continued  from  page  3 
the  purpose  is.”  But  Strawn  added 
“[They]  have  the  right  [to  march] 
under  the  First  Amendment. 
They’re  a  mature  and  responsible 
group  of  people  and  she  wants 
them  to  make  whatever  point 
they’re  going  to  make.  ...  The 
mayor  is  a  native  San  Franciscan 
and  she  always  talks  about  the  city 
thriving  on  diversity.  I  don’t  think 
she’s  concerned  about  being  em- 
barassed.” 

The  issue  of  safety  is  one  which 
is  in  the  minds  of  march  organizers 
and  city  officials.  Boneberg  told 
GCN  that  monitor  training  and 
coordination  of  safety  will  be  the 
responsibility  for  the  Community 
United  Against  Violence  (CUAV). 
CUAV  is  a  city  funded  group 
which  has  monitored  many  large 
public  events  in  San  Francisco. 

Strawn  told  GCN  that  the 
mayor  is  not  expecting  problems 
during  the  convention  but  that  she 
is  confident  the  police  can  handle 
any  situation  which  arises. 

Both  Wallace  and  Boneberg 
said  that  recent  events  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  have  heightened  the  political 
awareness  of  those  living  in  the 
area  and  they  believe  this  will 
motivate  people  to  participate. 


plaints  of  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation  under  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  general  jurisdiction  to  in¬ 
vestigate  cases  of  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion. 

Abzug  explained  that  the  Divi¬ 
sion  would  like  to  have  specific 
jurisdiction  and  is  “pushing  for  a 
strong  role  in  implementing  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  #28.”  The  Division 
takes  complaints  on  its  own 
because  officials  expect  to  see  the 
state’s  anti-discrimination  law  ex¬ 
panded  to  include  lesbians  and 
gays  and  want  to  document  the 
need  for  such  expansion.  Gaps 
that  a  gay  civil  rights  law  or 
amendment  might  fill  in  include 
instances  of  anti-gay  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  the  private  business  sector, 
in  public  accommodations,  within 
state  authorities  such  as  the  Port 
Authority,  and  in  the  granting  of 
state  contracts  to  private  com¬ 
panies.  Abzug  sees  the  Division’s 
role  as  that  of  an  informal  “co¬ 
equal  partner”  with  OER. 

“Lambda  has  nothing  but 
praise  for  Deputy  Commissioner 

They  also  said  that  the  conference 
sponsored  by  the  Moral  Majority, 
Family  Forum  III,  scheduled  for 
July  12  and  13,  will  help  to  bring 
people  out. 

Expected  at  Family  Forum  are 
Moral  Majority  founder  Jerry 
Falwell;  anti-ERA  and  Eagle 
Forum  founder  Phyllis  Schlafly; 
television  evangelist  Pat  Robert¬ 
son;  the  chairperson  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities,  William  Bennett;  and 
Catholic  priest  Enrique  Rueda, 
author  of  The  Homosexual  Net¬ 
work  which  purports  to  show  that 
the  gay  liberation  movement  is  be¬ 
ing  subsidized  by  tax  dollars. 

The  forum  is  billed  as  “pro- 
family”  and  will  discuss  “the 
threat  of  homosexuality.”  Like 
the  march,  it  too  is  timed  to 
benefit  from  the  media  exposure 
surrounding  the  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Convention. 

Howard  Wallace  told  GCN, 
“This  may  do  us  a  favor  by  help¬ 
ing  us  to  break  the  bubble  of  feel¬ 
ing  the  false  [sense  of]  security  we 
tend  to  have  in  San  Francisco.  The 
enemy  is  coming  into  our  midst 
very  boldly.  That  may  make  peo¬ 
ple  realize  that  the  threat  hasn’t 
gone  away,  by  any  means.  The 
ultraright  is  very  much  on  the 
march.” 


Abzug  and  for  Commissioner  Mc¬ 
Call  at  the  Division  of  Human 
Rights.  They  have  been  very  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  in  terms  of  providing  aid  to 
complainants,”  said  Nancy 
Langer.  Recently,  at  Abzug’s  re¬ 
quest,  representatives  from  Lamb¬ 
da  conducted  a  training  session  on 
lesbian  and  gay  legal  rights  with 
managers  from  the  regional  field 
offices  of  the  Division. 

Abzug  explained,  ‘‘Our 
managers  need  to  be  sensitized  to 
the  problems  of  gays  in  general. 
They  need  to  know  about  actual 
instances  of  real  discrimination 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians.  And 
they  need  to  know  that  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  people  with  AIDS  is  a 
serious  problem.”  She  added, 
“Our  11  regional  offices  are  cur¬ 
rently  accepting  complaints  and 
therefore  we  felt  a  need  to  have  an 
ongoing  discussion  on  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
The  Lambda  training  was  really 
very  helpful.” 

According  to  Wallace  and  Fer- 
tig,  members  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  communities  are  considering 
what  sort  of  action  to  take  in 
response  to  the  Family  Forum. 
Said  Wallace:  “1  myself  plan  to  in¬ 
itiate  picketing  action.  I’m  going 
to  take  it  up  with  an  organization 
which  I  co-chair,  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Labor  Alliance.  I  want  to  counter 
them.” 

Currently,  organizers  are  asking 
groups  to  endorse  the  march  and 
asking  groups  and  individuals  to 
sponsor  it.  Fundraising  chairper¬ 
son  Ralph  Payne  said  that  100 
organizations  are  needed  to  give 
$100  apiece  and  one  thousand  in¬ 
dividuals  are  needed  to  give  $25 
apiece.  Sponsors  will  be  listed  in 
the  march  program. 

Boneberg  stressed  the  need  to 
raise  money  quickly  as  there  are 
only  nine  weeks  left  before  the 
march.  He  also  said  that  groups 
who  have  already  sponsored  were 
sent  the  preliminary  list  of  12 
demands  for  comments,  revisions 
or  additions. 

To  become  a  sponsor,  write  to 
The  National  March  for  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Rights,  2301  Market 
Street,  Suites  A,  B,  C,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Sex,  Camp,  Politics  at  the  Gay  Film  Festival 


By  Michael  Bronski 

The  idea  of  a  gay  film  festival 
immediately  raises  the  question 
“what  is  a  gay  film?”  The  ques¬ 
tion  has  been  popping  up  for  the 
past  15  years,  since  Stonewall, 
whenever  the  notion  of  a  gay  liter¬ 
ature,  a  gay  sensibility  or  a  gay  cul¬ 
ture  has  arisen.  Did  Gertrude  Stein 
write  gay  novels?  Did  Hart  Crane 
write  gay  poems?  Did  Luchino 
Visconti  make  gay  movies?  Purists 
insist  that  art  is  art  and  that  gen¬ 
der,  race,  class  and  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Others  argue  that  the  subject  of 
the  piece  can  be  used  as  a  guide  for 
naming  it:  a  novel  by  a  woman 
could  be  called  a  woman’s  novel. 
Still  others  argue  that  different  art 
betrays  different  sensibilities. 
Could  a  white  person  have  written 
The  Color  Purple!  Would  a  black 
person  have  written  Gone  With 
The  Wind!  Does  art  reflect  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  artist? 

These  questions  multiply  when 
you  are  speaking  of  gay  culture.  If 
a  person  doesn’t  identify  as  gay,  is 
she  or  he  a  gay  artist?  And  even 
more  problems  arise  because  in  the 
past  100  years  homosexuals  have 
had  a  profound  influence  on  al¬ 
most  all  aspects  of  culture.  This 
“gay  sensibility”  has  infiltrated 
many  levels  and  manifests  itself  in 
everything  from  cigarette  ads  to 
rock  stars  who  go  en  transvesti. 

The  films  at  the  Nickelodeon 
Gay  Film  Festival  are  about  gay 
characters,  some  are  made  by  gay 
directors  and  others  have  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  gay  audiences  either  be¬ 
cause  of  their  approach  or  their 
sensibility.  To  judge  by  this  festi¬ 
val,  a  gay  film  is  any  film  which 
might  appeal  to  gay  people  as  a 
group,  for  whatever  reason. 

The  film  festival  has  its  share  of 
camp  films,  but  it  would  be  unfair 
to  lable  them  strictly  as  such. 
“Camp”  has  carried  a  connota¬ 
tion  of  frivolousness  and  inconse- 
quentiality.  Phrases  like  “it’s  just 
camp”  disregard  the  fact  that  un¬ 


derneath  it  all  “camp”  is  serious. 
Perhaps  the  campiest  film  at  the 
festival  is  Busby  Berkeley’s  The 
Gang’s  All  Here.  Berkeley  staged 
the  musical  numbers  for  such  films 
as  Forty-Second  Street  and  Gold 
Diggers  of  1933,  presenting  the 
American  public  with  an  ex¬ 
travaganza  which  was  part  sur¬ 
realist,  part  show-biz  glitz  and  part 
bonkers.  The  Gang’s  All  Here 
features  a  soppy  love  story  with 
Alice  Fay  and  James  Ellison.  It’s  a 
marriage  made  in  central  casting 
and  someone  should  have  been 
fired  for  it;  the  two  of  them  to¬ 
gether  are  enough  to  give  hetero¬ 
sexuality  a  worse  rep  than  it 
already  has.  The  real  star  of  the 
film  is  Carmen  Miranda,  the  lady 
in  the  tutti-frutti  hat.  Miranda  was 
imported  to  Hollywood  from 
Brazil  where  she  was  considered  a 
gifted  interpreter  of  native  and 
folk  dances.  Her  fast-stepping  and 
finger-clicking  dances,  combined 
with  her  authentic  and  exotic 
dress,  secured  her  a  place  as  a 
specialty  act  in  musicals.  Soon  she 
became  a  featured  player  in  comic 
roles.  She  is  the  set  piece  in  The 
Gang’s  All  Here  and  at  the  climax 
of  the  film  is  featured  in  an  orgy  of 
fruit,  including  an  arcade  of 
phallic  bananas.  But  for  all  the 
comic  mileage  that  Berkeley  gets  out 
of  her,  Miranda  is  actually  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  film.  The  war-torn 
romance  is  so  silly  that  our  atten¬ 
tion  is  usually  drawn  to  what 
Miranda  has  to  say.  Like  the  wise¬ 
cracking  Eve  Arden  in  the  Joan 
Crawford  career-woman  films, 
Miranda  speaks  sense  in  the  non¬ 
sensical  world  of  heterosexual 
romance.  Camp  here  is  a  way  of 
showing  up  the  true  artificiality  of 
what  is  usually  considered  the 
“real”  world.  It  is  the  Hollywood 
film  doing  a  double-take  on  itself 
and  on  all  the  values  it  had  and  has 
been  dishing  out. 

The  best  camp  is  usually  inten¬ 
tional.  It  is  made  with  extrava¬ 
gance  and  outlandishment  in 


A  scene  from  John  Waters’  Desperate  Living. 


mind.  A  Boston  film  critic  called 
the  Nickelodeon’s  showing  of 
Clara  Bow’s  Call  Her  Savage, 
featuring  the  first  gay  bar  scene  in 
a  Hollywood  film,  a  “great  piece 
of  camp.”  It  only  appears  to  be 
camp  because  of  certain  anachro¬ 
nistic  looks  and  mannerisms. 
Although  a  comedy  and  adventure 
piece,'  it  is  particularly  insightful 
and  quite  beyond  its  time  in  its  ex¬ 
amination  of  sexuality  and 
women’s  liberation. 

Camp  has  traditionally  not  been 
about  explicit  homosexuality  since 
it  grew  out  of  social  conditions 
which  forbade  their  presentation; 
it  was  a  way  of  presenting  a  coded 
gay  message.  As  things  began  to 
loosen  up  in  the  1960s,  gayness 
began  to  appear  more  openly  in 
what  might  be  called  “camp” 
films.  Beyond  the  Valley  of  the 
Dolls  is  a  parody  on  the  original 
Jackie  Suzanne  novel.  There  is 
some  lesbianism,  transsexualism, 
general  sexual  carrying-on  and  a 
whole  host  of  high  soap-opera 
theatrics.  The  problem  is  that  it 
lacks  any  real  point  of  view  and  it’s 
hard  to  tell  if  the  material  is  being 


used  for  any  real  purpose  of  just 
for  cheap  shock  effect.  It  is  play¬ 
ing  on  a  double  bill  with  Myra 
Breckenridge,  a  film  generally  dis¬ 
missed  when  it  first  appeared 
which  will  probably  look  better 
now.  Starring  Mae  West  and  Ra- 
quel  Welch  and  featuring  the  then 
unknown  Tom  Selleck  and  Farrah 
Fawcett-Majors,  it  tries  to  find 
film  equivalents  for  Gore  Vidal’s 
lethal  attack  in  print  on  moves  and 
American  mores.  Because  the 
book  is  obsessed  with  how  film 
warps  our  sexual  and  gender  ar¬ 
rangements,  the  film  has  a  nice 
double  edge.  When  Myra  tells  us  in 
the  novel  that  she  has  the  beauty  of 
Fay  Wray  in  three-quarter  profile 
with  a  back  light,  or  that  Tim  Holt 
had  the  best  ass  in  Hollywood,  we 
have  to  imagine  what  she  is  speak¬ 
ing  about. 

Perhaps  the  campiest  film  being 
shown  at  the  fesival  is  Fassbinder’s 
Querelle,  which  completely  com¬ 
bines  camp  and  open  homosex¬ 
uality.  The  film  was  considered  a 
failure  when  it  was  released  a  year 
and  a  half  ago.  Fassbinder  had 
written  the  script  and  shot  it  in 


English  and  after  his  premture 
death  the  producers  dubbed  the 
film  into  German  because  they  felt 
it  would  market  better  as  an  “art 
film.”  As  a  result,  many  of  the 
sub-titles  did  not  reflect  the  sexual 
explicitness  of  the  original  script. 
The  film  was  a  critical  and  popular 
failure  the  first  time  around,  but  1 
don’t  think  it  was  just  the  last- 
minute  changes  in  post- 
production.  Fassbinder’s  vision  of 
the  Genet  novel  is  an  eclectic  vision 
of  sexual  frenzy  and  Hollywood 
fantasy.  The  sets  are  purely  ar¬ 
tificial  and  the  action  is  heavily 
sexual  and  melodramatic.  The  film 
has  the  look  of  a  porn  movie  with 
the  philosophical  content  of 
French  existentialism.  The  actors 
are  all  dressed  in  leather  and 
military  uniforms  and  the  sets  look 
as  though  they  were  leftovers  from 
The  Wizard  of  Oz. 

Fran  Liebewitz  has  said  that 
while  heterosexuals  are  cursed 
with  a  sense  of  duty,  homosexuals 
are  blessed  with  a  sense  of  design. 
And  certainly  gay  sensibility  and 
culture  has  focused  on  design, 
Continued  on  page  16 
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The  Winter  of  My  Discontent 


Affections  into  Forebodings 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

I  read  this  week  with  some  suspicion 
and  cynicism,  as  well  as  hope,  that  scien¬ 
tists  believe  they  have  isolated  the  virus 
that  causes  AIDS  and  feel  they  might  be 
able  to  come  up  with  a  diagnostic  test  as 
well  as  a  vaccine  in  a  few  years.  Wonder¬ 
ing  if  any  of  this  was  really  true,  but 
hoping  for  the  best,  I  still  found  myself 
crying. . .  crying  for  all  the  people  who 
had  already  died,  for  those  for  whom  all 
this  might  still  be  too  late,  and  for  the  in¬ 
credible  emotional  and  physical  toll  it  is 
taking  on  our  community. 

If  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  end,  then 
we  can  all  breathe  a  little  easier.  But  for 
now,  at  best,  I  feel  a  cautions  optimism. 
And  last  winter,  when  no  hopeful  signs 
were  present  and  I  was  in  a  health  crisis 
of  my  own,  I  wrote  the  following 
fragments  of  my  feelings  about  AIDS  in 
my  journal. 


Jan.  13,  1984 

There’s  a  lot  of  snow  outside  my  house  and  it  is  so  cold 
I  don’t  want  to  go  out.  The  war  in  Lebanon  continues. 


numbers,  having  a  positive  experience  so  that  they  will 
stay  politically  active  and  make  connections  to  other 
issues?  I  am  not  doing  AIDS  organizing  myself,  so  I  just 
don’t  know.  1  do  know  that  it  is  the  kind  of  work  that 
can  be  very  draining,  but  it  also  can  build  community, 
solidarity  and  a  sense  of  strength. 

Is  AIDS  creating  a  dialogue  between  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  or  pushing  us  further  apart?  There  was  a  time  just  a 
few  years  ago,  when  many  lesbians  who  were  thinking  of 
having  children  looked  to  gay  men  as  potential  co¬ 
parents  or  sperm  donors.  They  were  our  natural  allies. 
There  was  a  new  seeking  out  of  each  other,  seeing  new 
possibilities  around  having  children.  Has  AIDS  created  a 
wedge  of  fear  that  has  put  a  stop  to  this  new  way  of 
relating  and  thinking?  And  what  of  the  lesbians  who  did 
sleep  with  gay  men?  Are  they  at  risk  now?  And  what  of 
the  women  who  are  unknowingly  married  to  gay  men, 
men  who  have  sex  at  rest  stops  on  the  way  home  from 
work?*  Are  these  suburban  women  at  risk?  Clearly  the 
boundaries  between  gay  and  straight  are  not  as  clear  as 
society  would  have  us  believe,  or  some  in  our  own  com¬ 
munity  would  like  to  believe.  Men  and  women  at  times 
sleep  around,  and  at  times  they  sleep  around  with  each 
other. 

That  AIDS  is  a  population-wide  problem  is  clear.  One 
might  ask,  “Why  doesn’t  the  government  realize  this?” 
I  could  die  from  my  own  anger  at  this  disease.  It  is  scary 
watching  the  beginnings  of  an  epidemic.  Though  clearly 
the  threat  of  cancer  caused  by  our  polluted  enviionment 
is  just  as  real  and  just  as  frightening  and  just  as  madden¬ 
ing.  Not  to  mention  the  threat  of  nuclear  war,  or  military 
intervention  in  Central  America. 

Lesbians  actually  do  still  seem  to  be  turning  to  gay 
men  as  co-parents  and  sperm  donors.  In  one  sense  I  am 
very  heartened  by  this.  I  am  always  pleased  when  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  find  ways  to  support  each  other,  to 


ft 


By  Wally  Sillanpoa 


March  30,  1984 

^  Dear  Wee, 

As  you  can  see,  I’m  in  the  throes  of  obsession,  and  the 
only  “therapy”  is  to  write  this  crazy  “poetry.”  If  you 
don’t  object,  and  please  tell  me  if  you  do,  I’ll  let  you  see 
inside  the  obsession  from  time  to  time.  Admittedly,  I  am 
right  now  in  the  “dark”  period,  trying  to  remain  celibate 
while  worrying  all  along  that  I  may  be  dead  in  a  few 
months.  So  rather  than  crack,  1  pound  the  keys  (about 
my  fear,  no  medical  evidence  that  I  won’t  be  around  for 
a  long  time,  just  the  private  anguish  most  gaymen  are  go¬ 
ing  through  right  now).  It’s  my  feeling  that  so  many  in 
our  own  “community,”  not  to  speak  of  the  straights, 
can’t  really  appreciate  what  this  all  means  to  a  gayman. 
It’s  not  the  fuck  that  is  missing,  but  the  loss  of  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  the  fuck:  i.e.,  the  potential  affirmation  in  a 
world  that  puts  you  down,  and  wears  you  down  hour 
after  hour.  It’s  not  the  exploitation  and  alcohol  of  the 
bars  I  miss,  but  the  refuge  they  provided  from  straight- 
jobhousefamily,  etc.  If  I  can  get  some  of  that  out  in  these 
“poems,”  well  maybe,  just  maybe,  someone  else  can  be 
comforted  in  knowing  that  he  is  not  alone  with  his  obses¬ 
sions.  My  words  aren’t  very  “sex-positive,”  I  know,  but 
attempted  celibacy  doesn’t  really  put  you  singing. 

Anyway,  I’m  sure  my  dark  muse  will  be  calling  again, 
in  which  case,  I’ll  let  you  in  on  the  latest  obsession- 
ridden  and  totally  angry  words  emerging  from  this 
Olivetti.  In  the  meantime,  my  love  to  all  at  GCN,  and  an¬ 
tiseptic  hugs  &  kisses  to  you, 

Wally 

April  30,  1984 

Dear  Wees, 
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and  so  does  the  war  in  Central  America.  The  new 
American  missiles  are  still  being  deployed  in  Western 
Europe.  An  anti-abortion  state  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  may  be  on  the  Massachusetts  ballot  in  November. 
The  specter  of  a  Mondale/Reagan  race  is  so  depressing 
that  I  keep  telling  my  friends  I  want  to  go  “off-planet” 
until  after  the  election. 

Tomorrow  our  staff  is  getting  together  to  talk  about 
AIDS.  Finally,  after  all  the  months  since  the  epidemic’s 
beginning.  When  was  the  beginning?  When  did  we  First 
hear  about  AIDS?  I  don’t  remember. 

I’ve  had  numerous  one-on-one  conversations  with 
people  about  AIDS,  and  we’ve  talked  together  as  a  staff 
about  how  to  cover  it,  but  it  doesn’t  seem  like  we’ve  talk¬ 
ed  together  about  how  it  has  affected  us  personally. 

I  read  a  good  article  in  The  Body  Politic,  “Is  There 
Safe  Sex  in  an  Epidemic?’  ’  A  very  sex-positive  piece  even 
though  very  little  is  known  about  AIDS.  Everything  seems 
tentative,  based  on  assumptions.  There  is  no  knowing 
anything  for  sure  with  this  illness.  What  would  I  do  if  I 
was  a  gay  man?  There  is  a  part  of  me  that  thinks  I  would 
stop  having  sex.  But  for  how  long?  And  is  that  really 
necessary?  What  if  I  were  to  fall  in  love?  Could  I  decide 
on  the  “safest”  way  to  have  sex  and  stick  with  that? 
What  about  kissing,  where  does  that  fit  in,  does  it  fit 
under  the  category  of  “exchange  of  bodily  fluids?” 
What  is  sex  without  kissing?  What  risks  are  okay  and 
what  aren’t.  The  Body  Politic  article  considered  kissing 
a  very  low  risk  activity.  God,  sex  is  awkward  enough  at 
times  without  having  to  think  about  and  negotiate  all  of 
this. 

There  are  times  when  I  think  of  introducing  single  gay 
men  I  know,  hoping  something  will  click,  and  they  will 
become  lovers,  have  the  intimacy  in  their  lives  that  I 
know  they  want,  and  then  I  think  —  but  maybe  neither 
of  them  should  have  sex  with  anyone.  What  if  they  were 
to  get  AIDS?  How  can  people  possibly  survive  with  all 
this  anxiety  and  uncertainty?  Tension  is  a  killer,  too. 

What  are  the  political  implications  of  all  this?  What  is 
it  doing  to  our  community?  How  are  we  responding? 
Are  we  learning  things  that  will  be  of  use  when  this  is 
over?  When  will  this  be  over?  Are  people  getting  active 
politically  around  AIDS,  feeling  the  power  of  their  own 
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share  in  each  other’s  lives,  to  build  that  common  com¬ 
munity.  And  yet,  in  sum,  it  still  seems  to  me  a  bit  risky 
just  now  —  not  the  building  of  community,  but  the  shar¬ 
ing  of  sperm.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  co-parenting  seems 
an  important  and  exciting  option  —  in  a  world  and  at  a 
time  where  there  aren’t  a  great  number  of  options.  But 
AIDS  does  raise  problems  and  questions  that  we  all  need 
to  think  about.  [The  Oakland  Women’s  Health  Center 
in  California  has  guidelines  for  sperm  donors.  For  more 
information  call  or  write  them:  Sperm  Bank  of  Northern 
California,  2980  McClure,  Oakland,  CA  94609,  (415) 
444-2014.  You  can  also  try  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115,  (617) 
267-7573.] 

Sometimes  I  wonder  why  I  think  about  AIDS  so 
much.  I  am,  after  all,  a  lesbian.  I  don’t  sleep  with  men, 
gay  or  straight.  But  AIDS  can  not  be  relegated  to  an 
abstraction  for  me.  Perhaps  it  is  because  I  work  at  GCN, 
perhaps  it  is  because  I  know  gay  men,  perhaps  it  is 
because  I  understand  that  the  lines  are  fuzzy  and  not 
clearly  drawn.  Perhaps  because  it  is  wrong  to  think  one 
can  only  get  AIDS  from  gay  men,  or  if  one  is  a  gay  man. 
Perhaps  it  is  just  because  I  am  alive  in  1984. 

I  remember  the  week  the  Boston  Globe  ran  an  article 
on  how  it  seemed  you  could  get  AIDS  through  casual 
contact.  No  matter  how  many  times  I  told  myself  that 
the  Globe  could  be  relied  upon  to  run  inaccurate  and  off- 
the-wall  pieces,  I  was  still  in  a  panic.  What  if  this  article 
contained  some  truths?  What  if  AIDS  could  be  transmit¬ 
ted  through  casual  contact?  Was  I  risking  my  life  work¬ 
ing  at  GCN,  I  wondered  briefly.  I  have  gotten  every  flu, 
virus,  cold  that  has  gone  around  the  GCN  office.  We  are 
like  a  family  in  many  ways  up  in  our  little  office  on  Tre- 
mont  Street.  I  felt  vulnerable.  I  wondered  if  I  should 
consider  leaving  my  job.  But  how  could  I  do  that,  or 
even  think  that?  I  have  felt  such  solidarity  with  gay  men 
all  these  last  ten,  fifteen  years.  Even  thinking  about  leav¬ 
ing  GCN  seemed  like  the  ultimate  betrayal.  But  AIDS  is 
no  flu,  and  the  little  voice  in  me  reminded  me  that  I  was 
talking  about  my  life.  But  one  must  live  with  oneself, 
and  within  the  boundaries  of  one’s  values,  compassion, 
principles  and  community.  I  dismissed  the  idea  of  leav¬ 
ing. 

Luckily,  the  casual  contact  theory  has  come  and  gone 
the  way  of  other  Boston  Globe  lies.  Not  even  one  health 
care  worker  has  gotten  AIDS  via  contact  with  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients.  But  if  one  were  to  accept  the  casual  contact 
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I’ve  just  come  off  of  one  of  my  return  flights: Ithat’s 
what  I  call  these  periodic  reactions  to  my  attempts  at 
celibacy  during  this  crisis.  For  weeks  I  can  shun  sexual 
desire,  avoid  the  bars  and  convince  myself  that  memory 
alone  will  suffice.  Then,  when  the  strain  gets  to  me,  I 
realize  that  there  is  no  good  in  being  good  in  bad  times, 
nor  that  decisions  grounded  in  fear  alone  are  trust¬ 
worthy.  So  for  a  week  or  so  I  spin  around  bars  and  a  few 
beds  until  the  anxiety  again  mounts  and  I  become  prey  to 
home-bodiness  =  no/body/ness.  How  pervasive  this 
culture  of  dualism  is:  good  versus  bad;  pleasure  versus 
restraint;  “mind”  over  “matter.”  And  of  course  the 
fact  that  most  gay  men  are  confined  to  beer-and-blast 
bars  only  reinforces  this  false  dichotomy  of  public  versus 
private;  day  versus  night;  sex  versus  love. 


When  on  one  of  my  return  flights,  I  try  very  hard  to  re¬ 
mind  myself  and  my  partners  of  the  precautions  we  all 
have  to  take  now,  some  of  which  we  may  have  cavalierly 
disregarded  before  AIDS.  It’s  often  awkward  to  talk 
about  these  things  to  someone  you’re  trying  to  attract 
and  many  times  I’ve  felt  irritated  by  what  seems  to  be  (at 
least  on  the  surface)  the  nonchalance  shown  in  this 
regard  by  many  gay  men  here  [in  Providence].  Such  non¬ 
chalance,  I’m  told,  is  not  necessarily  the  case  in  a  city 
like  Boston.  As  far  as  I  can  discern,  there  have  been  no 
fatalities  due  to  AIDS  locally,  and  I  guess  that  accounts 
for  the  “red  mask  of  death”  attitude  that  seems  to  pre¬ 
vail.  1  have  this  fantasy  about  issuing  lapel  buttons  to 
gay  men  everywhere  that  would  read:  “How  about  some 
safe  sex?”  It  may  sound  silly,  but  when  you  think  about 
it,  it  could  also  be  a  way  to  bring  the  matter  up  between 
potential  sex  partners  without  a  lot  of  discomfort. 

1  guess  what  this  all  boils  down  to  is  an  attempt  to 
come  to  terms  with  the  reality  and  gravity  of  the  health 
crisis  without  constructing  ultimately  unliveable 
monastic  ideals.  And,  as  I’ve  said  to  you  many  times  be¬ 
fore,  it’s  not  simply  a  question  of  a  lack  of  self-control 
or  the  choice  of  a  higher  good.  Many  gay  men  such  as 
myself  who  are  not  so  lucky  as  to  be  in  stable  relation¬ 
ships  (me  because  there  appears  to  be  a  dirth  of  political¬ 
ly,  socialist-feminist  gay  men  around)  find  the  only  sex 
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Has  disco  really  become  rhythms  to  a  dance  of  death? 

Are  those  eyes  there  so  near  and  yet  from  the  viscera  they  stir  so  appallingly  distant, 
are  those  the  same  eyes  whose  gaze  could  once  solidify  my  sense  of  self,  assure  me  in  their  silent  subtle  language 
that  I  was  good  because  desired,  and  even  now  tell  me  how  right  I  was  to  flee  couples  rushing  off  to  babysitters  an 
hour  ago? 

How  can  they  be  eyes  tonight  that  inflame  the  groin  and  numb  the  mind  into  computations  of  white 

blood  cells 

(Lacan  says  desire  is  grounded  in  a  search  for  what  lacks.) 

Are  those  eyes  that  a  short  time  and  space  from  here  could  peer  from  across  a  pillow,  are  they  now  but 
beacons  to  caution? 

And  what  do  I  lack  right  now  that  those  eyes  promise? 

Not  Athens  here,  but  the  new  Tehran. 

Headlines  shriek  contagion.  Rightest  pulpiteers  rhapsodize.  Straight  white  congressmen  clear  their  throats.  Mother 
grows  concerned. 

Cancerous  suspicions  spread  that  they  were  right  all  along:  priest/politician/psychiatrist/Pop. 

Sinful. 

Immoral. 

Sick. 

Sissy. 

Makes  Jesus  bleed. 

Rips  social  fabric. 

Provokes  psychosis. 

“What  the  hell’s  wrong  with  you?  Doncha  know  what  that  thing  tween  your  legs  is  for?” 


1974.  Idyll: 

all  in  step  anarchistically  to  the  Boston  Common; 
warm  breeze  expands  banners  and  lungs: 


Gentlemen  may  cry,  “monogamy,  monogamy,” 
but  there  is  not  monogamy. 

The  promiscuity  has  only  begun! 

The  next  sound  that  sweeps  from  the  streets 
will  bring  to  our  ears  the  swell  of 
unleashed  emotions.  Brand  new  devotions. 


Faggots  of  the  world  unite! 

You  have  only  but  to  screw  each  other! 


To  those  eyes  here  1  beg:  can  we  be  1974  again? 

Can  we  take  our  Tetracycline  survival  kits  through  early  morning  streets  to  a  place  of  promise,  or  at  least 
pleasure? 

Ah,  sweet  safety  of  the  streets  in  solitude. 

Triumph  of  a  catholic  resistance. 

1  did  it!  I  flexed  moral  muscles!  I  averted  those  eyes!  Te  deum  ad  caelibatum! 

I’ll  show  Pop  I  know  how  to  put  that  thing  between  my  legs  to  sanitary  uselessness! 

(He  too  had  averted,  perverted  the  gaze.  Have  we  common  fears,  a  mutual  five-year  plan?  Have  all  the  Apollos 
become  Imams?) 

A  novel  half-read  by  the  bed.  Sheets  iridescent  in  tv  glow.  An  unnerving  stillness. 

Tortured  fractured  dreams  of  1974. 


The  sacramental  cup  of  morning  coffee. 

Headlines  scream  of  contagion,  pink  obituaries  burst. 

Mother  calls,  “Your  father  says  hello.” 

The  babysitting  cohorts  lining  up  tonight. 

And  no  more  1974,  I  inflate  with  an  anger  that  demands  to  strike, 
even  to  slay,  all  those  Protectors  of  the  Virus  in  Washington. 
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Wally  Sillanpoa 
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Habitue ’s  Return 

This  bar,  these  people, 

setting  and  dramatis  personae  of  another  time, 
another  of  life’s  little  melodramas  long  since  passed. 

This  bar,  these  people  (and  I  am  part  of  the  scenery), 

all  so  familiar  —  (former  tricks  show  wrinkles  to  rival  mine;  years  borne  on  yet  straight  shoulders  though 
baldness  threatens  like  insidious  small  oil  slicks  on  water)  — 
all  so  removed,  abstracted,  observable  with  the  anthropologist’s  eye. 

I  gape  instead  of  gaze, 

the  music  and  dim  lights  tonight  a  distraction 

and  I  damn  fate,  inequities,  fatuous  fucks  and  all  those  personal  classifieds 
never  placed. 

I  freeze  before  the  field  like  a  technician, 

and  stare  back  at  him  as  though  looking  in  a  mirror. 

What  has  become  of  us;  me;  the  enemy? 

Whence  our  visions  devolved  into  nightmares, 
our  affections  into  forebodings? 

1  loathe  this  new  script. 

We  must  assail  the  producers  and  the  profiteers. 

Wally  Sillanpoa 
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Teresa  Trull  and  Barbara  Higbie  Up  Close 


By  Sue  Hyde 

Despite  Teresa  Trull’s  big,  rich, 
resilient  voice  —  the  best  in 
women’s  music  —  she  has  yet  to 
accrue  the  reputation  of  a  known 
quantity,  both  to  audience  and  to 
producer.  Trull  has  flirted  with  a 
reputation  that  fits  her  voice  in  the 
women’s  music  biz,  but  she  and 
the  audience  could  never  agree  if  it 
was  the  right  thing  for  her.  Trull’s 
fickleness  about  her  muscial  iden¬ 
tity  may  be  partly  to  blame.  Her 
three  albums  run  the  gamut  from 
laid-back  country  to  slicked-up 
pop  to  an  amalgam  of  country  and 
pop.  In  some  ways  Trull  hasn’t 
made  it  easy  to  jump  on  her  band¬ 
wagon.  And  the  women’s  music 
audience  possesses  a  collective 
taste  that  can  charitably  be  called 
conservative.  Trull’s  stylistic  ex¬ 
perimentation  requires  more  work 
on  the  part  of  the  listener  than 
many  dykes  want  to  put  into  their 
music,  which  renders  Trull  a  high 
risk  for  solo  engagements  in  big 
halls. 

But  there’s  another  reason  why 
The  Voice  has  yet  to  come  into  her 
own  on  the  circuit.  Trull  has  not 
been  singing  with  the  right  woman 
alongside  her  on  piano  —  a  fact 
that  became  crystal  clear  to  me  at 
Trull’s  April  15  appearance  at  the 
Boston  women’s  bar,  Somewhere 
Else.  In  Barbara  Higbie,  Trull  has 
found  an  obviously  suitable 
musical  partner.  Like  a  tennis 
player  just  slightly  better  than  you, 
Higbie  pulls  Trull  up  a  little  higher 


and  makes  her  stretch  just  a  little 
more. 

Higbie  and  Trull  play  for  each 
other  at  least  as  much  as  they  play 
for  the  crowd,  something  that  at 
first  might  seem  to  shut  people  out 
but  in  the  end  draws  people  in,  in 
perfect  nightclub  style.  While  they 
interact  with  each  other  a  lot  and 
engage  in  some  personal  repartee, 
they  don’t  ignore  the  audience.  I 
felt  more  entertained  and  attended 
to  at  this  show  than  I  feel  at  most 
concerts  of  any  size,  in  any  kind  of 
hall.  I’d  not  really  considred  Trull 
a  club  performer  before,  but  see¬ 
ing  her  work  an  audience,  just  a 
few  feet  away  made  me  think  that 
she  and  Higbie  should  junk  the 
concert  hall  routine  and  head 
straight  for  a  nightclub  circuit. 

For  most  of  the  show,  Trull 
belted  out  the  tunes  and  Higbie 
held  forth  at  the  piano,  chiming  in 
with  vocal  harmonics.  A  consum¬ 
mate  musician,  Higbie  is  fluent  in 
many  styles,  from  jazz  to  Tollhouse 
blues  to  standard  pop.  She  treated 
the  audience  to  a  three-song  set  of 
solo  piano  work  in  the  middle  of 
the  show,  enjoying  it  as  much  as 
we  did.  And  when  she  jumped  up 
to  play  fiddle,  the  audience 
shouted  its  appreciation  for  her 
enthusiastic  fiddling  and  flawless 
technique. 

With  energy,  high  spirits  and 
good  humor,  Trull  and  Higbie 
served  up  a  long  set  that  included 
blues,  jazz,  country,  out-and-out 
wailings  of  lonesome  heartbreak 


songs  and  offerings  of  love  songs 
wrapped  like  little  remembrances 
of  sweet  times  with  a  girlfriend. 

More  than  once,  Trull  went  to 
the  audience  for  vocal  support, 
getting  us  off  our  metaphorically 
musical  asses.  At  one  point,  Trull 
proposed  a  new  bumper  sticker 
which  would  read,  “Boston 
Women  Have  Great  Rhythm.” 

From  their  duet  album  Unex¬ 
pected,  Trull  and  Higbie  perform¬ 
ed  “Precious”  (dedicated  to 
parents),  “Tell  the  Truth”  (recent¬ 
ly  taken  to  space  by  a  U.S. 
astronaut)  and  “Ruby  and  the 
Dancer.”  With  Trull  taking  up  her 
guitar  and  Higbie  on  fiddle,  they 
delved  into  traditional  American 
folk  music  with  “Rubber  Dolly” 
(a  kinky  traditional),  and  “The 
Fall  of  Richmond  or  The  Fall  of 
Rich  Men.”  1  was  not  disap¬ 
pointed  by  Trull,  who  dusted  off 
the  title  song  from  her  first  album, 
“The  Ways  a  Woman  Can  Be.” 

Trull  and  Higbie  don’t  shy  away 
from  songs  we’ve  all  heard  before, 
either.  They  took  on  a  jaw¬ 
breaking  Ellen  Mcllwaine  tune 
called  “Everybody  Wants  to  Go  to 
Heaven  (But  Nobody  Wants  to 
Die)”;  Trull  ran  the  lyrics  past  us 
even  faster  than  Mcllwaine  does, 
and  that’s  no  mean  feat.  John  and 
Joanna  Hall’s  anti-nuke  anthem 
“Power”  received  the  respect  and 
fervor  of  gospel  and  the  guts  and 
grit  of  political  determination. 
Trull  and  Higbie  wrapped  it  up 
with  an  old  soul  favorite,  “Sweet 


Inspiration,”  and  when  the  au¬ 
dience  demanded  an  encore,  they 
called  on  Sister  Aretha’s  classic 
“Natural  Woman.” 

Musically,  Trull  and  Higbie 
please  enormously.  With  regard 
to  politics,  sexual  and  otherwise, 
they  disappoint.  I’ve  never  ex¬ 
pected  probing  political  analysis 
from  the  performers  of  women’s 
music,  but  if  I  hear  from  one  more 
musician  that  the  answer  to  all  our 
problems  is  registering  and  voting 
in  the  presidential  election,  I’ll  run 
screaming  out  of  the  hall.  First, 
Holly  Near;  then,  Casselberry  and 
Dupree;  and  now,  Teresa  Trull. 
Puh-leeze! 

Absent  from  Trull’s  concert 
patter  were  direct  references  to  the 
political  situations  of  lesbians. 
Now,  don’t  get  me  wrong,  I  loathe 
lesbian  polemics.  I  have  walked 
out  on  only  one  concert  in  my  life 
and  I  was  forced  to  do  so  by  the 
performer’s  brand  of  lesbian  cor¬ 
rectness.  But,  is  there  not  some¬ 
thing  between  being  bludgeoned 
by  a  labyris  and  funny,  lewd  in¬ 
jokes  which  entertain  but  fail  to 
educate? 

Trull  used  to  say,  “I  don’t  want 
anyone  to  leave  my  concert  with¬ 
out  knowing  I’m  a  lesbian.” 
Curious  about  how  her  thinking 
on  that  has  changed,  I  spoke  with 
her  by  phone  the  day  after  the 
show.  Explaining  that  she  still 
thinks  people  know  she’s  a  les¬ 
bian,  she  said,  “I  think  my 
priorities  have  changed  —  not  my 


values  —  my  priorities ...  I  want  a 
diverse  audience.  I  don’t  want  to 
play  to  an  insular  audience  that 
doesn’t  expand.  There’s  no  reason 
to  me  why  lesbianism  can’t  be  as 
universal  as  anything  else.  You 
have  to  go  beyong  that  self- 
contained  thing  to  a  bigger  mean¬ 
ing.” 

In  the  interview,  Trull  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  economics  plays  a 
part,  saying  that  “it’s  hard  for  the 
women’s  music  scene  to  support 
anyone  except  the  matriarchs.” 

Higbie  added  that  political 
music,  like  women’s  music,  “will 
become  less  and  less  just  women 
and  more  all  kinds  of  people  who 
are  concerned  about  the  quality  of 
our  lives.” 

This  is,  of  course,  a  noble  goal 
and  one  with  which  I  can  scarcely 
argue.  I  may  be  like  the  dinosaur  at 
the  end  of  its  evolutionary  rope; 
comfortable  in  the  environment  to 
which  I  adapted  and  not  suited  for 
the  coming  Ice  Age.  I  long  for  the 
days  when  performers  like  Casse 
Culver  stood  on  stages  at  generic 
women’s  music  festivals  and  dubb¬ 
ed  them  “lesbian  music  festivals.” 
1  want  explicitly  lesbian  lyrics;  l 
want  concert  patter  that  is  lewd, 
funny  and  intimate  and  yet  does 
not  deny  the  unique  political  and 
social  sitiuation  of  outfront  les¬ 
bians,  no  matter  who  else  is  in  the 
audience. 


CUSTOM  REUPHOLSTERING 
CUSTOM  DRAPES 
ROMAN  SHADES 
BALLOON  SHADES 


Del  Mar 


WINDOW  COVERING 
1"  MINI  BLINDS 
ALUMINUM  +  WOOD 
SOFT  LITE 
WOOD  WOVEN  BLIND  N 
VERTICALS 

_ u 


$10  ENERGY  CREDIT 


INTRODUCING 

ANNE-MACK 

INTERIORS 


696  WASHINGTON  ST. 
BROOKLINE 
(Washington  Square) 

566-7529 
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SPECIALIZING  IN  ENERGY  SAVING 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
DM  D 

739  BOYISTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  M A  021 1 6 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 
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HAIR  ’SALMON 


309  Snawmut  Ave  Boston.  MA  02118 


Box  5217  Woman  m  toe  Ans' VWUf  tNC  Hoi  Vn  5<0la 

Bloomington,  Indiana  47402 
*812)  336-0676  or  (317)  637-2906. 

Celebrate  the  National  Women's  Music  Festival 
Memorial  Day  weekend  May  25,  26,  and  27. 

Margie  Adam  &  Friends,  Castleberry  &  OuPree, 

Meg  Christian.  Kate  Clinton.  Deadly  Nightshade, 

Kay  Gardner  &  Orchestra.  Betsy  Rose. 

Dovida  &  Henia  Goodman.  Holly  Near,  and 
June  Jordan  &  Adrienne  Tort 

Music  Industry  Conterence  •  Writer's  Coherence  •  Workshops  •  Dance  • 

Festival  Market  Place  •  Perlormer  Showcase  •  Films  •  Fine  Arts  Exhibit 


/ 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
267  0300 


HEY  QUEER! 


Every  Day  in  this  Country 

■  millions  of  people  still  live  in  fear  of  these  words 

■  thousands  of  our  people  are  dying  with  AIDS 

■  in  employment  and  housing  there  is  legalized  discrimination 

■  in  city  streets  and  parks  we  are  beaten  by  punks  and  police 

■  in  court-rooms  our  children  are  taken  away  from  us 

■  in  the  armed  forces  we  are  kicked  out  or  thrown  in  jail 

■  at  borders  and  ports  our  people  can  be  barred  from  entry 

One  Day  in  San  Francisco 

Ten  of  thousands  of  us  will  march  to  a  rally  at  the  site  of  the  Democratic 
Convention.  There,  the  best  spokespeople  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  community 
will  speak  out  against  the  oppression  of  our  people.  Convention  officials 
estimate  the  media  audience  to  be  between  500  million  and  1  billion  people. 

NATIONAL  MARCH 

ZZZZZZZZZZZZ  FOR  ZZZ^ZZZZZZZI 

LESBIAN/GAY  RIGHTS 

SUNDAY,  JULY  1  5th  -  SAN  FRANCISCO ▼  1  984 

The  National  March  endorsers  include  the  Lesbian/Gay  Democratic  clubs  of  San  Franacisco 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays,  and  the  California  Chapter 
of  N  O  W  This  historic  opportunity  to  reach  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  will  occur  in  less 
than  60  days  Help  us  speak  out  for  equality  not  only  for  yourself— but  for  the  millions  who 
are  forced  to  remain  silent 


If  You  Could 

tell  500  million  people  about  Lesbian/Gay  rights  for  S2  5.  would  you  do  it? 

□  Yes.  I  can  become  a  Sponsor  for  S25  or  an  Angel  for  $100 

□  List  my  name  in  the  official  March  Program  * 

□  Send  me  a  Program  and  Button  (Add  SI  for  postage  &  handling) 

Name  _  Phone  _ _ 

Address/City /Zip . . . . . 

Send  checks  or  money  orders  to  national  march  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
2301  Market  St.  Suites  A  B  &  C.  San  Francisco  CA  94 1 1 4  (415)  863-5005 

•Your  name  will  remain  confidential  if  you  do  not  mark  this  box  Those  who  wish  to  remain 
anonymous  may  send  money  orders  and  leave  the  name  above  blank 
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OutrcigeoulWomen 


(City) 


(State) 


•  Hot  fantasy  •  Daring  diversity 

Controversial  analysis  •  Erotic  art 

•  Subscribe!  Only  $10.00 /yr. 

Outrageous  Women,  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143 


O  Yes!  I’d  like  to  subscribe  to  OW 
(S  10.00  —  4  issues  I  yr.) 


copy(ies)  of  OH', 


□  Please  send  me _ 

February  U4  (5)  S2.75 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Outrageous 
Women. 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  I'curl  Srrect— Bn*  •££ 
Prosincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 

Karen  Harding 
Jackie  Kelly 


Affections 

Continued  from  page  13 

of  validity  allowed  by  our 
straight  society  through  sexual 
interaction.  And  1  don’t  think 
I  speak  for  myself  alone  when  I 
say  that  even  those  who  aren’t 
in  stable  relationships  find  the 
“looser”  sexual  mores  of  gay 
male  life  a  meaningful  and 
meaning-conferring  part  of 
their  sense  of  self  in  the  world. 
With  AIDS,  of  course,  every¬ 
thing  seems  blocked;  the  ex¬ 
periment  held  in  suspension; 
the  pressure  at  a  peak;  the  fear 
of  retaliation  by  social  and 
political  homophobes  doubly 
charged.  One  could  literally  go 
crazy,  I  think,  if  fixated  for  too 
long  on  all  these  levels  of  fear 
and  anxiety. 

Which  brings  me  to  your 
piece  for  GCN.  All  those  ques¬ 
tions  you  pose. .  .those  are  the 
very  questions  I  have  posed  to 
myself  and  I’m  sure  many 
other  gay  men  have  also  posed 
for  months  now  (and  how  truly 
maddening  to  raise  questions 
for  which  there  are  so  few 
definite  answers,  especially 
with  matters  that  stand  at  the 
very  base  of  your  life  and  self- 
identity).  When  I  take  one  of 
my  return  flights,  I  know  I’m 
doing  so  in  reaction  to  this  in¬ 
ability  to  locate  answers  to 
those  questions.  But  you’re 
right:  even  when  on  a  return 
flight,  part  of  the  baggage  now 
is  an  awareness  of  those  few 
precious  options  we  gay  men 
have  to  insure  our  survival 
(one  hopes;  assumes;  “prays”) 
and  yet  remain  open  to  the  ex¬ 
pressions  of  our  sexuality.  And 
in  regard  to  the  apparent  lack 
of  obsession  with  AIDS  on  the 
part  of  some  of  your  lesbian 
friends. . .  well,  I’m  glad  there 
are  women  like  you  around. 
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heaven  knows  gay  men  need  all 
the  allies  they  can  ever  muster. 
But  at  the  same  time,  how-  large 
a  percentage  of  the  pre-AIDS 
gay  male  population  was  pre¬ 
occupied,  even  obsessed  with 
the  oppression  of  women  in 
general,  and  lesbians  in  par¬ 
ticular,  in  this  delightful  little 
society  we  have?  Like  you,  I 
too  see  the  connection  between 
the  “gay”  male  AIDS  crisis 
and  reproductive  and  health 
issues  regarding  women.  But 
we  must  be  honest  in  realizing 
that  in  the  ’70s,  during  the 


Mandate/ Advocate  polka,  the 
concerns  with  women’s  strug¬ 
gles  were  often  of  marginal  in¬ 
terest  to  large  portions  of  the 
muscle-building,  urban-beau¬ 
tifying,  business-coalescing, 
designer-clothes  gay  male 
population.  Like  you,  I  also 
hope  that  this  AIDS  crisis  will 
bring  about  an  awareness  and 
an  exploration  of  all  those  ties 
which  gay  men  as  a  despised 
minority  share  with  all  the 
other  despised  minorities  in  the 
U.S.:  lesbians,  feminists,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  anti-capitalists. 


Saturday  Night  Fever 

Hey!  it’s  eleven  and  they’re  open  til  two. 

A  pair  might  emerge,  even  entangle  —  maybe  prevail  — 
or  perhaps  just  cling  to  each  other  against  the  storm  inside. 

“Stayin’  in  tonight?” 

—  “Yeah,  lotsa  letters  to  write!”  — 

“Oh.” 


anti-imperialists,  etc.  So 
though  I  am  glad  that  there  are 
lesbians  and  feminists  like  you 
of  deep  political  and  emotional 
concern  with  the  frightening 
situation  of  gay  men  now,  I 
likewise  hope  that  those  les¬ 
bians  and  feminists  who  might 
not  appear  as  committed  will 
become  so  as  gay  men  lend 
their  support  to  those  in¬ 
terlocking  struggles. 

Finally,  thanks.  Wees,  for 
articulating  sentiments, 
forebodings,  fears  and  frustra¬ 
tions  we  all  share.  Your  diary, 


our  phone  and  mail  contacts, 
have  allowed  me  to  explore  my 
obsessions  without  surrender¬ 
ing  to  them.  And  as  frightened 
as  I  am  for  myself,  for  our 
community,  for  our  death-for- 
profit  septic  society,  I  try,  in 
concert  with  people  like  you, 
to  believe  that  the  witches  and 
heretics,  the  cursed  and  despis¬ 
ed,  the  deviant  of  all  stripes 
from  what’s  the  “norm”  of  an 
incredibly  hateful  world,  we 
will  survive  and,  who  knows, 
perhaps  even  prevail? 

Love  to  you  and  all  at  GCN, 
Wally 


1 

Hey!,  it’s  twelve  and  they’re  open  til  two. 


(We  knew,  we  really  did,  that  our  weekends  demanded  a  critique, 
but  what  a  way  to  induce  reflection!  The  scrutiny  stops,  for  sur¬ 
vival  admits  few  options.) 

First  they  dishout  hide-and-seek  imperatives.  We  digest  them, 
dish  back  dish  and  compliance.  And  now? 


How  could  they  understand,  where  could  they  locate 
so  peculiar  an  angst  in  their  lives? 

Bad  enough  I  can’t  fuck,  now  I  can’t  even  fight. 

(Remember  the  good  ol’  days  when  they  scorned  your  gonorrhea, 
you  just  smiled,  a  tablet  ‘tween  your  teeth, 
love’s  pirate?) 

They  imagine  it’s  the  Holy  Screw  you  worship 
whose  demise  has  left  you  godless. 

Can  they  conceive  of  a  communion 
wrenched  from  their  liturgy? 

Do  they  really  mourn  our  beer-bathed  temples,  dark  reflex  of 
their  ethos, 

destroyed  this  time  by  implosions? 

Will  they  concede  that  this  is  no  threnody  to  pleasure 
withdrawn, 

but  the  de  profundis  of  a  people  forced  down  back-alleys  and 
then  abandoned? 

Why  did  I  buy  Verdi’s  Requiem  today? 

And  gaze  so  long  at  sympathy  cards? 

Should  I  take  Ginzberg’s  Kaddish  from  the  shelf?  Does  it  now  sit 
shiva 

with  a  formerly  vital  Whitman? 

Have  all  their  sins  of  omission  crazed  me?) 


Where  did  I  put  those  freshly  laundered  pajamas? 


Wally  Sillanpoa 

Sunday  Morning 

Emerging  dry 

after  countless  wet  dreams  that  leave  you  exhausted, 
kid, 

you  smooth  the  sheets,  backdrop  to  the  silly  solemn 
melodrama 

of  yet  another  night  alone. 

As  caffeine  does  its  trick  on  the  central  nervous  system, 
you  plot  entree  into  the  land  of  the  living  yet. 

(All  you  need  to  know  AM  radio  will  tell  you; 
all  you  are  sits  beneath  the  shaving  cream.) 

Now, 
last  night, 

in  secula  saeculorum 
the  verticality  is  no  more; 

flattened  horizons  of  a  chaste  and  septic  solitude  loom, 
while  even  memories  look  back  on  life-threatening 
likelihoods. 

Wally  Sillanpoa 


PRE-PURCHASE  YOUR  PRIDE  PARAPHENAL1A 

Get  your  Pride  Paraphenalia  ahead  of  the  crowds  on  Saturday,  June  16th. 
Send  for  your  T-shirts  and  buttons  today,  and  receive  them  weeks  in  advance. 

This  year  we  are  offering  muscle  shirts,  in  addition  to  our  regular  style 
T-shirts;  and  two  Pride  buttons  -  our  official  1984  logo  button,  and  a  special 
10-year  commemorative  button  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  the  Lavender 
Rhinoceros.  It  will  be  done  in  the  original  style  of  the  first,  now  rare,  button. 

Please  allow  up  to  two  weeks  for  delivery.  Be  sure  to  clearly  indicate  style, 
size,  and  color  of  T-shirts.  Print  all  information  legibly. 

Specify  whether  you  want  an  “In-nie”  T-shirt,  or  an  “Out-tie”.  Orders  not 
specifying  this  information  will  automatically  receive  “Outties”.  (Innies  do 
NOT  say  Lesbian/Gay  Pride;  Outties  do). 

Orders  received  after  June  1st  can  not  be  guaranteed  to  arrive  before  June  16th. 


Regular  T-shirt,  Item  #1  -  Outtie,  Item  #1  a  -  Innie 
Colors  available:  Black,  Turquoise,  Lavender 
Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL  Price:  $7.00  each 


Muscle  T-shirt,  Item  #2  -  Outtie,  Item  #2a  -  Innie 
Colors  available:  Black,  Turquoise,  Lavender 
Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL  Price:  $7.00  each 


10th  Anniversary 
Lavender  Rhino  Button 

1  ’A"  diameter 
Price:  $2.00  each 
(Limited  quantity) 


Pride  1984 
Button 

21/«”  diameter 
Price:  $  1 .00  each 


ORDER  FORM: 

Please  print  clearly: 
Name _ 


Address. 


City/Town . 
State _ 


Zip 


Home  Phone 
Work  Phone  _ 
Check  One: 


Exp.  Date 
Account  # 


_ Money  Order  _  Check 

_Visa  _Master  Charge 


Bank  Issuing  Card 

Signature _ 

Date _ 


Item 

Qty 

Size 

Color 

Total 

Sub-Total 

Add  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling 
(2  shirts  maximum  per$3.00  charge) 

TOTAL 


Please  fill  in  coupon,  tear  out  and  mail  to: 
Pride  Celebrations,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  8916 
Boston,  MA  021 14-8916 


Please  allow  2  weeks  for  delivery. 

All  checks,  money  orders,  etc.,  should  be 
made  payable  to:  Pride  Celebrations,  Inc. 


^ _ 
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Discontent 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Strin 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Haryard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 


Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 
■  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


•P.  CONVENTION 


OALLAS  AUGUST  18  23  PEACE  VIGIL  REVERCHON  PARK 


For  more  info  about  plan¬ 
ned  summer  activities,  in¬ 
cluding  a  Peace  Caravan 
travelling  from  the  San 
Francisco  Democratic  Con¬ 
vention  to  the  Los  Angeles 
Olympics  and  the  Dallas 
Republican  Convention  pro¬ 
test  write:  1)  FOB  392, 
Canal  St.  Sta.,  N.Y.  N.Y. 
10013(212-533-5028);  2) 
3745-17th  St,  S.F.  CA 
94114(415-552-9629);  3) 
P0B  8708,  Madison  Wl 
53703;  4)  P0B  5072  Sta. 
A,  Dallas  TX  75208.  Con¬ 
tributions  Welcome. 


RMtTMTU 

'•“•i.'jrr- 


A  Roger  Corman-Bert  Dragm  Production 

T  R  Kids  CHRIS  PE DERSON  BILL  COYNE  JENNIFER  CLAY  and  ANDREW  PECE 
Concert  performances  by  T  S  O  L  THE  VANDALS  Dl  Music  by  ALEX  GIBSON 
Director  ot  Photography  TIMOTHY  SUHRSTEDT  Editor  ROSS  ALBERT 
Produced  by  BERT  DRAGIN  Written  and  Directed  by  PENELOPE  SPHEERIS 


Exclusive  Engagement 

Starts  Friday, 

May  18 


lilCI  PA 2 If 

841  Boylston  opp  Pru  Ctr  267-8181 


theory  has  come  and  gone  the 
way  of  other  Boston  Globe 
lies.  Not  even  one  health  care 
worker  has  gotten  AIDS  via 
contact  with  AIDS  patients. 
But  if  one  were  to  accept  the 
casual  contact  theory,  as  1 
tossed  around  in  my  head  that 
week  long  ago... then  it 
seemed  as  if  all  gcn’ers, 
regardless  of  sex,  were  at  risk. 
But  then  that  feeling  of  being 
“at  risk”  comes  from  viewing 
every  gay  man  as  a  potential 
carrier  or  transmitter  of  AIDS. 
And  that  is  a  heavy  way  to  view 
a  part  of  our  community.  If  I 
started  to  have  all  these  reac¬ 
tions  and  feelings,  I  thought, 
how  the  hell  are  gay  men  deal¬ 
ing  with  all  this?  How  is  the 
homophobic  straight  world 
dealing  with  all  this? 

AIDS  and  the  New  Right 
have  so  saturated  the  world  we 
live  in  that  it  is  impossible  to 
get  away  from  all  the  sex¬ 
negative  feelings.  I  wonder,  is 
anyone  having  good  sex  out 
there?  Are  gay  men  in  our 
community,  are  the  men  I  care 
about,  taking  care  of  them¬ 
selves  and  each  other?  Have 
they  found  creative  ways  to 
have  sex  with  less  risk  to 
themselves,  and  therefore  per¬ 
haps  less  anxiety? 

All  this  business  about  AIDS 
and  sex  and  illness  is  such  a 
coup  for  the  New  Right.  I  can’t 
stop  thinking  the  CIA  is  be¬ 
hind  it  all  —  don’t  laugh  — 
I’m  being  very  serious.  If  it  is 
not  the  CIA  directly,  it  is  surely 
the  system  we  live  under.  AIDS 
is  yet  another  sign  of  the  ulti¬ 
mate  decay  of  a  system  that  has 
put  so  many  carcinogens  into 
the  environment  for  the  sake 
of  profits  for  corporations  that 
God  knows  how  long  any  of  us 
will  live  (and  I’m  an  atheist). 


February  10,  1984 

I  am  feeling  in  less  of  a  panic 
this  week.  Our  staff  discussion 
about  AIDS,  and  our  subse¬ 
quent  meeting  with  Larry 
Kessler  from  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  were  reassuring 
and  informative. 

I  felt  reassured  listening  to 

Gay  Films 

Continued  from  page  7 
form  and  style.  The  festival  is  pre¬ 
senting  a  varied  mixture  of  style  — 
from  the  strictly  formal  to  the 
strictly  unformed  —  and  gay  con¬ 
tent.  On  the  strictly  formal  side  are 
the  Visconti  films  Death  in  Venice 
and  Conversation  Piece.  The  first, 
based  upon  the  Thomas  Mann 
novella,  is  generally  considered 
one  of  Visconti’s  best  films.  It  is 
beautiful,  staggeringly  so,  but  also 
feels  a  bit  dead.  Its  theme,  the  ar¬ 
tist  in  pursuit  of  beauty  (in  this 
case  an  older  man  and  a  young 
boy),  is  clearly  reflected  in  the 
visuals  of  the  film.  But  Visconti  is 
so  concerned  about  presenting  this 
world  in  the  most  beautiful  terms 
he  seems  to  have  forgotten  to  put 
in  much  feeling. 

Conversation  Piece,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  a  great  find.  It  open¬ 
ed  at  the  New  York  Film  Festival 
nine  years  ago  and  was  universally 
panned,  thus  never  gaining  a  very 
large  release.  The  story  of  a  pro¬ 
fessor  (Burt  Lancaster)  who  has 
isolated  himself  with  his  past  life 
and  his  work  only  to  find  rebirth 
with  a  terrorist  and  a  rather  flam¬ 
boyant  and  non-traditional  Italian 
family.  It’s  Death  in  Venice  with 
passion  reaffirmed  and  the  young 
beauty  an  angel  of  salvation  rather 
than  of  death. 

Another  attempt  at  fusing  style 
and  content  is  Pasolini’s Teorema. 
Made  after  his  successful  The 


26,  1984 - 

other  staff  members.  It  seemed 
people  were  trying  to  take  care 
of  themselves  and  each  other, 
and  were  seeking  out  creative 
ways  to  continue  having  sex 
and  remaining  sex-positive. 

I  need  to  hear  from  every 
gay  man,  every  person  I  know, 
that  they  are  taking  this 
seriously  and  thinking  about 
how  to  live  their  lives.  I  do  not 
want  anyone  else  to  die  be¬ 
cause  of  AIDS. 


March  2,  1984 

Just  re-read  my  2/10  entry. 
Laughed  to  myself  that  I  was  in 
less  of  a  panic  about  AIDS, 
because  now  everywhere  you 
turn  there  is  EDB  contaminat¬ 
ing  our  food.  I’ve  lost  track  of 
what  foods  it  is  in.  Should  I 
throw  out  my  breakfast  cereal 
or  not?  It  sits  on  my  kitchen 
table,  uneaten.  There  was  a 
conference  recently  about  tox¬ 
ic  waste  —  people  finally  seem 
to  be  getting  up  in  arms  (as  the 
saying  goes)  about  it.  As  a  per¬ 
son  who  lived  in  Michigan  at 
the  time  the  entire  state 
population  (well,  actually  only 
99%)  was  contaminated  by 
PCB  (a  carcinogen)  finding  its 
way  into  the  food  chain  (one 
might  ask  how),  I  am  intimate¬ 
ly  aware  .of  public  health 
issues. 

AIDS  may  be  with  us  for  a 
long  time,  and  we  need  a  long¬ 
term  strategy  to  cope  with  it  — 
personally  and  politically.  It  is 
not  work  where  we  are  likely  to 
see  easy  victories,  and  all  vic¬ 
tories  short  of  a  prevention 
and  a  cure  are  only  partial  vic¬ 
tories. 

AIDS  organizing  is  work 
that  can  be  very  draining,  and 
people  doing  it  must  pace 
themselves,  give  themselves 
permission  to  take  breaks. 
Like  prison  work,  or  defense 
committee  work  (which  I  have 
done),  it  is  work  that  makes 
you  feel  you  can  never  do 
enough  —  there  is  always  more 
to  do,  and  always  someone  else 
who  is  worse  off  than  you. 
There  is  the  guilt  of  being  the 
survivor,  of  at  least  temporari¬ 
ly  being  healthy,  or  out  of  jail. 
There  is  the  tendency  to  feel 
that  this  is  the  most  important 
work  there  is  to  do  and  that 


Gospel  According  to  St.  Matthew 
but  before  his  elaborate  trilogy 
and  his  masterwork  Salo,  Teorema 
is  a  combination  of  Italian 
Catholicism,  Marxism  and  sex.  A 
young  man  (obviously  Christ-like) 
visits  a  middle-class  Italian  family 
and  sleeps  with  all  of  them.  Sex  is 
their  salvation  and  each  acts  in  a 
different  manner  depending  on 
their  acceptance  of  it.  It  is  a  great 
idea  and  you  can  see  all  of 
Pasolini’s  later  film  ideas  growing 
here.  The  film  is  schematic  and  ob¬ 
vious  in  both  intent  and  construc¬ 
tion,  obviously  intended  by 
Pasolini  to  be  instructional  as  well 
as  entertaining.  Like  Conversation 
Piece,  it  is  a  real  attempt  to  show 
the  liberating  effect  of  sexuality  on 
people’s  lives  as  well  as  the  struc¬ 
ture  and  form  of  filmmaking. 

It’s  a  long  way  from  Rome  to 

Northampton 

Continued from  page  7 
productive.  A  friend  of  mine,  a 
fiancee  in  fact  of  mine,  states  from 
time  to  time  that  it  defeats  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  exercise.”  But  a  local 
resident  acquainted  with  the  man 
told  GCN  he  was  indeed  a  police 
detective. 

LaFrance  commended  the 
peacekeepers  for  their  work  in 
keeping  the  march  orderly.  "They 
did  a  super  job,”  he  said.  “I  had 
excellent  cooperation  with  the 


this  is  the  ONLY  work  that 
should  be  done. 

But  our  community  must 
recognize  that  there  are  many 
things  important  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  activists  to  work  on. . . . 
AIDS  organizing  is  certainly 
one  of  them,  but  so  is  work 
around  anti-intervention,  anti¬ 
militarism,  abortion  and 
reproductive  rights,  gay/les¬ 
bian  liberation. 

We  must  find  ways  to  sup¬ 
port  each  other  in  the  different 
choices  we  make,  realizing  that 
these  things  really  are  all  con¬ 
nected.  A  government  that 
thinks  it  can  walk  into  Central 
America  is  the  same  govern¬ 
ment  that  doesn’t  fund  AIDS 
research  adequately,  is  the 
same  government  that  let  the 
EDB  and  the  PCB  be 
developed  and  produced  in  the 
first  place,  is  the  same  govern¬ 
ment  that  puts  money  into 
chemical  and  germ  warfare  (to 
develop  an  agent  that  destroys 
one’s  immune  system?),  is  the 
same  government  that  sup¬ 
ports  capital  punishment, 
wants  women  only  to  have  sex 
to  produce  children,  won’t 
fund  childcare,  cuts  the  food 
stamp  program  and  the  school 
lunch  program,  has  no  na¬ 
tional  health  insurance,  has 
developed  the  neutron  bomb, 
has  destroyed  the  civil  rights 
commission,  and  of  course 
shows  absolutely  no  signs  of 
passing  gay  civil  rights  legisla¬ 
tion,  never  mind  showing  any 
understanding  of  gay/lesbian 
liberation.  Fighting  on  any  of 
these  fronts  will  help  push 
things  forward  for  all  of  us. 

*In  this  section  l  did  not 
mean  at  all  to  imply  a  criticism 
of  gay  male  “rest  stop”  sex.  / 
only  wanted  to  point  out  how 
AIDS  impacts  on  all  of  this, 
and  how  it  is  often  married  and 
closeted  gay  men  who  have  sex 
at  rest  stops.  At  some  point 
this  will  explode  the  facade 
that  “straight  ’’people  have  no 
connection  to  AIDS,  because 
the  epidemic  will  explode  the 
facade  of  who  is  and  who  is  not 
“straight.  ” 


Baltimore  and  if  Visconti  and 
Pasolini  have  style,  so  does  John 
Waters.  Pink  Flamingos,  Female 
Trouble  and  Desperate  Living 
have  a  style  which  is  as  far  from 
the  Italian  formalism  of  Visconti 
and  Pasolini  as  you  can  get.  But 
for  all  their  bizarre  and  extreme 
sexual  situations,  Waters  is  more 
concerned  with  presenting  a  world 
in  which  not  sex,  but  art,  in  what¬ 
ever  form,  has  a  liberating  and 
transcending  effect  on  people’s 
lives.  When  Divine  eats  real  dog 
shit  at  the  end  of  Pink  Flamingos 
or,  with  a  scarred  face  and  a  load¬ 
ed  gun,  demands  of  an  audience  at 
the  end  of  Female  Trouble,  “Are 
you  ready  to  die  for  art?”.  Waters 
is  demanding  that  we  re-examine 
exactly  what  it  is  we  expect  from 
movies,  art  or  entertainment.  In 
Continued  on  page  1 7 


chief  (Peacekeeper]  security  of¬ 
ficers,  Miss  [sic]  Fraser  and  Miss 
Cleland.  We  had  absolutely  not 
one  single  incident  involving  the 
1200  to  1500  marchers  that  were 
there.” 

GALA  spokesperson  Jane 
Cleland  told  GCN  “everything 
went  great.  The  rain  didn’t  hurt  us 
in  any  way.  It  was  as  if  it  wasn’t 
raining.  We  were  so  organized  and 
everyone  was  so  wonderful  that  it 
didn’t  rain  on  us.” 


Gay  Films 

Continued from  page  16 
this  context  of  totally  scrambled 
sexual,  gender  and  social  values, 
the  question  then  becomes  much 
larger.  Art  is  no  longer  represen¬ 
tative  of  life,  it  becomes  life. 
Pasolini  and  Visconti  try  to  teach 
us;  Waters  is  demanding  that  we 
deal  with  it. 

Much  of  what  has  been  written 
about  gay  sensibility  —  camp,  high 
style,  form  or  design  —  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  these  evolved  because 
the  subject  of  homosexuality  itself 
was  considered  unspeakable  or  un¬ 
presentable.  In  recent  years  the 
situation  has  changed  and  we  are 
now  able  to  show  gay  women  and 
men  as  themselves  without  veils  or 
symbolism.  The  festival  has  a  good 
selection  of  films  which  present 
realistic  portrayals  of  homosex¬ 
uals.  At  their  most  realistic  is  a 
documentary  on  British  artist 
David  Hockney,  A  Bigger  Splash. 
Considered  shocking  when  it  first 
appeared  several  years  ago  not  on¬ 
ly  because  it  discussed  Hockney’s 
sexuality  but  also  because  it  show¬ 
ed  it  in  somewhat  explicit  detail, 
the  film  has  now  grown  into  a 
more  mature  culture.  But  it  is  still 
an  entertaining  and  informative 
look  at  an  artist,  his  life  and  how 
his  sexuality  affects  his  life. 
Perhaps  its  most  important 
message  is  the  obvious  but  often 
ignored  statement  that  one’s  sex 
life  is  inseparable  from  all  that  one 
does  and  creates. 

Fassbinder’s  Fox  and  his 
Friends  is  a  compelling  study  of 
sex  and  class.  A  story  of  a  middle- 
class  gay  man  destroying  his 
working-class  lover,  the  film  was 
picketed  by  gay  activists  at  its 
showing  in  New  York  several  years 
ago.  They  claimed  it  gave  a  bad 
portrait  of  homosexuals;  they  were 
partly  right:  it  was  a  bad  portrait 
of  rich  homosexuals. 

If  there  is  a  theme  running 
through  these  new  films,  it  is  the 
interaction  between  gay  women 
and  men  and  the  real  world.  Fox 
looks  at  the  position  of  gay  men  in 
post-war  German  and  discusses 
their  relationships  in  view  of 
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money  and  class.  The  Dutch  film 
A  Woman  Called  Eve 
(remarkably,  made  in  1979)  details 
the  life  of  a  middle-class  woman 
who  discovers  that  she  is  a  lesbian 
and  has  to  fight  for  the  custody  of 
her  children.  In  many  ways  the 
film  is  eager  and  naive.  It  has  a 
realistic  yet  upbeat  attitude 
towards  its  characters  and  their 
situation.  It  resembles  the  more  re¬ 
cent  Lianna,  but  has  an  unrelen¬ 
ting  sweetness  and  charm  which, 
help  to  carry  it  though  some  of  its 
more  ingenuous  moments.  Its  pre¬ 
sentation  of  lesbianism  and  lesbian 
relationships  is  honest  and  non- 
idealized  and  even  its  realistic  end¬ 
ing  is  shown  in  a  positive  light.  It 
has  been  hard  enough  to  make  and 
show  films  about  gay  men;  gay 
women  have  always  been  consid¬ 
ered  less  marketable,  i.e.  pro¬ 
fitable.  A  Woman  Called  Eve,  is 
remarkable  because  it  is  so  good 
and  because  it  exists. 

From  England,  by  Swedish 
director  Mai  Zetterling,  comes 
Scrubbers,  which  is  about  life  in  an 
English  woman’s  prison.  One  of 
the  best  films  being  shown  at  the 
festival,  it  neither  sentimentalizes 
the  women’s  relationships  nor  ex¬ 
ploits  them.  It  is  an  honest  por¬ 
trayal  of  life  and  love  among 
women  under  the  pressure  and  the 
crushing  conditions  of  confine¬ 
ment.  Although  not  overtly 
political,  it  is  clearly  out  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  effect  that  social  condi¬ 
tions,  in  this  case  prison,  have  on 
people’s  lives.  It  manages  to  avoid 
many  of  the  cliches  which  have 
haunted  women-in-prison  movies 
since  Eleanor  Parker  was  terror¬ 
ized  by  a  butch  matron  in  Caged  35 
years  ago.  Scrubbers  takes  a  tradi¬ 
tional  movie  situation  and  infuses 
it  with  new  life;  presenting  the 
characters  as  real  human  beings 
without  being  judgmental  about 
sexuality,  it  is  both  innovative  and 
encouraging. 

The  Deputy,  from  Spain,  is  a 
political  thriller  about  the  career  of 
a  communist  activist  who  is  threat¬ 
ened  by  fascists  for  his  association 
with  a  young  hustler  when  he  runs 
for  office.  In  this  age  of  right-wing 


organized  sex  attacks  on  public 
figures,  The  Deputy  seems  par¬ 
ticularly  fresh.  While  Scrubbers  ' 
deals  with  lesbian  characters  in  a  I 
non-judgmental  way,  The 
Deputy’s  plot  turns  directly 
around  the  character’s  sexuality. 
And  while  Fox  and  his  Friends 
uses  homosexual  men  and  their 
world  to  make  connections  about 
class,  The  Deputy  makes  explicit 
the  relations  between  conservative 
and  leftist  politics  and  sexual 
politics. 

Ernesto,  an  Italian  film,  is  in  a 
class  all  its  own.  It  has  the  beauty 
of  Visconti,  the  sly,  subversive 
humor  of  Warhol  and  the 
realistic  approach  of  the  other 
films.  The  story  of  a  young  boy 
who  is  just  discovering  his  gayness, 
it  is  a  study  of  youth,  beauty  and 
ambivalence  of  sexuality  and  gen¬ 
der,  as  well  as  a  charming  and  de¬ 
lightful  story  of  growing  up.  Oscar 
Wilde  said  that  the  worst  thing  in 
the  world  was  not  getting  what  you 
want  and  that  the  second  worst 
was  getting  it.  That  is  the  moral  of 
Ernesto,  but  it  is  cloaked  in  such 
style  and  beauty  that  there  is  much 
more.  ( Ernesto  will  be  opening  at 
the  Nickelodeon  for  an  extended 
run  next  week  and  there  will  be  a 
more  extensive  review  then.) 

The  question  of  “what  is  a  gay 
film”  is  probably  unanswerable  or 
rather  there  is  no  answer  which 
would  please  everyone  (and  prob¬ 
ably  many  which  would  displease 
many).  The  films  at  the  Nickelo¬ 
deon  are  varied.  Some  are  made  by 
homosexuals,  some  only  about 
them,  and  others  exhibit  qualities 
which  have  traditionally  been  con¬ 
nected  with  gay  life.  And  just  as  in 
gay  life  there  is  something  for 
everyone.  From  camp  to  political 
seriousness,  from  Hollywood  to 
the  Netherlands,  the  festival  is 
covering  many  aspects  of  who  and 
what  it  means  to  be  gay.  It  is  a 
representation  of  many  lifestyles, 
many  points  of  view  and  many  cul¬ 
tures  which  reflect  a  multitude  of 
opinions  and  visions.  There  is  no 
one  theme  to  take  from  the 
festival,  or  from  the  selection  of 
films  except:  we  are  everywhere. 
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SIMEON  GOLDSTEIN,  M.Ed  ^ 
U  Copley  Square  522-6295  ^ 

Sliding  Fee  Scale  -  Most  Insurance  Accepted 


ntc 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance 

for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 

Boston,  Mass.  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

Call  Toll 

Free  1-800-352-3185 

s  {= 

Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service  0  o 

A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men  g  ° 


and  lesbian  women  since  1971 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Relationships  Can  Be  Confusing 
when  intimacy  frightens  you . . . 
when  you’re  not  sure  you’re  in  love. . . 
when  you’re  afraid  of  getting  hurt. 
Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


•  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240  _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 

•  General 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street.  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


For  two  years,  GCN’s  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
.  16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives, 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or  | 
new-found  friends,  and  f 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation  ? 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in  | 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help  f 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age. 

SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  1984! 

We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  contributions  of; 

□  $  30  ($120  annually) 

□  $  50  ($200  annually) 

□  $100  ($400  annually) 

□  $ _ 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  contribution  of  $ _ 


Address _ 

Clty/State/ZIp _ _ _ 

Please  mail  to  GCN  Surtainers,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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Classifieds 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
No  small  worries 
No  small  pains 
But  infinitely 
tiny  gains 
We  ll  have  to  sue 
the  son  of  a  bitch 
who  made  us  poor 
instead  of  rich 
and  it  won’t  be  easy 
and  we’ll  probably  lose 
but  a  reputable  company 
we  did  choose 
so  much  for  reputation 
so  much  for  trust 
everything  that  glitters 
turns  to  dust 
and  all  that  matters 
if  your  luck  is  good 
is  to  have  been  loved 
and  understood. 

I  have  been  lucky 
and  I  am  grateful 
to  the  design  room 
that  proved  so  fateful. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

BRIAN  C. 

Happy  birthday,  dear  friend!  Your 
phone  call  was  a  joy  to  receive  —  it’s 
been  far,  far  too  long.  Congratulations 
on  the  shop;  I'm  looking  forward  to 
visiting  next  time  I’m  back  east.  When 
are  you  coming  to  Seattle,  hmmm? 
With  much  affection,  Denys. _ (44) 

STUDENT  SEEKS  FRIEND 
GWM  student  20  English  seeks  GM 
18-30  for  sincere  relationship.  Please 
write  GCN  Box  817.  Photo  appreciated. 
_  (44) 

Heart  saw  heart 
When  eye  met  eye 
Mind  and  soul 
Were  recognized 
I’d  paraphrase  a  bit 
"My  dear  Aaron, 

The  game  is  most 

Definitely  afoot" _ (44) 

Black  handicapped  gay  male  31  yrs 
wants  to  give  blow  job  to  any  young 
guys  up  to  early  20’s.  Call  or  write  Ran¬ 
dy  Thomas  787-2299;  1925  Comm  Ave 
4719,  Brighton,  MA  02135. _ (44) 

LOVEMAKING  &  WARMTH! 

GM  33,  155lbs,  muscular,  astute  &  at¬ 
tractive  sks  similar  for  warm  love- 
making  with  the  chance  for  more.  PO 
Box  1054  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130.  (44) 
MATURE  L  FRIEND/COMPANION 
Wanted  by  young  at  heart  over  50  GF 
enjoy  variety  activities  together  no 
drugs,  heavy  drink.  Jill,  Box  3036, 
Beverly,  MA01915give tel  no. _ (45) 

GF  short  &  stout  Ikng  for  an  incurable 
romantic  into  music,  sport,  nature  and 
hugs-kisses.  GCN  Box  811. _ (43) 


FIFTIES  CAR  WANTED! 

Got  a  ’50s  car,  preferably  a  convertible, 
that  you’d  like  to  show  off  in  the  Boston 
Gay  Pride  March  on  June  16?  The 
Beebo  Brinker  contingent  would  love  to 
fill  it  with  dykes  and  faggots  in  ’50s 
drag  to  publicize  our  play.  Call  Paul  at 
523-8704  or  write  to  Beebo  Brinker, 
GCN  Box  795,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. _ 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  fo?  "crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

BOSTON  GAY  HISTORY 
We  are  seeking  information  on  Scollay 
Square  and  its  immediate  surroundings 
during  and  before  World  War  II,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  Imperial  Cafe  and  Hotel  as 
a  cruising  and  drinking  spot  for  sea¬ 
men,  as  well  as  the  Old  Howard  Bur¬ 
lesque  on  Howard  St.  and  the  Casino 
Burlesque  on  Hanover  St.,  the  5®  all- 
night  movie  theaters.  Any  contributions 
will  be  greatly  appreciated.  Please 
write  Freddie  Greenfield,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
or  call  (617)  426-4469  and  leave  a  mes- 
sage  so  we  can  set  up  an  interview. 

BEEBO’S  BEGGARS  BANQUET 
Beebo  Brinker's  Beggars  Banquet 
Benefit  will  be  happening  on  June  22. 
There  will  be  a  spaghetti  feast,  a 
slide/tape  show  on  the  history  of  les¬ 
bian  novels  including  the  pulps,  and 
'50s  music  and  dancing.  Surprises,  raf¬ 
fles,  lots  of  fun  —  come  in  ’50s  drag  if 
you'd  like!  Watch  this  space  for  more 
details,  but  plan  to  celebrate  Gay  Pride 
Week  at  Beebo's  Banquet,  June  22  at 
7pm,  Emmanuel  Church,  15  Newbury 
St.,  Boston. 


HAWAII 

2  L  going  camping  in  Hawaii  in  fall 
would  like  to  hear  from  other  L’s  who 
have  done  the  same.  What  sights 
shouldn't  we  miss?  Tell  us  about  the 
night  life  too.  Write  to  Sue,  Box  218, 
Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 
Thanks! _ (44) 

ATTENTION  PAST  BOX  HOLDERS 

There  is  unclaimed  mail  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pick-up  boxes.  Please  either  come 
in  to  claim  it,  or  send  $2.50  and  request 
that  it  be  mailed  to  you.  If  you  come  in¬ 
to  the  office,  you  must  give  us  positive 
identification  so  that  we  know  we  are 
giving  the  mail  to  its  proper  recipient. 
Thank  you. 

660,  667,  669.  674,  677,  684,  701, 

704,  706,  707,  708,  713,  714,  716, 

720,  723,  729,  731,  735,  738, 

753,  763. 


HELP  NEEDED 

GM  Harvard  undergrad  &  member  AIDS 
Action  Comm/Boston,  is  doing  a  photo 
&  written  documentary  of  gay  men  with 
AIDS  in  NYC  this  summer.  The  Gay 
Men's  Health  Crisis  has  pledged  its 
support.  I  need  info  on  summer  housing 
in  Manhattan  (cheap;  poss  apt/house 
sit?)  and/or  financial  aid  (any 
private/public  grants  for  which  I  might 
be  eligible).  Call  or  write  if  you  can 
help:  S.  Lambros,  Mather  140,  Harvard 
U,  Cambridge,  MA  02138;  (617) 
498-4616.  Thanks. _ (45) 

GWF  sincere  caring  attr  sense  humor 
wd  love  to  meet  discreet  mature  women 
who  enjoy  being  a  “lady",  good  music, 
frnds,  the  ocean,  quiet  eves  w/honest 
communication,  west  of  Boston.  C/O 
PO  Box  1721,  Lunenberg,  MA01462.(46) 

SOUTH  BERKSHIRES 

GWM  29,  5 ’10",  155  lbs,  intell,  enjoy 
reading,  cooking,  travel,  music,  sk 
similar  GM's  20-35  for  friends,  poss 
relationship,  Box  2241,  Stockbridge, 
MAPI  262. _ (45) 

HEP  CATS 

Chronic  hepatitis  carrier?  Group  of  gay 
male  hepatitis  carriers  meets  informal¬ 
ly  for  support  &  friendship.  Info  write 
Ken  Box  224,  Boston  02117, _ (44) 

Somewhat  single  lesbian  seeks  same 
for  surf  &  sun  &  sensuous  summer  fun. 
I’m  a  well  adjusted  35  yo  Taurus.  GCN 
Box  813. _ (44) 

LF  desires  to  meet  mature  sincere  LF 
for  dating,  friendship  &  possibly  a  rela¬ 
tionship.  No  drinks,  drugs  or  games. 
GCN  Box  844. _  (44) 

GF  36  who  loves  to  dance  seeks  some¬ 
what  similar  F  for  dancing  &  dates  to 
Boston  women's  bars.  Not  a  conversa- 
tion  ad.  GCN  Box  815. _ (46) 

Extremely  good  looking  young  blonde 
guy  skng  a  doctor  to  enjoy  life  with. 
Please  send  phone  number  &  picture  to 
Gary  Rice,  9  Gartland  St,  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130. _ (46) 

Kathy  K 

I  sent  you  a  letter  at  the  last  address  I 
had  for  you  in  P’burg,  but  got  no  reply.  If 
you  read  this,  please  drop  me  a  line  — 
I’ve  been  wondering  what  you  are  do¬ 
ing,  where  you  are,  and  how  you  are. 
Another  friend  of  yours  is  looking  for 
you,  too.  Write  me  at  work,  since  you 
might  not  have  my  most  recent  home 
address:  Nancy  Wechsler,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  5th  floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. _ _ 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten- 
tlon  Classifieds  Box  


PERSONALS  FOR  MEN 

PHONE  SEX 

The  men  who  use  our  service  got  con¬ 
nected  together  for  a  hot.  erotic  ex¬ 
perience  with  other  HORNY  GUYS.  24 
hrs  a  day.  Do  it  now  for  LESS  THAN 
$3.00  an  hour.  (415)  346-8747. _ (45) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

Stable  GWM  cpI  seek  1  or  2  bdrm  apt 
w/parking  and  yard  or  porch  by  June  30. 
GCN  Box  818. _  (47) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

GENERAL  MANAGER 

for  two  $1  million  consumer 
cooperative  grocery/natural  foods 
stores.  Responsibilities  inc  business 
planning,  market  strategy  design  and 
implementation,  and  supervision  of  two 
store  managers.  Experience  in 
community-based  organizations  a  plus. 
For  complete  job  description  and  ap¬ 
plication  call  (617)  923-9020  or  write 
Boston  Food  Co-op,  Attn:  Mgmt  Hiring, 
449  Cambridge  St,  Allston,  MA  02134. 
An  EOE/AA  Employer. _ (44) 

NEED  JOB  &  PLACE  TO  LIVE? 

My  home-cleaning  co  needs  FT  or  PT 
help.  Good  pay.  Career  opportunity. 
Ideal  for  high  school  student  or 
teenager.  I  also  want  a  friend  to  live  in 
my  lakefront  home.  Box  3072,  Saxon- 
ville  Station,  Framingham,  MA  01701. 
_ (12 /I) 

EXCELLENT  SECRETARIAL 
POSITION  AVAILABLE 

Secretary-Assistant  for  attorney  involv¬ 
ed  with  Real  Estate,  Mortgages  & 
Finance.  Rte  128,  Waltham.  Opportuni¬ 
ty  for  responsiblity  and  advancement  in 
busy  office.  Call  between  4-8PM. 
332-7313.  _ (44) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  TEENAGERS  CLUB 
If  you  are  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys 
your  age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job,  place  to 
I  ive.  For  info  contact  Box  3072  Saxon- 
ville  Sta,  Framingham,  MA  01701.  (5) 

GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please! _  _ (30) 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to.  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified!  You'll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cut  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1 .  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  fqr  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS:  General  Rule — if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule — if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston.  MA  02111. 
•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women’s  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed.  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
and  others  skng  spiritual  fulfillment.  If 
you  are  interested  in  forming  a  UFMCC 
congregation  in  Cambridge  or  the  Bos¬ 
ton  suburbs,  call  492-7922  or  write  PO 
Box  1397,  Camb,  MA  02238.  If  have 
been  unfulfilled  by  other  churches,  this 
may  be  the  place  for  you.  Feminist  len¬ 
ten  series  beginning:  call  for  details. 
_ (45) 

HETEROSEXISM.  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester.  Ed.D. 


Section  1 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  ( 


Section  2 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  re/ect.  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN 's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad.  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  ol  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  ot  the 
original  publication  ot  the  ad 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad.  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks 
Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon  Fri.  10AM-6PM 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number.  : 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box  i 

_ ,  167  Tremont  St..  5th  Floor.  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1  00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling 


Section  3 


Bold  Headlines;  Business 

Non-Business 

Light  Headlines:  Business 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof; 


Non-Business 

Business 

Non-Business 


Additional  Lines  Business 

or  part  thereof:  . 

Non-Business 

Capitalized  Wds:  (not  Headlines) . 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof: 


x  2.00 
x  1.00 
x  1.00 
x  .50 
7.00 
5.00 

75 
50 
25 


_ x  12.00  = 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 

20%  = 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ xl.  = 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED .  = 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  [For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 
$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  ot  one 
bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30.  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 
167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you  Activities  in 
elude  religious  observances,  discus 
sions.  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb.  MA  02238. 


N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  SI 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD.  PO  Box  174, 
New  York.  NY  10018. _ (48) 

JOURNALISTS  SUPPORT  GROUP 
A  support  group  is  now  forming  for  jour¬ 
nalists.  Come  to  improve  your  skill  & 
help  to  end  writer's  isolation.  Call 
Warren  492-4639. _ _ (44) 

VACATIONS 


BLUEBERRY  COVE  CAMP  FOR 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

30  acres  coastal  Maine,  camping, 
cabins,  meals,  boats,  nearby  sandy 
beaches.  Mid-Aug  to  Mid-Oct.  Work¬ 
shops  Kay  Gardner  (June)  Joan  Larkin 
writing.  Women's  sailing  &  budding 
schools.  Canoe  &  hiking  trips.  BCAC 
Box  520  Tenants  Harbor.  ME  04860.  (50) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

GAY  LOVE 

THE  JOURNEY  OF  THE  HEART 

A  weekend  retreat  June  1-3 
for  Gay  and  Bisexual  Men 
with  George  Lakey 
Co-author  of  No  Turning  Back 
$70-125  sliding  scale:  for  info 
write  or  call  Rowe  Conference  Ctr 
Kings  Hwy  Rd,  Rowe,  MA  01367 
(413)  339-4216 

_ s _ (45?) 

PUBLICATIONS 

COOKING  FOR  TWO  COOKBOOK 
235  recipes.  Includes  nutritional  infor¬ 
mation.  64  pp  16  color  photos.  Send  $4 
to  B.  Bertson  POB  304,  Little  Falls,  MN 
56345. _ (45?) 

SUMMER  HOME  WNTD 

2  LF  sk  quiet  country  home  in  June,  July, 
Aug  for  writing  &  gardening  in  West 
Mass  or  Vt.  Betsy/Berit  354-5441. _ (v) 

MOVERS 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 

SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  492-1572 (45) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Rel.  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  ime  of  day — any  day  of  year. 
N  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
icensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848  _ 

HOME  WANTED 

LF  sks  home  with  other  LFs  in  North 
Shore/North  Boston  suburbs  for  June  1 
or  ASAP.  If  you  have  an  opening  or  want 
to  find  a  place  together,  call  Ginny 
321-2798. _ (44) 

LF  sks  home  w/1-3  others  for  6/1  veg,  no 
pets,  considerate,  self-sufficient, 
politically  aware  (if  not  always  correct), 
emotional,  smart,  Libra,  sks  stable 
home.  $290/mo  ht,  H20  inc.  566-5310 
phone  machine. _ (45) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

MEMORIAL  DAY  WK  SPECIAL 

P’Town  condo  includes  all  amenities 
pool  and  parking  sleeps  4  available  5-26 
to  6-2  daily  basis  or  $475  for  week.  Call 
after  5, 233-8488. _ (45) 

Womyn's  guest  house  by  the  sea  com¬ 
fortable:  reasonable  rates:  Escape!  Six 
hours  north  of  Boston  write:  Sea 
Gnomes  Home  Box  33  Stonington, 
Maine  04681.  Soon! _ (45) 

ROOMMATES _ 

BROOKLINE  IS  AFFORDABLE 

2  rms  avail  in  womon  hshld  for  June  1. 

No  smoking  or  pets.  Supportive  envir¬ 
onment,  $235/mo  ea  inc  ht.  Beautiful 
courtyd  setting.  738-4689. _ (44) 

3  GM  seek  1  more  for  pro-feminist, 
mostly  veg,  friendly  Cent  Sq  coop. 
$140/mo  (inc  ht)  plus  util.  497-6323. 

_ (44) 

L  &  cat  Ikng  for  rmte  to  live  in  5  rm  apt 
nr  Green  &  Orange  &  bus  line.  Quiet  st 
&  reasonable  safe  area,  off  st  pkng. 
200/mo  util  not  inc.  I’m  a  meat-eater 
w/many  interests,  but  little  political  in- 
terest.  524-4507  days _ (44) 


4  L  Ikng  for  5th.  Large  semi-coop  house. 
Cambridgeport.  We  have  1  dog  no  more 
pets.  Non-smkr  pref.  $132  plus  util. 
Avail  June  20.  661-6771. _ (44) 

TRANQUILITY  IN  ARLINGTON 
Share  beau  quiet  chem-free  household 
w/2  LF  &  frndly  dog.  Lg  rm  porches  yard 
garden  sun.  Sorry  no  more  pets,  smoke, 
chem/food  addictions.  Warmth  creativi¬ 
ty  openess  welcome.  $185  plus 
641-1168  or  646-1379  keep  trying.  (45) 
3  LFs  seek  1  LF  for  So  End  duplex  apt  4 
br  inc  w&d  heat  roofdeck  nr  T  non- 
smoker  no  more  pets  avail  June  1  $250 
btfl  apt  friendly  &  indep.  Jo  894-3600  x 
2239  days  247-2316. _ (45) 

GF  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
By  older  North  Shore  woman.  Your  own 
bdrm/bath,  kitchen  privilege,  pkng, 
yard.  No  smoke/pets.  2  cats  live  here. 
only  $300  inc  util  (617)  927-0885.  (45) 

Prof  LF  sks  same  26  plus  for  2  bd,  6/1  or 
6/15.  Must  be  respon,  patient.  No  drink, 
drug,  cigs.  Pref  12  stepper  $215/mo  inc 
heat.  Camb-Belmnt  line.  Ginn  days 
935-5150  ex  290. _ (46) 

L  24  sks  same  to  share  Cambport  apt. 
Huge  kitchen.  Nice  nghd.  No  drugs  or 
alcohol  please.  491-7622  between  8  and 
10  evenings. _ (46) 

SF  and  LF  sk  either  to  shr  3  br  apt 
w/yard  +  frplc  in  Cambridgeport  nr  T. 
$183  +  ,  for  July  1.  Call  876-9836  after  6. 

Female,  Randolph,  share  6  room  duplex 
home  with  same  $245/mo  plus  Vi  utils. 
GCN  Box  816. _  (44) 

Compatible  LF  rmte  needed  to  share  JP 
apt  nr  Jamaicaway.  Apt  has  5  Ige,  sun¬ 
ny  rms,  2  porches,  beautifully  refinish¬ 
ed  floors,  walls,  bathroom,  kitchen,  etc. 
Reasonable  rent.  Julie  522-2626  or 
964-1008. _ (44) 

Watertown  Sq  area:  M  sks  quiet  M/F  for 

2  br  on  T.  Deck,  piano,  wood  stove  $275 

plus  avail  6/1.  Tom  eves  924-7979.  (44) 

Sk  M/F  for  own  room  in  lg  sunny  apt  nr 
Union  Sq  Som  w/2  GMs  30s  prof 
$200/mo  plus  util  6/1  sublet  9/1  option. 
Hugh  666-4283  or  253-6225  (days).  (44) 
Prof,  studious  (shh!)  GM  29  seeks  com¬ 
passionate  affable  neat  reliable  same, 
share  sumptuous  6  rm  turn  apt  Porter 
Sq/Cam  thru  9/84  or  9/85.  Allergies: 
cats,  smoke  &  loud  music.  $340  plus  ht, 
util;  negot.  eves:  864-6094. _ (44) 

3  LFs  sk  1  or  2  more  for  spacious  JP 

hse  w/yard,  porches,  garden;  on  quiet  st 
w/trees  nr  pond,  arb  &  T.  We  share  food 
&  chores,  have  2  cats,  don't  smoke.  175 
plus  if  5;  219  plus  if  4.  Avail  6/1. 
522-7446. _ (44) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  for  lg  sunny  rm  in  old  house 
in  Brighton,  192  plus.  10  mins  to  down¬ 
town  Boston,  lg  yard,  nr  T,  safe,  qt 
nbhd,  off-st  pkng,  indep  but  friendly,  for 
6/1.782-6204, _ (44) 


ROOMIES 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$10  Introductory  Rate 
Now  Thru  June  15 
Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  969-1779 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


LF  26  &  loving  dog  sk  responsible  rmte 
for  sunny  spacious  2  br  apt  in  Cleve 
Circ.  Pref  no  cigs.  Friendly  &  indepen¬ 
dent.  287/mo.  inc  ht;  laundry  facilities 
in  bldg.  Nr  MBTA.  avail  now  for  sum- 
mer,  opt  to  stay  in  fall.  731-1741.  (46) 

Rmte  wntd  pref  artist/creative  person. 
Lge  2  brw/studio.  Bob  247-2806.  (v) 

RESORTS _ 

CHECK  ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN!!! 

Dbl  rms  coffee  by  fireside.  Pkg.  Apts 
also  avail.  1  blk  bay  open  yr  round 
487-9029.  25  Winthrop  P'Town  MA 
02657. _ (46) 

P'TOWN  WATERFRONT  STUDIO 
$345/wk  sleeps  4.  Clean,  quiet,  cozy. 
West  End.  (617)  262-7396  or  (617) 
487-2771.  Off-season  discount.  1  week 
minimum  stay. _ (45) 

B&B  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS 
100  scenic,  private  acres,  14  lovely 
rooms,  great  views.  Fireplace,  library, 
pool,  trails.  Nearby  golf,  tennis, 
boating,  antiquing.  Call/write  for 
brochure.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace  &  Judith,  Innkeepers. _ (8) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401 )  849-7645.  (13) 

RIVER  FRONT  CAMP  4  LEASE 
3-season  "tentsite”  on  river  with  1  acre 
of  wilderness  forest.  Mtn  view,  swimm¬ 
ing,  sun,  privacy.  Lakes  region,  NH.  2 
hrs  from  Boston,  1-89.  Inquire:  POB  419, 
Contoocook,  NH  03229. _ (44) 

THE  RETREAT-FOR  WOMEN 
New  Englands  popular  women’s  resort. 
Secluded,  pool  &  tennis  ct,  river  nestled 
in  the  Berkshire  foothills.  Canoeing 
horses  hike  &  bike  near. 

Women  owned  and  managed 

For  Resv  call  (203)824-7479 
_ (12/8) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Announcing  expanded  facilities!  Pvt 
rms,  great  food,  secluded  campsites, 
campfires,  indoor  fireplace.  Hike, 
swim,  bike,  sail,  horseback  ride.  Farm 
animals,  gardens.  (802)  533-7772.  (44) 

PROVINCETOWN 

1  br  condo  East-End,  parking,  1  block  to 
beach  $350.  (617)  353-1714. _ (46) 


APARTMENTS _ 

Attractive  1  BR  apt  nr  Aboretum  &  Grn 
line  w/wood  stove,  exp  brk,  hdwd  firs. 
Rent  $425+  util.  522-9609. _ (45) 

2  BDRM  TOWNHOUSE  FOR  RENT 
Off  Turtle  Pond  Pkwy  on  West  Roxbry 
line.  Sep  dining  area,  great  closets, 
fully-equipped  cab  kitchen.  Bus  to  Ar¬ 
borway  or  Forest  Hills,  free  pkng.  $394 
inc  heat  &  hot  water.  Many  community 
activities  &  sports.  Call  325-6777  Mon- 
Fri  9AM-5PM _ (44) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  lorm), _ 

MELVILLE  PARK  DORCHESTER 

Two  3  bdrm  duplexes  living  rm  din  rm, 
tile  bath,  hdwd  firs  nr  T.  $500  plus  utils. 
Tom  436-4129. _ (44) 

St.  Botolph  St  area,  2  br,  sliding  glass 
doors  lead  to  large  fenced-in  patio, 
D&D,  fpl,  exposed  brick.  $650,  267-9376 
or  262-7630.  Pkg  avail. _ (44) 

SERVICES _ 

MASSAGE  FOR  WOMEN 

Deep,  relaxing  massage  to  release 
muscular/emot  tensions.  Variety  of 
techniques  &  exercise  counseling  for 
indiv  needs.  Sliding  scale.  489-4050. 
_ (44) 

GAY  MINI'S  WEEKEND 
Residential  workshop  in  the  country  to 
explore  intimacy,  gay  identity,  relation¬ 
ships  &  communication.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone  628-6988. 


TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler.  _ 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 
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O  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  O 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist). 
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I  would  appreciate  letters  of  friendship 
companionship,  and  whatnot.  I'm  a  21 
year  old  bisex  Aries,  enjoy  writing,  art 
and  am  just  beginning  weightlifting 
Can't  write  others  in  prison.  Sorry! 
Cheryl  McROBERTS,  19223,  Hosp.  Dr 
North  No.23,  Orofino  ID  83544. 


I  would  like  to  run  another  ad,  please 
As  you  know  people  out  there  don' 
stay  interested  in  prisoners  very  long 
I’m  very  lonely  in  here  and  would  very 
much  like  to  correspond  with  people 
outside.  I'm  Italian  and  Indian.  Thanks 
Glynda  PHILLIPS,  104694,  Admin  Bldg 
PO  Box  11492,  Oklahoma  City  OK 
73136. 

Recently  an  ad  seeking  penpals  was 
placed  by  me.  I  would  like  to  say  that 
am  a  female  lesbian  who  will  write  to 
any  person  who  writes  me.  I  just  don't 
want  gay  men  to  feel  disappointed 
when  they  write  me,  expecting  a  male 
to  respond.  Thanks!  (I  welcome  letters 
from  all  gays!)  Robin  Shawnee 
JACKSON.  600728,  Box  A.  Oakdale  IA 
52319. 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Fl„  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


Are  you  out  there?  I  would  love  to  write 
to  someone,'  possibly  in  the  South 
Florida  area  (not  necessarily!).  I’m  a 
very  contemporary  43  year  old  '‘fern” 
who’s  seeking  the  friendship  of  same.  I 
enjoy  jazz,  water  sports,  and  travel. 
Sorry  we're  not  permitted  to  write 
others  who  are  incarcerated.  For  more 
indepth  details,  let  me  hear  from  you. 
Barbara  HOLLOWAY,  643626,  PO  Box 
8540-H-1,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 

Lesbian  seeks  correspondence  from 
women  of  all  ages  who  love  to  be 
treated  like  a  lady.  Lets  share  thoughts, 
experiences,  and  friendship.  Humor 
and  positive  outlook  towards  life  a 
plus!  Cindy  RIVAS,  18936  Miller  A27, 
Frontera  CA  91720. 

I  enjoy  hearing  from  people  and  I  enjoy 
writing  them.  I’m  into  soft  lights,  and 
country  music,  and  I’m  bisex.  I’m  a  very 
open  and  honest  person.  Debi  CHRIS¬ 
TIANSON,  45879,  PO  Box  3400, 
Goodyear  AZ  85338. 

Hi,  my  friends  call  me  Slybo.  I’m  a  gay 
female,  been  down  3  years,  looking  for 
some  sexy  young  ladies  out  there  to 
write.  Like  to  party,  get  high  and  make 
love.  AF04404.  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33204. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Gay  prisoners  need  love  too!  There  will 
not  be  any  request  for  anything  but 
friendship  and  stamps  for  responding. 
Would  like  to  write  all:  gays,  feminine 
gays,  drag  queens,  . . .  Charley  BURKE, 
PO  Box  2127,  Lumberton  NC  28359. 

I  am  a  black  gay  prisoner  in  10  block 
[isolation]  in  desperate  need  of  legal 
assistance  from  anyone  concerned. 
My  rights  to  the  14th  amendment  were 
violated,  among  other  matters.  I  would 
greatly  appreciate  hearing  from  con¬ 
cerned  parties.  Aquarian  or  other  pen¬ 
pals  also  very  welcome!!  Timothy 
BANKSTON,  Box  100,  So.  Walpole  MA 
02071. _ 

I  have  been  a  prisoner  for  8  years  and  in 
the  course  of  this  time  I  have  lost  touch 
with  my  family  and  everybody.  Because 
of  this  tragedy,  I  find  my  present  en¬ 
vironment  to  be  like  an  enclosure  and 
I’m  seeking  outwards  to  find  someone 
to  exchange  ideas  with,  if  only  through 
a  letter.  Phillip  BYERS,  77A1830,  Box 
149,  Attica  NY  14011, _ 

Gay  male,  very  attractive,  due  to  be 
released  within  8  months,  would  like  to 
hear  from  other  serious  minded  men.  I 
enjoy  jogging,  calasthenics,  romantic 
evenings  and  large  men.  Will  try 
anything  once.  Richard  LOWRY,  48661, 
PO  Box  100,  So.Walpole  MA  02071. 

I'm  a  native  of  Chicago  Illinois  and  I 
need  someone  to  write  to  and  someone 
that  will  care  for  me  like  I  will  care  for 
them.  So  if  there  is  anything  you  can  do 
I  would  appreciate  it  very  much. 
Michael  WILLIAMS.  42868.  Box  900,  | 
Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 
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Just  for  our  info  here  at  the  Prisonei'I 
Project,  people  inside  or  out,  who  feelf 
they’ve  been  treated  badly  should  sendl 
their  lamentations,  complaints  and] 
other  stories  to  GCN  Prisoner  Project, | 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111. 
Don’t  expect  replies  or  solutions.  We’re  I 
just  looking  for  patterns  that  will  help  I 
keep  the  penpal  space  active  and  a  I 
good  place  to  meet  some  amazing  I 
people  (people  with  convictions!  !).| 
Thanks. 
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IPR/SON  ARTISTS!!! 
lwe  need  graphics!  About  the  width  of 
Ifhe  columns  in  this  section  and  done  in 
Ib/ack  ink  on  white  paper.  Things  that 
lcoufd  illustrate  the  kinds  of  pieces  in 
[the  “Freedom’s  Just"  space  that  runs  | 
|now  and  then,  and  things  for  this  pen¬ 
pal  space.  Don’t  send  anything  you  I 
Iwanf  sent  back  (we  just  don’t  have  | 
I  money  for  postage),  and  we  can't  pro - 
Im/se  to  put  everything  we  get  in  im- 1 
Imediately,  but  we’d  like  to  have  fh/s| 
(space  illustrated  by  prisoners! 
Jthemselves  so  don’t  be  bashful.  Get  out  I 
|  your  pens  and  draw  out  those  feeling  si 
land  thoughts  and  let  us  see  them. | 
1  Thanks. 


II  have  been  writing  to  THOMAS 
JBRIMER  from  Lowell  FL  and  now  his 
( letters  are  getting  returned.  I  would 
(sure  like  to  get  in  touch  again.  Tom, 
(would  you  write  me  thru  GCN/Mike,  167 
(Tremont,  Boston  MA  02111.  I  love  you. 
(And  I  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone 
(from  LA,  gay  or  lesbian.  I  am  into  no 
(body  hair  and  plan  to  get  all  of  mine 
[removed  when  I  get  out.  Please  write. 

I  Jim  TORGET,  3102  E.  Highland  N-21,| 
I  Patton  CA  92369. 


Hello,  around  here  I’m  known  as  Wilmal 
Marie.  I’m  a  young  Cancer  with  lovely | 
I  long  blond  hair.  I’ve  been  a  transvestite] 
I  since  I  was  very  young.  Please  write  for| 
i  am  lonely,  depressed  and  alone  in  this] 
(desolate  place.  William  LOCKARD.I 
]  153043,  Rt  3  Box  2000,  Hagerstown  MD| 
21740. 


I  I'm  writing  to  let  you  know  that  I  receiv- 
(ed  the  books  you  sent  and  want  to  I 
(thank  you  very  much.  (Now  I’m  hoping 
(you’ll  be  able  to  get  some  gay  picture] 
(mags  in  here,  and  also  I’d  love  to  have  a  I 
(penpal  (and  maybe  visitor  if  they’re | 
(near  enough  by).  Thanks  a  lot,  Mike | 
(FULLER,  30  Administration  Rd. 
[Bridgewater  MA  02324. 

Isn’t  this  the  pits.  A  bunch  of  guards  I 
beat  me  up  because  I  was  complaining! 
about  not  being  able  to  see  a  doctor) 
when  I  was  sick  and  when  I  got  my| 
mother  to  talk  to  the  administration) 
they  told  her  a  bunch  of  lies  and  she) 
believed  them!  Anyway  I  sure  could  use) 
some  emotional  support  from  out  there] 
and  if  you  could  send  a  stamp  with  your) 
lletter  so  I  can  reply  without  waiting  til) 
(the  next  month's  ration  of  stamps  and) 
paper,  I’d  appreciate  it.  Thanks!  Chari ie | 
DILL,  36117,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


T  don't  know  much  about  this  but  l| 
would  like  to  find  some  pen  friends  that  I 
are  very  feminine,  transvestite  or| 
transsexual,  especially  in  the  Colorado] 
area,  but  I  will  give  special  attention  to| 
anyone  who  writes.  I  am  very  good  look- 
ling,  masculine  and  in  very  good! 
Iphysical  condition.  Charles! 
WORKMAN,  Box  600,  42066  FC-105 
[Canon  City  CO  81212. 

I  got  your  letter  about  submitting  a  ] 
more  'seductive'  ad  and  I  don't  really  ] 
want  to  do  that  because  most  of  them 
sound  too  phoney  and  I  don’t  consider  | 
myself  a  phoney  person.  But  here’s  | 
some  info:  I’m  into  novels,  poetry,  [ 
|  domestic  lifestyle,  all  sports,  nature' 

,  and  I  don’t  smoke  or  do  hard  drugs.  ( 
i  though  I  do  smoke  pot  once  in  awhile 
I  consider  myself  broadminded  and  | 
would  like  to  seek  the  same.  Jim  WET- 
I  TER,  038217  Box  423,  PO  Box  518, 

|  Zephyrhills  FL  34283. _ 
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By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

From  stage  left  and  stage  right  they  entered 
gently  in  single  file  wearing  black  trousers  and 
shiny  black  bow  ties  atop  crisp  white  shirts. 
Positioning  themselves  on  the  four-tiered 
risers,  standing,  as  the  words  to  one  of  their 
songs  that  evening,  “Stout  Hearted  Men,”  were 
to  suggest,  “Shoulder  to  shoulder,  they  stayed 
together,  man  to  man.” 

Piano  accompanist  in  place,  the  tall,  rather 
elegant  conductor  entered  to  a  warm  welcome 
from  the  audience. 

A  single  pair  of  raised  arms  called  singers  to 
attention,  silence,  then  a  firm  downbeat 
sparked  simultaneous  entry  of  the  tenors, 
baritones  and  basses.  Sounds  of  50  sweet  clear 
voices  —  gay  male  voices  all  —  filled  the  or¬ 
nate  hall.  Thus  the  Spring  Concert  of  the 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  (BGMC)  in  Jordan 
Hall  at  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music 
had  commenced. 

Being  in  the  presence  of  these  beautiful  and 
proud  gay  men,  memories  surfaced  of  the  time 
when,  as  a  fifth  grader  at  the  Erwin  Street 
Elementary  School  in  Los  Angeles,  I  was  sin¬ 
gled  out  by  my  classmates  as  “the  chorus  girl” 
for  being  one  of  only  three  boys  in  the  school 
chorus  of  over  60.  Though  I  have  been  reluctant 
to  sing  much  since,  I  felt  somehow  vindicated 
and  affirmed  by  the  clarity  of  tone  and  sheer 
strength  generated  by  the  BGMC  at  this  con¬ 
cert.  My  appreciation  was  echoed  by  the  ap¬ 
plause  of  over  700  others  in  the  audience. 

Now  in  the  midst  of  its  second  full  season, 
BGMC  performs  three  regularly  scheduled  con¬ 


certs  a  year,  including  a  Spring  Concert  in  April, 
a  Pride  Concert  in  June  during  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Week,  and  a  Holiday  Concert  celebrating 
Chanukah  and  Christmas  performed  in 
December. 

The  Chorus  has  also  made  a  point  of 
scheduling  special  benefits  for  worthy  com¬ 
munity  organizations  and  projects,  including 
performances  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
at  Jordan  Hall,  the  Human  Rights  Fund  at  the 
' Ritz  Carlton,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alcoholics 


Anonymous  Roundup  (Conference)  at  Boston 
City  Hall,  the  Elder  Shared  Living  Project  at 
Boston’s  Parkman  House,  and  a  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  conducted  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church 
for  a  local  gay  man  who  died  after  contracting 
AIDS. 

For  its  musical  contributions  and  social  com¬ 
mitment,  BGMC  was  awarded  the  Katherine 
Lee  Bates  Cultural  Achievement  Award  by  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  on 
November  12,  1982. 

What  was  a  mere  vision  was  transformed  in¬ 
to  a  musical  reality  in  February,  1982  when 
Josef  Bevins,  BGMC  founder  and  first  music 
director,  was  joined  by  30  enthusiastic  singers 
at  the  Community  Music  Center  on  Warren 
Avenue  for  the  Chorus’  first  rehearsal.  The 
group’s  ranks  were  soon  strengthened  to  over 
50  and  a  premiere  concert  was  given  in  June, 


1982  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  including 
musical  selections  ranging  from  Richard 
Wagner’s  “Pilgrim’s  Chorus”  to  Gore  and 
Pitclrford’s  “I  Sing  the  Body  Electric.” 

BGMC  bylaws  state  that  the  original  purpose 
of  the  group,  which  still  holds  today,  is  “to  pro¬ 
vide  gay  and  gay-sensitive  men  an  opportunity 
to  sing  together. .  .quality  music  for  the 
pleasure,  pride  and  satisfaction  of  [them¬ 
selves],  their  families,  friends  and  the  com¬ 
munity.” 

To  BGMC  President  Dale  Greenwood,  the 
chorus  can  also  offer  the  gay  community  the  in¬ 
tangible  benefits  of  “hope”  and  “magic.” 
“Hope  in  the  pride  and  unity  that  can  exist  in  a 
chorus,”  he  said,  “and  the  magic  of  taking 
them  places  where  they  only  hoped  to  go.” 

Intent  on  achieving  these  goals,  Lee  Ridgway 
took  the  helm  as  acting  music  director  in 
September,  1982  and  permanent  director  in 
June  of  1983,  coming  to  the  job  with  impressive 
musical  credentials.  In  this  position  he  is 
responsible  for  all  BGMC  artistic  matters,  in¬ 
cluding  auditioning  and  training  singers,  con¬ 
ducting  the  chorus  and  choosing  the  selections 
to  be  performed. 

When  selecting  music,  Ridgway  takes  into 
account  the  musical  abilities  of  the  chorus  and 
the  theme  for  the  upcoming  concerts.  Holiday 
music  is  chosen  for  the  December  concert 
Continued  on  back  of  Calendar  section 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)227-0513 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 


JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

insurance 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 


DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 
WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Gay  mystery  writer  Nathan  Aldyne  will  be  reading  from  his 
latest  novel,  Slate ,  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop  on  Wednesday, 
May  23.  Slate  is  the  sequel  to  the  widely  acclaimed  Ver¬ 
million  and  Cobalt.  See  Calendar  above. 


Calendar 

weekly  events 

Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for  youth  22  and  under  from 
3:30-5pm  at  Evangelist  Church.  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
Hill)  Info  497-8282  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to:  GCN. 
Box  10GY.  167  Tremont  St..  Boston  02111.  See  Wed 
listings  for  rap  meeting. 

Boston,  MA  —  A  support  group  including  deaf  and  dif¬ 
ferently  abled  women  Free  brunch  Captioned  movies, 
entertainment  and  interpreters  Every  third  Sunday  at 
Somewhere  Else.  295  Franklin  St  Info:  (617)423-7730 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay.  Volleyball  6:30  to  7:30PM, 
warm-up  and  drills  7:30  to  9:30PM,  play  Various 
levels  Info/location:  Jay  262-4896  or  Harry  536-4540. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Gay  Volleyball.  5:30  to  7:30PM. 
Info:  (802)  482-3528  or  (802)  862-4019 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of  New 
England  2nd  Sundays.  2pm  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or 
247-5495. 

Boston  —  Boston's  Other  Voice  "  WROR.  98.5  FM 
11:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Musically  speaking  "  Women's  music, 
ideas,  announcements.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm 

West  of  Boston,  MA  —  West  of  Boston  Lesbians.  Social 
events  on  Sunday  afternoons,  twice  a  month.  New  mem¬ 
bers  welcome.  Info:  Amy  486-8848  or  Dorothy  875-1 108. 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together  of 
Boston  2nd  Sunday  of  each  month.  Info:  Tom  536-3392 
or  Dick  247-3043 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous,  lesbian 
meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  (Harvard  Sq  )  7:30pm.  DOB  office. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alternative  to 
the  bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  2nd  Sundays.  Info:  Box 
1614,  Orleans  02653. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth.  Support  group 
for  youth  16-22  Rap  session  and  social  time.  Info:  Ron 
225-5622. 

Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get-togethers  for 
lesbians.  1st  Sundays  (2pm)  and  3rd  Tuesdays  or 
Wednesdays  (6pm).  Info:  Keene  Klondykes.  Box  261, 
Gilsum  03448. 

Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men  (CVGM)  meets 
1st  Sunday  of  the  month  tor  socializing,  business  and  a 
meal.  Info:  Box  42,  Barre  05641. 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets  3rd 
Sundays.  Info:  (802)  626-3618  or  write:  Box  703,  St. 
Johnsbury  05819. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stern  Club.  Social/  support  group 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal,  friendly  and  open 
meetings  Peabody  Lounge.  3rd  ft. ,  Memorial  Union, 
UMO.  7pm. 

Augusta.  ME  —  Interweave,  a  support/social/political 
group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Meets  last  Sundays  of 
the  month.  Potluck  6:30PM,  program  follows.  All  Souls 
Unitarian,  11  King  St. 

Bennington.  VT  —  Lesbian/Gay  Christians  meet  for  in¬ 
terdenominational  bible  study,  prayer  and  discussion.  In¬ 
fo  588-6564 

Gardner,  MA  —  New  Direction.  St.  Michael's  Outreach 
Service  10AM.  Office  hours  7-9AM  and  4-10PM. 
lnfo:(61 7)536-7005. 

Aroostook  County,  ME  —  Northern  Lambda  Nord,  Nor¬ 
thern  Maine  and  New  Brunswick  support  group,  holds 
business  meeting  and  potluck  on  the  last  Sun  each 
month.  Info:  NLN,  Box  990,  Caribou  04736.  Gay 
Phoneline  (207)896-5888. 


Boston.  MA  —  The  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  with  a  special  ministry  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  meets  at  7pm  in  the  Old  West  Church,  131 
Cambridge  St.  lnfo:523-7664 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Gay  Fathers  of  New  Haven  meets 
biweekly  on  Sundays  at  7pm.  Info:  PO  Box  5041,  New 
Haven  CT  06520. 

monday 

Boston  —  "The  Woman's  Talk  Show"  WRBB,  104.9  FM 
6-7PM.  Music,  information,  interviews. 

Waltham,  MA  —  Triskelion,  the  Brandeis  Gay/Lesbian 
Coalition.  General  discussion  group  at  9pm.  Usdan  Stu¬ 
dent  Ctr.  Conf.  Room  C  Info:  647-4353,  or  Box  2792, 
Brandeis  U.,  Waltham  02254. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  at  8pm.  Info: 
Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area  Gays,  Box  3472. 
Nashua  03061 . 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men  7pm.  Info:  PO  Box 
1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Storrs,  CT  —  Eastern  Conn  Christian  Gay/Lesbian  Con¬ 
cerned  meets  at  Waggoner  Chapel  of  Storrs  Cong.  Church . 
on  UConn  campus.  Into  742-3030  and  872-6531.  Meets 
2nd  and  4th  Mons.  at  7pm. 

tuesday 

Boston.  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual  women's 
S/M  support  group.  Safe,  non-competitive  space  for 
women  of  all  levels  of  experience  to  share  political  and 
personal  aspects  of  our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St. 
(Govt.  Ctr.)  7:30pm.  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Discussion  and 
social  group.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.)  8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  S/M  support  group  every 
week.  7:30pm.  Info:  776-7957.  Open  to  lesbians  suppor¬ 
tive  of  or  into  S/M 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents  and  Friends 
of  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st  Tuesday  of  the  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass  Ave..  Arlington 
Ctr. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition  meets 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays.  Info:  (413)  442-7772. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at 
the  Common  Ground  Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men's  Group.  Weekly 
support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual  men,  7:30pm  for  cof¬ 
fee  and  discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096. 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitarian,  425  Congress  St.  8pm. 
Open  to  all. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task 
Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington  Ave.  7pm.  1st 
Tuesdays.  Info:  249-7691 

New  London,  CT  —  New  London  People's  Forum.  Sup¬ 
port  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Info:  536-3095 
(4-9pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  Nat.  Ass  of  Social  Workers,  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Task  Force  meets  1st  Mons  at  8PM.  Info:  Lorrie 
436-7521  or  Carrie  482-0557. 

Cambridge ,  MA  —  Lesbian  coming  out  discussion  group. 
2nd  Mon.  8PM  All  women  welcome  Daughters  of  Bilitis. 
1151  Mass  Ave.  Info: 66 1-3663. 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  STD  Clinic  for  men  and  women  of  all 
sexual  orientations.  NH  Feminist  Ctr.,  232  Court  St 
(603)  436-7588.  $15  basic  fee 

Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY).  New  persons'  meeting  6:30pm:  general 
meeting  and  group  discussion  7-9pm  For  youth  22  and 
under.  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill) 
Info:  497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  meets  every 
week  from  7-10pm  at  the  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St. 
(Copley  Sq.)  Info:  522-6983 

Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group  of  gay/bi 
fathers  meeting  for  friendship  and  support.  Info:  Exodus 
Ctr.  266-0612,  or  write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN. 
Box  6.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
(LAGMA).  7:30-9:30pm.  New  members  welcome.  Help 
make  the  media  more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info: 
LAGMA,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Isolated  during 
the  workday  downtown?  Interested  in  a  lunchtime  hang¬ 
out/discussion  group’  Come  to  600  Washington  St.  room 
219.  Noon.  Info:  542-5188 

Boston  —  Medical  Area  Dykes  meets  for  lunch.  Noon  to 
1.  Kresge  Cafeteria,  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health.  In¬ 
fo:  Katy  732-1090  ext  41. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Associated  Engineers  and 
Scientists  (LAGAES).  lnfo:288-3228. 

Boston  —  Project  Place  orientation.  Every  Wed.  6:30pm, 
32  Rutland  Place  (So  End).  Info: 262-3740. 

Boston  —  Lunchtime  for  Lesbians.  Hangout/discussion 
group.  Come  to  600  Washington  St.  Rm  219.  Noon. 
lnfo:542-5188. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  meets  4th 
Wednesdays  at  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan 
lobbying,  public  education  and  consciousness  raising.  In¬ 
fo:  661-6015. 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  35+  women's 
discussion  and  social  group  7:30pm.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.)  8pm. 
2nd  Wednesday  and  last  Friday  of  each  month. 

Bridgewater.  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance.  Info:  584-4997. 

Hampden  County,  MA  —  Social/support  group  for  les¬ 
bians.  8pm.  Info:  Debbie  532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

Hyannis,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets  1st 
Wednesday  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New  members  wel¬ 
come.  Orientation,  social  meetings.  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Nashua.  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH  Lambda  spon¬ 
sors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  2nd  Wednesdays  and  4th 
Thursdays.  7:30pm.  Business  meets  on  1st  Saturdays. 
Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Hartford.  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting  Hill  Ctr,,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  247-8797. 


thursday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open  discus¬ 
sion  group.  8-10pm.  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St. 
(Central  Sq.)  Info:  354-8807. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children  Support 

group  8-lOpm  Cambridge  Women  s  Ctr  .  46  Pleasant 

St.  (Central  Sq  I  Info:  354-8807 

Cambridge  —  Younger  Lesbian  Support  Group  All 

women  22  and  under  welcome.  4th  Thurs.  Daughters  of 

Bilitis,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Into :661  -3663 

Allston  —  Local  group  forming  to  discuss  issues  of 

feminism  and  non-violence.  Meets  1st  and  3rd  Thurs. 

Allston-Brighton  Women  for  Peace  and  Justice 

lnfo:254-2272. 

Northampton.  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
meets  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society. 
220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Into:  (413)  584-7903  or  write  PO 
Box  181.  Northampton  01061. 

Hartford.  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  at  Trinity  Church  Parish  House,  Farmington  Ave. 
7:30pm.  Info:  247-8797. 

Kingston.  HI  —  U  of  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force  meets 
at  Women's  Center,  URI  Campus.  6:30pm 

friday 

Boston.  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  (that's  us)  always 
needs  help  sending  out  the  paper  on  Friday  evenings. 
Come  by  for  a  few  hours  to  1 67  T remont  St.  5th  fl.  (on  the 
Common,  near  Boylston  T  stop)  anytime  after  6pm  and 
lend  a  hand.  Refreshments  and  good  times!  Eyery  body 
well  come!  Info:  426-4469.  Thanks! 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Mt  Auburn 
Hosp.  Living  Rm.,  Clark  Bldg.  8-9:30pm.  Newcomers 
meeting  from  7-8pm  on  the  1st  Friday. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of  Lesbian  United.  In¬ 
fo:  Women's  Services  Ctr.  499-2425. 

Concord.  NH  —  Concord  Men  s  Group  meets  at  7:30pm 
for  coffee  and  discussion.  Info:  Herb  485-5612. 

Danbury,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Dan¬ 
bury  meets  7:30-10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  First  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  corner  of  Deer  Hill  Ave  and  West  St 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turt.  a  weekly  drop-in  center  for 
lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at  the  Hill  Ctr..  350 
Farmington  Ave.,  upstairs.  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of 
Sexual  Minorities. 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay  People's  Alliance  group  7-9pm 
Student  Union  Bldg.  92  Bedford  St.  Info. 780-4085. 

Saturday 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events  General  info  John 
275-1336:  Linda  734-4066:  John  864-0823  Volleyball: 
Jay  262-4896.  Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston.  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston.  Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bian  running  club  Info:  39  Milford,  Boston  02118  or 
451-6364. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
meets  every  week  from  1-5pm.  For  youth  14-21.  Into 
MCC  272-9247  or  Gay  Help  Line  751-3322  (eves) 

Bangor.  ME  —  Interweave,  a  support  group  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  Meets  3rd  Sat.  Potluck  at  6pm  followed  by 
program.  Unitarian  Church,  Main  St. 

Burlington.  VT  —  Integrity  (Gay  Episcopalians  and  their 
friends)  meets  1st  and  3rd  Sat.  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 
7:55pm.  Info:  Bruce  864-7198. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Vermonters  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
meets  at  Pearl's  Restaurant  (upstairs).  1st  and  3rd  Sat. 
6-7:30.  Info:  VLGR,  Box  126.  Burl.  05402. 


Niches 

Continued  from  front  of  Calendar  section 

while  more  “classically”  oriented  pieces  are 
presented  at  the  Spring  Concert  and  lighter, 
more  “popular”  music  is  performed  during 
Pride  week. 

A  look  at  the  most  recent  Spring  Concert 
reveals  many  compositions  by  openly  gay  com¬ 
posers  and  by  those  who  are  generally 
understood  to  be  gay,  though  Ridgway  stated 
that  this  was  merely  coincidental.  Selections 
included  the  Boston  premiere  of  Ned  Rorem’s 
“Whitman  Cantata”;  three  compositions  by 
Benjamin  Britten;  “Mad  Dogs  and  Englishmen: 
a  Medley"  by  Noel  Coward,  including  such 
favorites  as  “Mad  About  the  Boy”  and  “Chase 
Me,  Charlie”;  another  medley  including  “Find 
Me  a  Primitive  Man,”  “But  He  Never  Said  He 
Loved  Me”  and  “Most  Gentlemen  Don’t  Like 
Love”  by  Cole  Porter.  Also  included  were  two 
pieces  having  the  same  titles  (“Cantate 
Domino”  by  Giuseppe  Pitoni  and  Hans  Leo 
Hassler);  a  Walt  Whitman  poem  set  to  music  by 
Stuart  Raleigh,  "When  I  Heard  at  the  Close  of 
the  Day";  Frostiana,”  words  by  Robert  Frost  to 
music  by  Randall  Thompson;  "Gloria  Tibi,” 
taken  from  Leonard  Bernstein’s  Mass;  and  a 
piano  solo  by  BGMC  accompanist  John  Bol¬ 
linger,  performing  Sonata  in  C-Sharp  minor,  Op. 
27.  No.  2  (Moonlight)  of  Ludwig  van  Beethoven. 

Other  concerts  have  included  religious  and 
secular  music  from  the  Renaissance  and  Bar¬ 
oque  periods,  English  madrigals,  dreamy  torch 
songs  and  campy  Broadway  show  tunes, 
American  folk  songs,  and  pop  music. 

Though  some  chorus  members  are  profes¬ 
sional  or  semi-professional  singers,  the  majori¬ 
ty  have  had  little  or  no  formal  training,  coming 
from  backgrounds  including  high  school  or  col¬ 
lege  choral  experiences. 

Entry  to  the  chorus  is  through  audition, 
which  determines  whether  the  applicant  is  ap¬ 
propriate  for  ensemble  singing  and  to  deter¬ 


mine  voice  range  and  quality  for  sectional 
placement  in  the  Chorus.  BGMC  members  are 
not  rewarded  financially  for  their  participation, 
but  each  comes  with  a  deep  commitment  and 
love  of  singing.  BGMC  President  Greenwood 
states  that  most  pass  the  audition  and  he  en¬ 
courages  more  people  to  try  out  for  the  chorus 
because  they  are  always  looking  for  new 
singers. 

.  There  are  currently  75  singers  on  BGMC’s 
roster,  45  or  50  of  whom  participate  regularly  in 
rehearsals  and  concerts.  One  of  these  is  Rick 
Goodwin,  who  has  been  a  BGMC  member  since 
June  1982.  A  computer  systems  analyst  by  pro¬ 
fession,  his  musical  past  includes  singing  with 
the  Neponset  Choral  Society  and  the  University 
of  Massachusetts  Chorus.  As  a  BGMC  member, 
he  said,  the  chorus  serves  a  dual  function  for 
him.  “The  performing  aspect  gives  me  a  chance 
to  sing  and  ths  social  aspect  gives  me  a  chance 
to  be  around  a  group  of  men  that  I  like  in  an 
alternative  environment  to  the  bars.” 

Joel  Friedman,  typesetter  and  BGMC 
member  since  January  1983  who  has  had  high 
school  choral  experience,  agrees  with  Goodwin 
and  adds  that  inherent  in  the  group’s  name  is 
another  important  aspect.  “It  is  a  political 
statement,”  he  said,  and  added,  “No  other 
musical  group  in  the  Boston  area  goes  by  its 
sexual  orientation.” 

No  one  knows  exactly  how  many  other 
musical  groups  in  the  nation  go  by  their  sexual 
orientation,  but  it  is  estimated  that  there  are 
around  70  gay,  lesbian,  or  mixed  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  choruses  in  this  country  and  Canada  in 
such  cities  as  New  York,  San  Francisco, 
Chicago,  Los  Angeles,  Santa  Fe  and 
Philadelphia.  About  40  of  these  groups  have 
formed  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Association  of 
Choruses  (GALA)  to  network  information  and 
ideas,  lend  one  another  music  and  come 
together  every  few  years  for  a  four-day  festival 


in  the  fall.  The  most  recent  GALA  festival, 
culminating  in  a  joint  concert  with  over  750 
singers  on  stage,  was  held  last  year  in  New 
York  City.  Of  note  was  the  premiere  perform¬ 
ance  of  Ned  Rorem’s  “Whitman  Cantata,” 
specially  commissioned  by  GALA  for  the 
festival  concert. 

BGMC  will  soon  be  initiatingjund-raising  ac¬ 
tivities  to  insure  its  participation  in  the  next 
GALA  Festival,  slated  for  Minneapolis  in  1986. 

BGMC  prospects  for  the  future  are  extremely 
upbeat.  In  addition  to  its  plans  to  perform  dur¬ 
ing  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week  (Jordan  Hall, 
June  15,  at  8:00)  it  has  accepted  two  concert 
engagements  out  of  the  Boston  area:  one  in 
Hartford  on  May  18  and  the  other  on  August  18 
in  Provincetown. 

In  thinking  about  the  future,  Greenwood  pulls 
out  all  the  stops.  “Who  knows?”  he  said, 
“Press  a  record,  perform  with  the  Boston  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra  or  even  perform  at  Symphony 
Hall,  a  gala  star-studded  evening  at  the  Wang 
Center,  and  onto  many  new  adventures  and 
triumphs.” 

Greenwood  said  that  one  does  not  have  to  be 
musically  inclined  to  join  the  chorus.  For  those 
who  would  rather  not  sing  but  would  still  like  to 
be  a  part  of  the  chorus,  people  are  always 
welcome  to  participate  in  any  one  of  a  number 
of  BGMC  standing  committees  involving  ac¬ 
tivities  ranging  from  fund-raising  or  publicity  to 
planning  social  functions.  He  emphasizes,  “I 
feel  that  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  has 
some  of  the  best  of  Boston  as  its  members.  We 
invite  your  support  and  strive  to  be  worthy  of 
it.” 

BGMC  full  rehearsals  are  on  Wednesday 
evenings  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  and 
sectional  rehearsals  are  on  Monday  evenings 
at  members’  homes.  The  chorus  can  be 
reached  at  P.O.  Box  1348,  Back  Bay  Annex, 
02117  or  by  phone  at  (617)  522-6983. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  eleventh  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 
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